ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT
A RESPOND TO EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE’S LETTER
To:-

   The conquering lion from the tribe of Judah and the son of Zion, Elect of god, King of Kings and Emperor of Ethiopia.    Up to the end of your countless titles which you created for yourself to be a vivid evidence of your reactionary thoughts, your ruthless despotism, your senseless claim of the ‘divine rights of kings’ which were claimed by the dark age rulers.   No wonder, you are the only monarch in the modern world who is still living in the darkness of medieval age. You would have not been tortured by anxiety and fear of revolts which were frequently organised by the Ethiopian people who have patiently endured your set-back regime, should you behave as a ruler of the twentieth century.
but to the disappointment of your people and neighbours, you are stubborn and arrogant, cheated by superiority complex and false pride in expansion at the expense of your african neighbours. this erroneous policy will inevitably cause the downfall of your shoked crown and the regrettable end of your life at the hands of the progressive elements. the memories of gen. mangustu’s revolt must not be elapsed from your mind. 

      We, in Eritrea, are progressive liberal revolutionists and our aim is to liberate eritrea from the yoke of Ethiopia’s reactionary colonial regime and to fly the flag of independence and dignity over the eritrean sky.  We are not, of course, (shifta) or outlaws as you described us in your letter which handed to us by your agent the s.d.o. of Akordat. But we are – as you understand in your inner-self – freedom fighters, revolted to restore human dignity in this part of the earth and drive out your black imperialism. 

     You mentioned in your letter that you granted us general amnesty if we surrendered within a month. in reply we ask: Who are you to grant pardon for freedom fighters? Are you not Haile Selassie the killer of freedom and the dead enemy of public liberties? Remember: We will never forgive you so long as you are occupying our beloved country and be it known to you that we are strong, in the sense that we bear a deep and unshakable belief in the legitimate  rights of our nation to freedom and independence,  strong by the full support of the entire nation of Eritrea and all nations of the world who love freedom and justice, strong by the historical current which vigorously push the wheel of our resistance fighting forward to crush any unjust colonial forces.
     Remember, Emperor Haile Selassie and the agents around you. The scattered limbs of your agents at Agordat, the cries of the traitor Kahsai and Osman Hajaj? Do you understand? This is our path, the path of all freedom fighters.

     Remember also.- We will never forgive you, never forgive you, never forgive you, so far as you are endeavouring to ruin the entity of Eritrea and dissolve the integrity of its land into what you call the Ethiopian empire.
LONG LIVE ERITREA

LONG LIVE THE ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT

                                        LEADER OF THE REVOLUTIONIST COMMAND

                                         HAMID IDRIS AWATTI

Paper submitted by Eritrean Liberation Front to the first meeting of O.A.U. in Addis Abeba in 1963. The paper was brought by Idris Bilenai and giving it to the Somalian delegation who distributed it to all OAU members, Idris Bilenai immediately went to the sanctuary of the Somalian Embassy. He later went to the front and was martyred. I got the one page copies in English and Arabic from Idris Hamedai, a veteran fighter. He explained to me about the ELF messenger Idris Bilenai.

    The Eritrean Liberation Front: - Appeals to the African summit conference in Addis Abeba.  

In the name of freedom and justice, the Eritrean Liberation Front sends on behalf of the Eritrean people to the honourable heads of African states present on the African summit conference in Addis Abeba it’s ardent greetings, hoping for the conference every good wishes and success in its endeavours to rid Africa from the yoke of any political or economical colonialism and to achieve African unity and solidarity in solid bases.

The Eritrean Liberation Front expresses its full support to the endeavours of the African states to construct African unity upon solid foundations which will fulfil the legitimate ambitions of the African peoples for moral and material prosperity, provided that any attempt by any African state to dominate by force another African state would constitute a flagrant breach to the principles of African unity and solidarity.

The case of Eritrea gives a good example for such a breach where the colonial powers imposed upon Eritrea a federal partnership with Ethiopia in contrast to the wishes of the majority of the Eritrean people under the guise of U.N. federal resolution issued by U.N. general assembly on 2/2/1950 and came into effect on 15/9/52.
Hence force, Eritrea passed under the yobe of Ethiopian colonialism the Ethiopian army transformed Eritrea in to an Ethiopian colony, suppressed freedom, dissolved the Eritrean parliament, unhoisted the Eritrean flag, and finally declared the ultimate annexation of Eritrea in to the Ethiopian empire heedless of all pledges and undertakings to safeguard the U.N. resolution consequently, several crisis have risen and the Eritrean people are pushed to the verge of revolution which is increasingly spreading in the country. Fierce fighting is going on the mountain of Eritrea and thousands of Eritrean nationals are suffering in the prisons of Ethiopia in accusation of supporting the revolt. 
The Eritrean people regret to complain against a neighbouring African state, but the oppression and deprivation they are suffering compelled them to complain to the conference with the hope of settling the Eritrean problem through peaceful means in such a way as to satisfy Eritrean legitimate aspiration to freedom and to guarantee good neighbourhood with Ethiopia, before the situation is detrained. 
The Ethiopian government might insist that the Eritrean problem is an internal one, but the fact is that Eritrea’s problem is an international one as it is federated with Ethiopia by an international document issued by the U.N. which cannot be altered without concurrence of the general assembly of the U.N. as declared by U.N. commissioner in Eritrea in Para. 201 of his final report.

The Eritrean Liberation Front requests the conference in the name of freedom and justice, and African solidarity to despatch a delegate to Eritrea in order to investigate the grievance of the Eritrean people, provided that a suitable atmosphere is guaranteed for the Eritrean people to express their wishes freely with out any Ethiopian pressures we also advise the African delegates to abstain from visiting Eritrea for the safeguard of their lives due to the unsettled situation. 

The Eritrean Liberation Front assures that the Eritrean people will welcome any peaceful and honest mediation with the purpose of setting up freedom, justice, and security in Eritrea.

Long Live African solidarity

                                          Down with colonialists.

(Triangle stamp: Eritrean Liberation Front – in English

TenseU nHarnet Eritrea – in Tigrina)

