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'Haile Selassie somehow managed to keep Eritrea into the Empire; it will not help the 
image and the authority of the ruling Dergue if it fails to keep it'. 


The rest of the world may be talking about the virtual state of civil war in the northern province of Eritrea, but in Addis Ababa it is the socialisation programmes of the ruling Dergue that occupy most of the discussions. Press censorship and the dramatic challenge of the attack on centuries of feudalism account for this. 


For years millions of Ethiopians did not even know that a protracted guerrilla war was being fought in Eritrea. The regime of deposed Emperor Haile Selassie succeeded with the pretence that the 'disturbance' in Eritrea was a mere matter of 'Shiftas' (bandits) versus the state. (When I interviewed the former Emperor two years ago I was forbidden to ask him any questions concerning Eritrea).


When they came to power, the new rulers of Ethiopia frankly but mistakenly believed that the rebellion was a reaction to the feudal system and the maladministration under imperial rule. Given a socialist Ethiopia, the Dergue thought, the Eritrean rebels would see things differently. 


The Dergue was particularly encouraged by the fact one half of the secessionist movement-the 
Popular Liberation Front-was Christian led and Marxist-oriented. 


And so little publicity was given to the extent of the rebellion while there was hope of a 
settlement, especially as the late General Aman Andom, the Eritrean-born chairman of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Government, initiated contacts which the Dergue thought would produce results. 

They did not; and now, almost too late, the Government in Addis Ababa is trying to whip up patriotism over Eritrea among the rest of the population. One example of the 
limited success of the campaign was that on the day Major Mengistu Haile Mariam addressed a rally of Ethiopian veterans only 2,000 of the many thousands that were expected to turn up. 

In the view of the Government in Addis Ababa, whichever way the Dergue turns in trying to solve the dilemma in Eritrea it will suffer a blow of some kind. If it permits outright independence in Eritrea there is a serious risk that the rest of Ethiopia will disintegrate. 

Extremely poor communications and long distances in this mountainous country have meant that Ethiopia has never been as united as the rulers in Addis Ababa like to believe. Haile Selassie himself fought wars against ducal lords to establish authority of Addis Ababa, but the authority was remote to several parts of the country, and the former emperor never set foot in certain areas of Ethiopia. 


If Eritrea is given autonomous home rule under a federal system, other provinces such as Tigre and Gojjam, which have never held great affection for Addis Ababa, might demand the same status. 

This would carry certain dangers for national unity and the survival of the state, especially at a time when the Dergue is embarked upon radical innovations and when, it may be argued, a strong central government is needed. Furthermore, once the Dergue is shown to be weak, there is no telling what might happen in a country where large numbers of peoples possess personal weapons. 


Independence for Eritrea will mean the loss of Ethiopia of the Red Sea ports of Massawa and Assab. Landlocked Ethiopia would then become dependent on French-held Djibouti, which a hostile Somalia could cut off at anytime simply by uprooting the railway track. 

Not to be discounted either is the extent to which the prestige of the Dergue is now hazarded in Eritrea. Haile Selassie somehow managed to keep the province in the empire; it will not help the image and the authority of the Dergue if it fails to keep Eritrea. 


'It would be a disaster if the Dergue falls and it can fall on Eritrea,' said an African diplomat in Addis Ababa. 


Victory, if it comes, will be won at great cost, however. In order to win the Dergue must be prepared for a long hard struggle during which it cannot afford to relax its grip on the province. This is recognized in Addis Ababa and there is an air of fierce commitment not to yield an inch. 


The Dergue has asked the United States-Ethiopia's traditional suppliers since 1953-for $55 million worth of arms. The US will supply most but not all the arms sought. Replacements for losses already suffered are continually in the pipeline, in accordance with existing agreements, but sources in Addis Ababa say that this is nothing compared to requirements.


The question of getting the arms to the troops in Eritrea is another matter. The supply lines are prone to rebel attacks. The US is unwilling to supply direct to Asmara. The guerrillas have SAM-7 ground-to-air missiles and Washington would be greatly embarrassed if a US plane was brought down. 

Meanwhile, the US is understood to be trying to tie a weapons agreement to compensation to US firms affected by the Dergue's nationalization decree. The US, of course, has interests to protect in Ethiopia Washington cannot be happy with the prospect of Arab control over the Red Sea, nor would it wish to see the new Ethiopia slip by default into the complete embrace of Chinese influence, which is growing visibly day-by-day. 

The impression gathered in Addis Ababa is that the ELF-PLF do not appear to be having any great difficulties in obtaining the arms they require. They have apparently accepted the maxim that 'a guerrilla war which is not lost is winning.'

 This means that they will concentrate on using light weapons, striking where they wish, when they want. The long border with the Sudan, through the rebels obtain their arms, cannot be effectively policed. Therefore, victory will depend to a large extent on whose stamina lasts longer.


The belief in Addis Ababa is that the war has escalated because Saudi Arabia became the major backer of the rebels. King Feisul is said to have three reasons for giving the support. He sees himself as the 'pope' of the Moslem faith; he realizes the benefit of Arab control over the Red Sea route; and he does not like military regimes; in particular those that proclaim themselves socialists. 

However, in Addis Ababa, Syria is the main butt of anti-Arab feeling, which is rather pronounced. Syria is the ELF's oldest backer and ELF officers are actually graduates of the Syrian military academy.


(A picture of Aman Andom and written below it: 
General Aman Andom: his execution was a vital element in the escalation of the Eritrean 
rebellion. -AP Article inside a square folows.p11)


It has been said that the unexpected departure of General Aman Andom, who was killed by Government troops who attacked his residence on the night of 'bloody Saturday', last November, was a vital element in the present escalation of the Eritrean rebellion. General Aman died, this version says, because he was an Eritrean and because he refused to sign the order for troop reinforcements for the province. 


It is true that General Aman counselled a negotiated settlement. He made contacts with the Sudanese Government, presumably without the prior approval of the Dergue, asking Khartoum to mediate. 


But Eritrea was only one of several grounds of disagreement between the general and the young officers who had led the revolt against Emperor Haile Selassie. General Aman schooled in the Sudan, spent a considerable part of his life outside his home province, and was less of an Eritrean than the ELF-PLF coalition will now have it. 


According to informed sources in Addis Ababa, two of the grounds of strong disagreement 
concerned the proposal to execute certain aristocrats, civilian and military leaders as well as officials of the old regime who were thought by the Dergue to deserve capital punishment in connection with the drought which claimed the lives of several thousand Ethiopians. There was disagreement also over the plan to seize private properties. 


General Aman insisted that any execution must be preceded by fair trial. He also opposed the seizure of private property unless such property was determined to have been illegally acquired. In effect General Aman was attempting to temper two of the fundamental programmes of the revolution. 


The proposal to execute the deposed Emperor's closest aides and friends was twice debated by 
the Dergue. General Aman, who was its chairman but not a member, did not control the majority, but his views encouraged a sufficient number of weavers for the plan to be adjourned. Outside the Dergue, however, General Aman was popular for other reasons.

 The Second Division, which has been bogged down for 12 years in Eritrea, was enthusiastic about his publicly stated stand on a negotiated settlement. In the course of their lengthy stay, many of the soldiers had inter-married with the local population and the role they had to play in the province occasionally affected morale. 

General Aman also remained popular with the Third Division in the eastern front, which 
he had led in the border confrontation with Somalia, when he made his name. The Third Division is also the unit which elected Major Mengistu to the Dergue. General Aman 
visited Asmara and went to Harrar, headquarters of his old division. His visit was followed by the demand for Major Mengistu's recall from the Third Division. 

The Major refused to answer the recall and his family was taken into custody. In Addis Ababa he had a stronger influence than General Aman. The General resigned. Diplomatic sources in Addis Ababa are convinced that he was bluffing when he did so. "He felt," said one non-antagonistic source, "that the boys could not do without him."


Major Mengistu visited the general to urge him to return, but the single-minded General stated 
his conditions. He wanted more authority. The Dergue became convinced that the General was planning to seize powers not given to him. His arrest was ordered. He put up a fight and claimed a bullet in the head. General Aman died on the way to hospital. 

With him gone the 59 others were shot that same night after a vote on each name. (End)
P12 Other Arab states which back the rebels include Libya, which is thought to give money, but not weapons, if at all. Egypt does not give money or arms, but supports federal status for Eritrea. 

However, the Arab League has its headquarters in Cairo and the view in Addis Ababa is that the Egyptian Government cannot be unaware of the help often rendered to the ELF by the League. Kuwait is a recent example of the widening support that the ELF is receiving in the Arab world, and there is concern in Addis Ababa that other Arab states will want to jump on the bandwagon. 


This is why the Government has been in two minds about OAU intervention. The fact that some members of the Organization are backing the rebels as well as the fact that countries outside the continent are giving support openly to the secessionists, would ordinarily have enabled the Ethiopian government to bring the matter before the OAU. 

But the last Ministerial Council meeting in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian government judged that the time was not opportune to raise it. Some African states still sore over the treatment to Haile Selassie before he was brought down. Some have not forgiven the Dergue for the executions on 'Bloody Saturday'. And just at the time of the meeting, there were reports of atrocities in Eritrea.


The Ethiopian Government therefore decided to play a waiting game, partly hoping that the 
Arab-speaking states would raise the issue on behalf of the rebels. But the Arabs too were hoping that the Ethiopians would be the first to mention the matter; the Arabs were having enough trouble trying to sort out the unfavourable atmosphere displayed towards them at the meeting. 


This attitude was the result of the way in which the Arab League had reached over the head of 
OAU to distribute money to Black African states from funds donated by Arab oil magnates to 
help ease the burden of the increase in the cost of energy supply. 


The money was to have been paid in bulk to the African Development Bank but, arguing that 
the ADB banked its money in London, the Arab League chose to pay directly to the individual 
states who were asked to come to Cairo to collect their share. Ghana spearheaded a strong 
protest, and refused to go to Cairo or to collect its share. 

But, unhappily some African states in desperate need of cash swallowed their pride and went to Cairo to hold out their caps. Nevertheless it left a bitter taste, and when the Arabs proposed an Afro-Arab summit the Black Africans reluctantly agreed, without fixing a date. In this atmosphere the Arabs could not raise the question of Eritrea without getting clobbered. 


The statement of Salem Sale Sabbe, the ELF secretary-general, that friendly Arab states will 
bring Eritrea before the United Nations does not cause loss of sleep in Addis Ababa. But there are groans over what unpredictable General Idi Amin may say in his opening address when he hosts the OAU Summit in Kampala in July.

 General Amin who is not an enemy of the Arabs, and not a friend of the regime in Addis Ababa, may, it is feared, provoke a discussion of the Eritrean problem simply by making remarks that will compel the Ethiopian delegate either to walk out or to response, either to which courses will lead to other comments, and thus undermine the Ethiopian stand that Eritrea is a domestic matter. 

Obviously Addis Ababa would have wished the OAU to condemn the intervention of the states outside the continent in the war of secession, but it knows it cannot obtain condemnation in the present conditions when so many Black African states are seeking Arab economic aid. 


Indeed, some diplomats in Addis Ababa said they found it difficult to see the Sudan as an 
effective mediator. The ELF used to obtain its arms across the Red Sea, in particular through 
Zeila on the Somalia-Djibouti border. But in recent times the arms are reported to have been 
ferried across the long Sudanese border. 


A legitimate question is; is the Dergue strong enough to withstand these strains? Last month it 
launched Ethiopia into what surely must rank as one of the most revolutionary plans designed by the Black African government since the independence decade began in the sixties.

 One has to know Ethiopia and to be acquainted with the deep-rooted feudal system in order to appreciate the enormity of the change which the Dergue decreed when it declared all rural land to be in the collective ownership of the people of Ethiopia. Four million landless peasants were the virtual vassals of 40,000 landowners. 


Attempting to introduce justice into Ethiopia's ancient land tenure system was never going to be easy. Haile Selassie himself made four fruitless attempts within the framework of the feudal system and was resisted. The Dergue must expect protest at some stage, but there will be no serious challenge on this issue until the euphoria which greeted the decree wears off. 

The back of the landlords has been broken, partly by the executions, partly by the sheer popularity of the decree itself. But there are stark contradictions which will cause friction. 
The most obvious among these is the clause that forbids succession to a land-holding. The 
Dergue has intended to set up communes throughout rural Ethiopia, but was advised against that extreme step. 

What it has done now is to establish cooperatives within the context of communalism. The result is a land system that, in the final analysis, is neither this nor that. Some of the clauses are idealistic but do not take account of the stage of development, the African mentality, or the realities of Ethiopia. 

For example, a labourer was allowed to take away two oxen, and the implements he used, on the day of the decree. In other words a tractor driver could not walk away with the machine. Fine. But supposing it breaks down? Or he wishes to sell it? 


Also, countless small landowners were dispossessed. For you lose your land unless you actually live on it and farm it. 

But while such problems will have to be tackled, the Dergue seems in full control at the 
moment, with the exception of Eritrea. The despatch of 60,000 students and high school pupils to the rural areas has taken the sting out of any possible student protests. The mystical power of the church over the peasantry has turned out to be a myth. 


There have been reports of divisions within the Dergue; Diplomatic sources say that the actual 
size of the resident Dergue members in Addis Ababa has dropped from 120 to 47. The others 
have been reassigned to the provinces, but in Addis Ababa, where rumours now proliferate just as silence is used to reign in the old days; there are other accounts of what may have happened to deplete that number.

 However, the Dergue is well-placed to monitor what is going on, not only to the provinces but also in the capital where two representatives each are assigned to every Government department.


They are overseers in the true sense, and one result is that it puts a question mark on the quality of the advice the Dergue is receiving from civil servants. The fear of giving the wrong advice is strong, particularly after the arrest of the Minister of State for Commerce and Industry and the civil servants with whom he constituted the prices control board. 

In answer to directives from the Dergue to cut the price of egg and certain commodities, the board took a slice off farmers' earnings. This created a crisis, and although the Dergue originally approved the cuts, the board was jailed when the Government reached over the head of the Minister and his advisers to settle with the farmers.


More is gradually becoming known about the Dergue itself. The two most powerful men, who 
can be described as Ethiopia's twin strong men, are Major Mengistu and Major Atnafu Abate. 
Major Mengistu id believed to have the edge in the leadership in that he has the numerical 
superiority derived from the support of the non- commissioned officers who are the largest single block in the Dergue. 

Contrary to his image abroad, he is said to be 'in fact, quite reasonable and 
rather democratic in his methods.' He seeks opinions and can be persuaded to give in. He is a 
'born socialist' who does not have to plead ideological convictions because as the son of a 
gatekeeper in feudal Ethiopia who left school in the eighth grade, and worked his way up from the ranks in the army, he knows what socialism is. 


Major Atnafu is the hard-liner. A surprising number of people who know something of Major 
Mengistu are mystified when asked about Major Atnafu, which may be why there are so many versions of his alleged ruthlessness. Major Atnafu is a socialist to the extent that he is 
uncompromisingly opposed to feudalism and all feudalists, to capitalism and all capitalists. 


Not far out of the picture is Air Force Major Sisai Habte, third vice-chairman of the Dergue 
after Majors Mengistu and Atnafu respectively. Major Sisai is the chairman of the political 
committee and is reputedly the brain behind the socialisation programme. He studied computer engineering in America. 


These, then, are the three men who must hold together if Ethiopia after the fall of Haile Selassie is to survive. For things will get worse before they become better. Foreigners are leaving the country, there is going to be a severe shortage of foreign exchange, and already Ethiopian citizens are no longer permitted to leave the country.

University students and the last two grades of high schools have not been to class for more than a year, and there is talk of extending their assignments to rural areas. It means that the shortage of man-power which is already a problem-especially with the consequences of the war in Eritrea-is worsened, because trained personnel are not coming through the pipeline. Rapid recruitment into the army is giving rise to indiscipline.

 At the same time the Dergue has been forced to reduce the strength of units in other provinces to rush them to Eritrea. Policing the country with soldiers is a race against time. There are the examples of the two brothers in Shoa province, in the vicinity of Addis Ababa, who are being sought but have so far eluded capture. 

A lieutenant-colonel and a major recently disappeared with E$85,000 and are believed to be still in the country. They have not been found. There is still the question of what to do with Haile Selassie, who remains a prisoner in the heavily guarded Menelik Palace. Against all these, the war in Eritrea is only another problem for the Dergue. It is a war that it must win but it cannot give it all its attention. (End)


AGRARIAN  REFORMS. (p13)
The Dergue changed its mind about setting up collective forms throughout rural Ethiopia. It has opted for cooperatives, having first 'nationalised' all rural land. The following are the most 
salient Articles in governing State control over land ownership: 
Ï All rural land shall be the collective property of the Ethiopian people.


Ï No person or business organization or any other organization shall hold land in private ownership.


Ï No compensation shall be paid for rural land and any free-crops thereon: provided, however, 
that appropriate compensation shall be paid for movable properties and permanent improvements on land. 


Ï No person may use hired labour to cultivate his holding. However, the foregoing shall not apply to a woman with no other means of livelihood, or where the holder dies, is sick or old, to the wife of the deceased or the husband or to his children who have not attained majority. 


Ï No person shall by sale, exchange, succession, mortgage, antichresis, lease or otherwise 
transfer any land acquired under the provisions of this proclamation; provided that upon the death of the holder the wife or husband or minor children of the deceased or where all these are not present, any child of the deceased who has attained majority, shall have the right to use the land.


Ï Until all lands are distributed pursuant thereto, any tenant or hired labourer shall have 
possessory right over the land he presently tills, provided that a resident landowner who has 
leased out all his land shall have the right to equally share the land with his tenants. The 
Government shall protect the rights to such landowner in any way it thinks fit. 


Ï The provisions of the proceeding Article shall not apply to a person who has rented land from a woman with no other means of livelihood or from a person who, by reasons of minority or old age or illness, cannot cultivate his holdings.


Ï The relationship between landlord and tenant shall be abolished. Accordingly the tenant shall be free from the payment of rent, debts or any other obligation. Likewise, a landowner who has given his land in antichresis to a tenant shall be free from the payment of his debt.


Ï The tenant shall have the right to retain agricultural implements and a pair of farm oxen 
belonging to the landlord, a reasonable compensation for which shall be paid by the tenant within a period not exceeding three years: provided that a landlord with no other agricultural implements and farm oxen may take back his implements and oxen from the tenant.


Ï Any large scale farm shall be owned and run by the state or by cooperatives or shall be 
distributed to the tillers for individual use: provided that until the establishment of state 
cooperative farms, the Government shall have the right to administer such farms in any manner it seems fit: provided further that until the government decides upon the manner in which such farms are to be administered the present managers of these farms shall have responsibility to continue administering them.


Ï The Government shall pay appropriate compensation for movable property and permanent 
works on such farms: provided that compensation shall not be paid for the value of the land. 
(End)


ETHIOPIA TEKDEM
EDITORIAL: Biting the hands that feed.
Ethiopian Herald September 5, 1975

If there is any one thing that enemies of Ethiopian unity almost always forget to realise is that this nation has the will, strength, determination and stamina to remain united. Those who fail to draw this valuable lesson from history go on making pitiable mistakes and deserve utter ridicule and condemnation for their rabid actions. 

This is precisely the case with regard to the separatist movements currently trying to accomplish the impossible in the Eritrean region of this country. The separatist elements in Eritrea seem to be drawing a lot of attention from sources bent on distorting facts. It is highly incredible that certain seemingly self-respecting international news agencies should degenerate into an abysmal state of incredibility. 

It should have dawned on such sources of fabricated news that baseless and malicious propagation of such trash can only contribute to the confusion of international public opinion. 

One only wonders what benefit perpetrators of such lies hope to gain from such a wanton exercise. The prophets of doom and destruction can rest assured that their wishful thinking and wild dreams will never be realised. Ethiopian unity is granite that no brokers in international brigandage can barter for gain let alone seriously endanger. This will continue to be proved until the end of time much to the great chargin of the enemies of this land.


It is sad to note that news agencies which ostensibly claim to pride themselves on being fair and just should cast aspirations on others while their own house has not yet been set in order.
Eritrea has always been and will always remain an integral part of its motherland Ethiopia. 

Even during the brief period during which that part of this country has been under colonial rule, it has always been spiritually part and parcel of its motherland though it was temporarily physically separated.

 Our patriotic Ethiopian brothers in the Eritrean region have all along been keeping the torch of freedom and nationalism burning bright. The motto these gallant sons and daughters had 
embraced was nothing less than "Ethiopia or Death". The presence of certain flies in this 
ointment will do nothing to mar or discredit these firm supporters of national unity.


Ethiopia has not been lacking in enemies who are always on the alert only to discover that they can get nowhere in their evil designs. Their stooges abound in number. It is to be recalled that a high-level committee has recently been set up to work out a lasting solution to the Eritrean problem. 

While the Government has been showing every sign of goodwill and co-operation, those wedded to separatist tendencies in the service of aliens have not reciprocated this in any way at all. They have in fact stepped up their divisive efforts at a time when Ethiopia is passing through such an unprecedented change aimed at ensuing the freedom and equality of all 
irrespective of tribe, creed or religion.


The unity of Ethiopia is an article of faith and those who may be entertaining the wild hope of 
bringing about dismemberment are living in a dream world. The stand of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council (PMAC) on this has been firm and will remain unequivocal. 

As a custodian and repository of the hopes and aspirations as well as the wish of the plurality of the Ethiopian people, Ethiopia's military leadership will make quite certain that the territorial integrity of this country is maintained - and maintained well. Errand boys of foreign Arab countries should not misconstrue the patience of the Ethiopian people for ignorance. No more biting the hand that feeds. Ethiopia Tikdem and down with traitors! (End)
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MOHAMMED SAID
Director of information,
Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF)
Interviewed by 
Godwin Matatu

Ï AFRICA: How does the ELF assess the military and political aspects of the recent 
escalation of the war between its army, the Popular Liberation Forces, and the Ethiopian Armed Forces?

Ï SAID: The recent developments in Eritrea came as a surprise to the outside world, but to us it was not. The escalation of the war was a logical development in the guerrilla war which we 
started 14 years ago. Starting with small guerrilla bands, the size of our fighting forces has 
progressively increased to thousands over this period; when we began, we had very old weapons, but now our guerrillas carry sophisticated arms. 


A few months ago, we assessed the overall situation and found that we had liberated a 
substantial part of our country, especially the rural areas. We decided that conditions were ripe to take the war inside the towns where units of the Ethiopian army are stationed. We were also encouraged by the increased determination of the Eritrean population to fight, no matter what the price, until the independence of Eritrea is achieved. 

The workers' strikes, especially in Assab and Massawa ports, and the student strikes throughout Eritrea, confirmed out people's total rejection of Ethiopian occupation of our country. 


Regarding the military situation, our forces are succeeding in making daring attacks in the heart of Samara itself; they have cut oil supplies for Ethiopia by blowing up a bridge 140 kms to the west of the Eritrean seaport of Assab, which has a refinery and which Ethiopia uses for military purposes; they have attacked numerous military posts near the small towns which were part of the Ethiopian Army's supply routes; the general situation is one of continuing war and the ELF is confident that the fighting in Eritrea will become stronger, not weaker. 

The fighting has also succeeded in lowering the morale of the Ethiopian military; recently 50 Eritrean officers serving in the Ethiopian Navy Command in Massawa deserted to join our forces. 

Ï AFRICA: You will agree that most of the freedom-loving people in Africa also believe in the unification, rather than the disintegration, of African peoples and countries. Is the 
dismemberment of the Ethiopian state, which the secession of Eritrea will entail, not 
inconsistent with this ideal?

Ï SAID: First I would like to clarify one point. Eritrea is not part of Ethiopia, and has never been for the last four or five centuries. It was under Italian domination from 1869 until 1941 when the armies of the Allies occupied it in the wake of the last World War. In 1950, the United Nations, by its Resolution 390, federated Eritrea with Ethiopia. 


This resolution did not take into account the wishes of the Eritrean people, who were opposed to the federal idea and wanted full independence, just like other former Italian colonies such as Libya and Somalia. However, under the federation Eritrea had a government, parliament, flag, emblem and security forces of its own.

 These were progressively nullified by Ethiopia and this culminated in the unilateral annexation of Eritrea by Haile Selassie in November 1962, when our country was declared Ethiopia's 14th province. It is against the background of expansionist actions by Ethiopia that our demands for full independence must be seen.


Now we come to your question. We are not against unity; we like Africa to be united and our 
movement believes that the future lies in unity. But, equally, we believe that unity must not be 
imposed by military means or oppression; unity must stem from the will of the people and must be for the interests of the people. 

We are conscious that there are many common interests between Eritrea and Ethiopia, as there are between Eritrea and other African countries. And we are sure that in the long run there will be true unity with Ethiopia based on the interests of the people, and not the interests of expansionists like Haile Selassie and his successors. 


Unity cannot be achieved by massacres; in the past 14 years Ethiopia killed 30,000 Eritreans 
and today there are 100,000 Eritreans living as refugees in the Sudan. No unity can be achieved in this manner. We would like our African brothers to know that we are not against unity, but we have been occupied by a neighbouring country.

 How can, for example, Tanzania occupy Uganda or Kenya occupy Somalia in the name of African unity? It is unthinkable. It should be unthinkable in our case also. 

Ï AFRICA: Recently President Nimeiri of the Sudan offered to mediate between the 
Ethiopian Government and the ELF with a view of finding a peaceful solution. What is the response of your organization to this initiative?

Ï SAID: When President Nimeiri offered to mediate we responded favourably, and we shall soon be sending a delegation to Sudan. We are ready to negotiate with the Ethiopians in order to seek a peaceful solution; we have always been. Since last August we specifically declared that we were against the continuation of war, and we approached the OAU, the UN, and several Arab and African governments, requesting to mediate between us and Ethiopia. We want peace; but we have our conditions.

Ï AFRICA: What are those conditions?

Ï SAID: Firstly, we cannot accept peace which implies the continuation of Ethiopia's occupation of our country. Secondly, Ethiopia must accept and recognize the right to self-determination and full independence of the Eritrean people. 

Thirdly, the ELF will refuse to negotiate with any Eritrean group that is established by Ethiopia or the Governor-General of Eritrea; for this is a means by which the Government of Eritrea seeks to localise the Eritrean question and avoid the fact that they are a colonial power in our country. 

And the Ethiopians must accept the ELF and the Popular Liberation Front (PLF) as the sole and legitimate representative of the Eritrean people. Fourthly, any negotiations between the Ethiopian Government and the representatives of the Eritrean revolution must be held in neutral territory under the auspices of the OAU, the UN, and the Arab League.

 These are our terms, but let me insist that we cannot accept any partial solutions. 
Let me also add that so long as Ethiopia eschews our olive branch, it will get from us more 
bullets and bombs; the weapons which our forces have obtained of late have no less effect and 
value than the weapons that are in possession of the Ethiopian army.

Ï AFRICA: In today's circumstances, where clearly Eritrea has been part of the Ethiopian state and has been regarded as such by the international community, it has been suggested that perhaps the basis for a peaceful solution is not secession, but a certain degree of autonomy for Eritrea within the Ethiopian state. Are you willing to consider this?

Ï SAID: We have had bitter experiences with Ethiopia because they did not respect the UN 
resolution which established a federal system. They unilaterally changed it into a complete 
annexation and military occupation of our country. 

This and the hardship that our people have faced during the last 14 years of war, has eroded any trust that could be placed in the Ethiopian Government. Really, there is very little room for compromise; Eritreans are determined to have their full independence.

Ï AFRICA: To press the question further, would you consider a solution to the Eritrean 
problem along the lines of the agreement that ended the war between the North and South of Sudan?

Ï SAID: The question of the southern and northern parts of Sudan are quite different from that of Eritrea because the former was part of the Sudanese Republic. Eritrea is not part of Ethiopia and we are not Ethiopians. 

We are an African country colonised by another. If our brothers elsewhere in Africa fought for independence from colonialism, why should Eritreans be deprived from a similar right? We will not consider any federal or regional solution; our claim is for self-determination and independence. Eritreans must have the right to decide their own future; and if, afterwards, they decide to be Ethiopians, then we accept that. But this cannot be decided for them, nor can it be imposed by military aggression. 

Ï AFRICA: It is said that one of the reasons why Ethiopians are reluctant to consider full independence for Eritrea is that they feel Ethiopia would be economically vulnerable. Is there any justification for these fears?

Ï SAID: WE do not want to destroy Ethiopia at all. If you are talking about the rumours that have been spread that we will deprive Ethiopia access to the Red Sea, then this is not so. For many centuries, Ethiopia, as our neighbour, has always used Eritrean ports as outlets to the Red Sea. 


The ELF is not going to change this; but it must not be taken for granted. Ethiopia's use of our 
ports must come as a result of an agreement between two sovereign nations, not by force. 
We hope Ethiopians will be wise enough to solve the Eritrean problem and concentrate on 
developing their own country (Faded word) a costly war which they will never win
(Faded word) will fail in the same way as Haile Selassie. War is a double-edged dagger. 

Ï AFRICA: The ELF has reportedly been getting most of its support and arms from the 
Arab countries and, indeed, your Foreign Mission has its headquarters here in Beirut, 
Lebanon. This has led to the belief in some circles that your organization intends to 
substitute the heterogeneous complexion of Eritrea with a strong pro-Arab orientation?

Ï SAID: The Ethiopian Military Council is very cunning. First they say that the war has escalated because of foreign intervention, and now they say we are fighting to create an Arab state. As a liberation movement, we have the right to ask for arms from anywhere: Africa, Europe, and the Arab world. This is a right that has been exercised by all liberation movements in other parts of Africa. 

For example, our brothers in Guinea-Bissau received military aid from the Soviet Union, 
but that did not mean that they wanted to create a Soviet state in their country. 
We contacted African, Arab and socialist countries for help; and, it is true, most of our arms 
have come from the Arab world but that help is very little in relation to our requirements. 

If our Ethiopian brothers think this is wrong, it is also legitimate for us to ask whether they want Ethiopia to be the 52nd state of the United States, because they get most of their arms from that country. 


The Ethiopians are exploiting the tune which was played by imperialists to create a schism 
between Africans and Arabs. They are trying to spoil the face of the Eritrean revolution. We are not being pushed by Arabs; when we started our struggle 14 years ago, we were not even allowed to move freely in the Arab countries. 

Our struggle began a long time ago inside Eritrea, and we only received arms from the Arabs four years ago. The Ethiopians are falsifying the situation and attempting to create contradictions between Arabs and Africans. 

We are Eritreans, and the ELF is nationalist movement fighting for the liberation of our country. It is not necessary to be pushed by any other country. 

Ï AFRICA: What efforts have you made to explain the Eritrean issue to other Africans?

Ï SAID: We have made many contacts with our brothers in Africa, especially governments and voluntary organizations. Gen. Idi Amin of Uganda invited our representative in Libya recently so that he could hear our side. 

After our briefing to him, he stated that Uganda was willing to intervene in the Eritrean question and he sent a cable to the Government of Ethiopia asking them to accept the principle of self-determination for Eritrea. 

The Ethiopians, of course, rebuked him and said he did not have a right to intervene in the internal affairs of the country. President Tolbert of Liberia and the Tanzanian Government have just recently been in contact with us urging us to stop the bloodshed in Eritrea and work out a peaceful solution. 


We are sending a delegation in the near future to African countries to explain our case, to 
explain that we are not secessionists and that we are not trying to separate an African country. 
Because Ethiopia has insisted all along that Eritrea is an internal problem, most Africans have 
been deprived of the full facts and have been hostile to us. However, we are sure that once they are aware of our position, they will support us. 


We would like to ask them to remember the days of their bitter suffering and struggle against 
colonialism. We ask them now to realize that here is an African country suffering from 
oppression by an African country. This is awkward. And we would like to reassure them that we are for African unity, with African interests, and are not anyone's agents. They must not hesitate to help us; we are a liberation movement struggling for national liberation in Eritrea. 
                                     (End) 

 
