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Every single day of the past 20 years of the pro-
tricted armed struggle of the Ertrean people is siudded
with momentous events which had Jasting effects in the
Revolution and its motive forces. One cannot therefore
have any pretenie to present 3 complete diary of the
Eritrean Revolution. However, meationing 8 few evenis
of every yeor in the last twao decades is quite inorder at
thes anniversary

Az can be seen in the skarch below, military oper-
tioms were the most important occurrences in the initial
period; they wer nmong the means for heightening
palitical agitation and mobdization. Similary, diplo-
matic efforts were practicaily meaningless in those days
when almest all regional and International organizations
were not willing to heed te the persistent demands of
the Eritrean people to exercise their right to self-detgr-
mimttion. [0 sas the high-pitched shrill of the Bullet only
that could carey the people’s message abroad. This is

why we strexs here on the military events in the eardy
YEULs.

Most of the events of the second decade in the
relendess mational liberation struggle of our peoaple
pertsined fo the scocomplishments of the smergent natio-
mal democratic forces of the ELF which conducted o
fBerce two-pronged strugple: to deepen the natiomal
democratic programme of the Revolution and to defend
it against gll reactionary forces, beth internal and exter
nal. The struggle for the unity of gl forces with geEruing
interest in Entrea’s national independence, social ibers-
tion and progress i a central factor in the victory of the
Revolution. Evemts regarding ELF's vireless struggle for
ruticnal umity, therclore, constitute among the major
developmients which deserve & mention in any sccount
gven shout the Eritrean Revolution, Some of the bar
haric massseret by the Ethioplans are also recounted
below

1961

The most historc event of thel yezr was the one that
took plice on the Is1 of Seplomber at Mount Adsl in
wiestern Eftrea. There, the first wnit of ihe Eriirean
Liberation Army (ELA) shot its Grt bullets against
Ethiopizn fosces, thus decliring the Eritrean people's
anti-colomialist and anti-imperialist armed struggle which
has been raging for the last 20 years. The group of
freedom fighters who declared the liberation war were
fed by a patriot of good renown, Humid Idris Awate,
who i the 1940 led 2 resistance movement against the
British Military Administration. Former soldicrs in the
Sudanese Army joined the unit by late 1961,

1962

Military operations of the ELA against police stations
in the country spread the message of the Revolution.
The station at Halhal, for instance, was overran on July
1% and eecupied by liberation fighters for a day. The
police post at Gogriie was st on fire on October 10th,
On Movember 15, the Ethiopian outposts at Garsat,
Lealiuj and Barenta were heavily attacked. Amother
group of the ELA clashed with enemy soldiers e Sala
and Eiflod six.

Wurkers, teachers students and other wrban petiy
bowrgeois elememis conducted wnderground agitation
agninst the Ethiopian feudal repme. Student demon
#trations shook the urban centres starting in early 1962,
The ill-equipped, il-sraffed Prince Makonnen Secondary
Schoal in Asmarz was the ¢entre of the storin for some
e

The exiled old politicians who formed the ELF in
July 1960 were joined by other political figures of the
banned parties of previous decades; they in mid-1962
created a 12-man committes consisting of workers and
former soldin abroad to mslst in the organizational
activitees.

The armed struggle was carmted desp into the occus
pied owns where traitors were heing executed. Among
the significant operstions in the towns was the July Tth
armed attack in Agordat aiming to liquidite the Eane
peror’s representative, Gen. Abiy Abobe, the Ertrean
Chief Execotive, Asfaha Woldemichael, the Esitrean
Asgembly Presadent, Hamid Ferej, and other dignitarfes,
Some of the officials were killed and many wounded,
Ethiopian soldiers then mowed down innocent by
stariders who were forcefully gathered to lsten to
official harangues against the *“handits™ in Barka,
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The Ethiopian regime saw a popular rebellion enpu-
Ifing the country, [1s immediate reaction was the dissolu-
tion &f the so¢alled federal status of Entrez on Novem-
ber the Tdth. As a Britlsh journalist reported on the 18th
inst,, the pepple were “dozed by the blow,., There were
none of the reported jubilations but condlernation,” He
pdded: I saw many peopls weeping in the sireers”™
However, stroager souls expressed their mdignation in a
different way; they joined *the People of the Mountains”,

1963

The military operations became more and more Vice
torious in most of the engagements against the enemy.
On March 24, the Ethiopians lost cight policemen ai
Shalab, and other fve were killed near Haicota on the
30th, At Arota, the ELA captured five guns and 2
machine-gun from gn enemy contingent which was
almost whoby liguidated on July 2%th, Two spies werne
exgcuted a1 Dabak and cne mside Agordat. On Seplem-
ber 15, the Adebera police station was assaulted and
finally overran by ELA fighters, Foor pollcemen were
taken captive and arms captured,

The second anmiversary of the ELF was crowned with
another successful assault into Haicors in a civilian bus,
The town was under the ELA for a night. On September
29, an énemy force was ambushed near Haggaz in which
12 soldiers were killed. The ELA became 1 force to be
reckoncd with,

Some more policemen deserted the enemy and joined
the Revolution dudng the vear. The number of ELA
fighters reached around 250 by end of year.

Underground cells of the Revolution in the towns
made fast increase: members of the Enirean Liboration
Movernent (ELM) which was being rejected for having
opted “non-violent”™ means in the political struggle also

Septeunber ‘8]

— S

jomed the ELF in big numbers, incleding those whe did
not yet know the difference betwoen the two,

The FEritrean police commissioner, Tedla Oghit, a
known enemy collaborator, showed his dsgruntement
with the Ethioplan repime when agked to receive orders
from the Ethiopian min@try of interer and in June
attempied to restore the federation by coup Jerat. He
was killed instundly at his headgueartess in Asmar,

1964

The intensification of the armed struggle and ELA'S
tapid growth, both qualitatively and quantitatively, put
the Ethiopians 1o jitters, On January 22, over 20 enemy
soldiers (police and field-force) were wiped out at
Sarawi, Bab-Jengeren, The historic Battle of Togoruba,
in which the Ethiopian regulir anny entered the war for
the first time, wus fought on March 15 and Bthiopia for
the first time sufferred over 10K casualities in a single
battle. Also in mid-March, an ELA unit led by Mariyr
Ghebrehiwet Himbirti engaged Ethiopian forees in the
River Marab basin killing two soidiers and an encimy
collaborator. The Revolution spread to the Eritrean
highlands. On Apel 12, nine Ethlopian soldiers were
Eilled =t the Baule of Dambulas, and on Aprl 20 the
Ethiopians were confronted 21 Dushuqua where they lost
13 soldiers. Five ELA fighters were martyred 21 the
buttle and their bodies hung in 2 public square in
Agordat. On July 13, the ELA launched surprise attacks
en the enemy camps at Barentu, Haicota, Gallyj and
Turmarat and inflicted heavy lostes on the enemy, During
the rest of the year, battles fought at Humbaol, Ad
Kukui, Dambalas and Maboro-Teada teok a big toll of
enemy soldicrs.

It was alio during 1964 that the ELF pushed out of
the Beld cortain apmed band: belonging to the ELM
which until then opposed armed strugele.

The fist baich of foreign-trained Eritrean Gghters
entend the field carrying 19 Kolashnikews., By end of
¢ar, the military balance wai tuming in Gavour of the

T 1965

The sclf-appointed ELF leaders {Supreme Council)
meet in Bartoum and created four Zonal commaends to he
supervided by a Revolotlonary Command seated in
Kassala, Sudan. (A fifth command was created a year
later).

Civil unrest in Asmara and the other towns touched
wery high levels, In March and April, the capital and
other uthan centees witnessed massive student demon-
strations demanding the closure of Kagnew Station, the
expulsion of lsmeell military expents and a UN-supervised
referendum in Eritrea, Exedus of the erban petty bour-
geoisie 1o the battle feld stared i earnest,

The Revolution started to receive wille press cover-
age. Swedish joumnalist Lang Braw wiote on October |
after staying a few weeks with the ELA: “Eritrea today
is 2 blocdy reality... The sitzation thero is anvthing but
culm. I saw 21 men in gallows in the central square of
Kerem and 17 in Ghinda™. Ethiopia's whoelesale mas-
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sacres of innogent civilians started, Sixtv-seven peasants
were murdered in Mirarz (Hamasien) and other 46 at
Medeka (Keren) in single but separate days during the

1966

The zonal divisioning of the Liberation Army incre-
ased the number and effectivencss of the fighting foree.
According to the military communigques of the year, the
Ethiopians sufferred no less than 300 casualties in the
regular army. One of the impressive military opertions
of the vear was the November 7 nocturnal simultanecus
attacks on enemy positions inside Tessenel, Gognie,
Tokumbia, Barentu, Apordat, Mensura, Keren, Afabet,
Wacfa and Karora, Ethiopian losses were heavy, The
ELA lost 11 fighters that night.

Escalition of the war and the repeated victories of
the ELA encowraged many youth from the countryside
to join the ranks of the Revolution. A large number of
studenits, teachers and clerical waorkers also entered the
field. Seizure of national independence by force seemed
in the making,

The ughy regional division of the ELA later began to
affect the fighting capacities of the Revolution. There
was less and less coordination among the five ELA zonal
commands: every zonal commander became a mind-King
pnie himself, The Bevolutionary Command in Kassala
was overpassed and the zomal leaders conducted their
affairs. directly with the reactionary Supreme Council,
itself ‘divided into wribal wings. The ELA rank and file
stood  against the so-called Algerian model of zonal
commands introduced withowt a thorough assessment of
the Eritrean situation.

[ the meantime, the Ethiopians were driven nervous
by the earlicr military successes of the Revolution and
propared projects, mainky military. Some agents were
recruited and sent 1o the field with the instruction of
coming back to Ethiopia caroving arms and information
from the “bandits”. A number of “strategic hamiets’™
ware established to fulfil Ethiopia's aim of doving the sea
in order to kil the fish. It was this situation that a
carrespondent of the Washingron Post in April 30
described as follows: “The Ethiopian airforce assault
planes indiscriminately bomb civilian settlements in Eri-
trea, The Second Division [of the Ethiopian Army] also
carries its pacification campaigns in the wmitory, The
local population has been herded into fortified villages
to facilitote military  control... The  scoched-garth
campaign has terronized the entire population...”

1967

It was a crugial year to the Ertrean Revolution both
internally and externally. The very continuation of the
Revelution was in danger, Ethiopia's “pacification cam-
pagns” were intensified. Hundreds of willages in the
country were set on fire: massacres were reported from
every comer and livesteck killed in hundreds of thou-
sapds, The fiest group of over 135,000 refugees crossed
the Sudanese-Eritrean border in March that wear. The
scene was better described by Italian journalist Franco
Prattico i the Sierra Pacse of August: “In Eritrea fires
continie to rage here and there. I have seen entire
villages leveiled to the ground by Ethiopia’s vindictive

reprisal raids, Thousands of these people have become
fugitives in their own land. In the village of Ad Sharbot,
I saw Ethiopian soldiers setting fire t0 the homes and
opening fire on men and eattle alike, It is first rate
barbarism, How 1 wish the world could be aware of this
unknown tragedy in the Horn of Afrca..”

The Arab-Israeli war of that vear fugther encouraged
the Ethiopians to escalate their genocidal campaigns to
“liguidate’” the Revelution. Similarly, foreign support
was dwindling because of the June War and its alter-
effects.

The Supreme Council (ELF's leadership abroad) met
i June and renamed ldrie Mohamed Adum (Eritrean
Assembly president until 1958) as president; Tedla Bairy
{Eritrean Government Chiel Executive in 1952-55) as
vice-president; Osman Saleh Sabbe secretary general and
ldris Osman Ghelaidos responsible for the affains of the
Revolution in the field (while residing abroad). These
same people, who were (except Tedla) in the leadership
of the ELF almost from the start, could not bring about
any changes. Fighters in the field, who had little food
and arms supplies, were being overwhelmed by despera-
tion, The agents sent to the Geld by Ethiopia started
going buck to Asmara, Some innocent fighters followed
them because of the bad situation in the feld. Many
were killed an their way by ELA units striving to save
arms from deserters.

The accuete probiems of 1967 initialed new moves to
radically charpge the organization. The Reform Move
ment was clandestinely formed late that year,

1968

Fighters trained in Cuba, China and other friendly
countrics entered the field and more others wes sent
abroad. The fighting arm of the ELF was neguining
strength with relatively improved foreign support. Crop
production in the country was in its best for years and
Ethiopia's wanton killings and destruction of property
were in a lali,

frar Ezaz  mgetyred
ir Sepr. 945,

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



1961 -1981
DIARY OF THE REVOLUTION

The Reform Movement was growing steadiy, [es
programme of 1) solving the crises of the Revolution at a
national congress: 2} unification of the Libetation Army;
Fpalected leadeship headquartered in ihe liberated
areas, and 4) sound foreign relations under a responsible
department, were receiving massive acceptance by the
fighters and people, The Fighters Committess and the
Central Committee formed in Gedaref, Sudan, joined in
the strugele against the banknipt Supreme Council and
its agents in the zonal commands of the ELA, In June,
representatives of the five zonal commands met s
Areluib ared evaluated the crises facing the Revoluton
and problems of fighters in some of the zonal come
mands, Theee of the zonal commands in September
formed a tripartite union which was only 2 partiul
swegess towards the unification of the army. The demoe-
ratic. movement believed it was a manouvee by certain
elements of the Supreme Council 1o abon complete
unification of the zonal commands and gave i1 only
suarded support.

The Battle of Halhal was fought in September that
year in which the ELA unit lost ao less than 65 fighters,

By late 1963, the democratic force of the ELF wasin
the process of consolidation,

1969

More favourable miliew was created in the pelitical
and diplamatic feld, New regames in the region declared
their support to the gause of the Eritrean prople. The
democretic movement within the ELF was also able 1o
push on with {18 rectification 1asks, Five contact com-
muttees were formed within the zonal commands in
preparation for o conference. The outcome was the
convening of the Adobha Military Conlerence {August
[0 te 23} in which 162 delegates participated. The
conference elected 2 38-man General Command as fiekl
leadership, formed 2n 18man inguiry commission (o
investigate the alfeped cnmes and mualpractices of the
former leadership of the ELA pnd the front, and decided
o prepare 3 general national congress within a year, Al
Adobha, all vonal commanders, their deputics as well as
members af the Kassala-based Revalutionary Commund
were dropped from their posts in the Bevolution. The
Supreme Coungil which was not consulted for the
holding of the conference, called it “iNegal”. 12 therefore
refused to cooperate with the new feld leadership of the
ELA. A wing of the Supreme Council in November held
A meeting in Amman, Jordan, and vowed 1o map the
“deviationist General Command™ in the bud, The field
leadership in December suspended the self-appointed
Supreme Council, This act, an outeome of the histone
Adobha conference, trigeered the struggle between the
resctionary divisive line of the Supreme Cowncil and the
democriic force of the Erttrean BEevolution,

Septeniber ¥
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Erthiopi irein dergiled by the ELA im F970,

1970

The reorgamization of the Entrean Liberation Army
frightened the discredited elements of the Supreme
Council who stood opposed €0 the decisions of the
historic Adobha conference. The notonous areh-reac-
topsry high priests of division and their henchmen
cafled themselves the “General Secretannt™. ln February
and Marcly 1970, they recruited “fighters” from the
refugee camps in the Sudan ond sent them to the
southern tip of Ertrea (Dankalia} via the Arabizn Penin-
sula, In May, some 200 cadres of the ELF met under
the feld feadership i northern Eritrea and sesolved
that the democratic trend that scorad §ts  initial
victory at Adobha must be carried on 0 the cnd and
dedicated themsehves o defend the revoiution againit
the divisive forces. In Jume, the desidents mer ai
Sudoha-Elz in Dapkaliz and declared the formation of 3
new [ront, “the Fopular Liberation Forces™, and decided
to Hguidate the mainstream of the Revolution. In Barka,
n movement akin 1o the Moslem Brotherhood was
brgeding underground aided and abetted by the Supreme
Couneil . Another voung disciple started to mlly fellow
regiomalists, Although the popolar clamour apainst the
fear of the creation of another Vietnam in Africa was
heating up in the U8, the sovemment was mcreasing is
pssistance o Ethipia, channcling two-thinds of al US
assistance to Afnca to Halle Sclasie. lsracl was given
tracking stations in the Eritrean islands of Hafeb and
Fatina.

Ethiopia re-launched its sporched-earth pelicy during
the year and also ntensified its diplomatic moves
abroad. In the spring of 1970, Haile Selassic visited

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Nordic Africamstitute Library Uppsala — Sweden
August 2007

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



