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                                HAIL THE DEPARTURE OF THE REACTIONARY CLIQUE!

                  EFLNA'S STATEMENT ON THE RESIGNATION OF THE FOREIGN MISSION

    The Eritrean people are struggling with great determination and self-sacrifice to wipe out colonialism and all form of oppression and to build, on their ruins, a new, just, prosperous and peaceful society.
     Under the leadership of the Eritrean People's Liberation Forces (EPLF) the Eritrean struggle is persisting on the road of self-reliance consolidating its internal unity, overcoming all conspiracies of the enemy and internal reaction, and strengthening its international solidarity; thus, it is bound to be victorious.

    The development of any national movement, like that of society itself, unfolds through the resolution of its internal contradictions.  In a national democratic revolution, all patriotic forces unite and wage armed struggle against colonialism, imperialism and feudalism in order to solve the principal contradiction.  

At the same time, an internal struggle is waged within the patriotic front to resolve secondary contradictions.  In any national movement, as the revolutionary vanguard gains strength and its correct line gains the upperhand, the class struggle between the progressive and reactionary forces intensifies.  

As they see their power wane, their future interest threatened and their dreams coming to an end, the reactionary forces begin to move frantically to reassert their power and secure their position.  If their efforts meet with failure, they actively work to obstruct and prevent the revolution from advancing forward.  At this juncture, they are even prepared to ally themselves with the enemy in order to safeguard their selfish interest.  

Thus, the expulsion of such a reactionary group from the revolution is welcome.  It not only saves the revolution from dangerous consequences but also helps it to make forward strides.  It enables the revolutionary forces to strengthen and consolidate their unity and raise the class consciousness of the masses.  It assures the revolution of its inevitable final victory.  This is a truth borne out by world revolutionary experience.

     On March 23, 1976, the Foreign Mission of the EPLF resigned and broke off its relations with the EPLF.  The ex-Foreign Mission's move was sparked off by the EPLF'S refusal to accept the Khartoum Agreement.  On the basis of its correct and principled stand on national unity, the EPLF had rejected the Khartoum "Unity" Agreement, an agreement that was designed to protect the interests of reactionaries and opportunists and was concluded because of outside pressure.  

     In order to hide this truth and create confusion, the ex-Foreign Mission issued a declaration on March 25, 1976 in which it states that it severed its relationship because the EPLF has ignored the people's desire for unity and does not have a clear stand on how to achieve national unity.
  It further states that out of its deep concern for the revolution and in order to avoid further schisms and splits, it will withhold all the EPLF property (arms, money, food, medical and other supplies) under its possession. (As if this is not enough, the former Foreign Mission together with a handful of Eritrean reactionaries continues to pose as the representative of the EPLF and make political deals in its name.)

     Today, the EPLF is shouldering a heavy revolutionary responsibility.  It is waging the revolutionary struggle throughout the country.  It is tirelessly working to bring about principled national unity, mobilize and politicize the masses, and protect the people from the enemy, especially those hundreds of thousands of displace people under its shelter.  It is striving hard to find short-term and long-term solutions to the problems of the refugees in the Sudan.  

On the other hand, Ethiopian colonialism, failing to stem the revolutionary tide has in desperation turned its guns, bayonets, bombs etc. against the civilian population and is conducting a genocidal war.
  Precisely at the time, when it should step up its propaganda work and diplomatic offensive to expose and foil the enemy's fascistic designs and aim, increase material, political and moral support for the revolution, the former Foreign Mission has resigned from its responsibility and has withheld arms, money and supplies collected in the name of the Eritrean people and the EPLF.

     Thus, the Foreign Mission has objectively collaborated with the enemy's designs to crush the Eritrean revolution and exterminate its people.  As if this la not enough, the ex Foreign Mission is squandering the people's money and exploiting backward sentiments in its attempt to slander the EPLF and organize a reactionary force. Further, in an attempt to strangle the EPLF, the former Foreign Mission has continued its political activities and diplomatic contacts, still posing as the official representative of the EPLF.

This is not the first time that certain members of the ex Foreign Mission have engaged in reactionary conspiracies designed to protect their class interest.  The notorious opportunist Osman Saleh Sabbe and his reactionary clique have committed numerous crimes against the Eritrean Revolution and our struggling people.  As members of the Supreme Council (1961-69), they inflamed secondary contradictions and caused schisms and divisions among the masses and the fighters (leading to the liquidation of several hundreds of freedom fighters.)

 On the international arena, they falsified the nature of the Eritrean struggle and misrepresented the line of their revolution.  Later when they became the Foreign Mission of the EPLF (1970-75), they continued their reactionary political activities both at home and abroad.  In 1974, when the fascist "Derg" came to power in Ethiopia, Sabbe and his clique, without consultation with and the approval of the EPLF declared their willingness to negotiate a "peaceful solution" to the Eritrean question.  

     In September 1975, the clique signed a reactionary and opportunist merger agreement with the Revolutionary Council of the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) without the authorization and in opposition to the principled stand of the EPLF.  Even though the ex Foreign Mission was forced to resign because the EPLF would not succumb to its dictatorship and accept the Khartoum Agreement, it continues its machinations in an attempt to strangle the EPLF into submission.

In light of the above, Eritreans for Liberation in North America (EFLNA);

1.
Condemns the former Foreign Mission for;

a.
withholding arms and medical and food supplies at a time when the Eritrean people are                 

            facing mass extermination.

b.
continuing its political activities and diplomatic contacts on behalf of the EPLF            even though it has resigned from the position.

C.
its vicious propaganda aimed at denigrating the EPLF, the vanguard of the 

            Eritrean Revolution, dividing the masses and strangling the Revolution.

d.
its attempt to organize a reactionary force, and

e.
the anti-popular and counter-revolutionary role it has taken up.

2.
Gives its full support to the EPLF for;

a.
striving to bring about principled unity of the revolutionary forces in Eritrea,
 b.
standing firm on its principles in the face of reactionary and opportunist intimidation and          manoeuvers and outside pressure,

C.
adhering to the mass-line and the principle of self-reliance,

d.
choosing to shoulder temporary difficulties (ie. sever its relations with the ex-Foreign Mission) rather than give up its principled stand, after skillfully maintaining its tactical alliance with the ex-Foreign Mission through "unity and struggle", which is consistent with the stage of a national democratic revolution,

e.
resolving to shoulder with great determination and sacrifices the difficulties created as a result of the opportunist and treacherous conspiracies.

3.
Calls on;

a.
the fighters of the EPLF and ELF to strengthen their unity and struggle against any reactionary and opportunist force.  EFLNA is confident that the EPLF and ELF fighters will oppose and expose the conspiracies of the notorious reactionary clique (of Osman Sabbe)

b.
the Eritrean masses, all Eritrean patriots, and particularly Eritrean organisations abroad to condemn the former Foreign Mission, to oppose and expose its reactionary conspiracies, to demand that it hand over all EPLF property (to the EPLF) and to resolutely shoulder their national responsibilities at this difficult hour.

4. Calls on all friends of the Eritrean Revolution, and especially the socialist and progressive countries, parties and organisations to closely follow the recent development in the Eritrean Revolution, break all ties and contacts with the former Foreign Mission, condemn its anti-popular and counter-revolutionary activities, and step up their political, material and moral support the EPLF.

a.
welcomes and expresses jubilation at the resignation of the ex-Foreign Mission, realizing that its departure is a victory to the national liberation movement of the Eritrean people, and especially to the progressive force in the Revolution.

b.
believes that the departure of the Ex Foreign' Mission will strengthen the revolutionary line of the EPLF, create favorable conditions for publicizing the correct line of the EPLF abroad, facilitate the establishment of principled unity of the forces of the Eritrean Revolution, and heighten the class consciousness of the Eritrean masses.

C.
affirms its determination to oppose any reactionary force and its readiness to shoulder its responsibility to overcomes the temporary difficulties created by traitors, opportunists and reactionaries.

DOWN WITH COLONIALISM, IMPERIALISM AND REACTION!

VICTORY TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE UPPRESSED ERITREAN PEOPLE!

Eritreans for liberation in N. America May 5, 1976

EPLF Memorandum

P. 30-1

In light of the outcome of the Khartoum meeting of March 18-23, 1976, between the Foreign Mission and a delegation representing the Field, the Eritrean People Liberation Forces (EPLF) leadership would like to submit the following memorandum to all friends of the Eritrean revolution - states, organisations and personalities which supported the struggle of the Eritrean people financially, morally, and materially.  The EPLF leadership reaffirms that the outcome of the Khartoum meeting was a natural result of the abnormal and unique nature of the relationship between the Field and the Foreign Mission. 

To further clarify this relationship which has prevailed since the inception of the revolution in 1961 we would like to briefly explain the following facts.

Exiled nationalist elements had established the Eritrean Liberation Front on the second year of the armed struggle and appointed themselves as the leaders of this organisation under the name of the "Supreme Council" of the Eritrean Liberation Front. 

By virtue of the blind confidence which was vested in any nationalist elements as well as the lack of awareness of the requirements of the revolution, the Supreme Council was looked upon as a traditional leadership above criticism and accountability.  The Council exploited the confidence of the masses and their lack of awareness to make itself an absolute authority.  

During the period of political enlightenment in 1967, the forces in the Eritrean field began putting forward clearly defined demands calling for the general restructuring of the Front.  However, because of its paternal outlook, the Supreme Council carried out superficial reforms that did not get to the core of the matter.  This deprived the Supreme Council of the confidence it had enjoyed in the early stages.  Despite the absence of this confidence, the Supreme Council was able to stay in power by engendering and fanning internal contradictions on the Eritrean scene.

When the EPLF was founded in 1970, the Supreme Council had undergone a serious split caused by internal power struggle and the "General Secretariat" had emerged as a counterweight to the Supreme Council.  The initial relationship of the EPLF with the General Secretariat stemmed from their common stand against the fascist practices of the General Command In the field.

    When, in early 1972, the General Secretariat changed its name to the "Foreign Mission", the RPLF accepted this as it was itself passing through a transitional stage.  However, once again, the Foreign Mission attempted to place itself above criticism and accountability.

    The EPLF's objective of clearly defining and straightening the straightening out the vague and tense relationship that had existed between the Field and the foreign mission since 1962 could not be carried out because of the civil war.  However, as soon as the civil war was over and the EPLF prepared to settle the question of the relationship between the Foreign Mission and the Field, the Foreign Mission concocted the Khartoum Agreement with the aim of circumventing the principled stand of the EPLF regarding the unity of the Eritrean revolution. 

 The Foreign Mission attempted to impose the Khartoum Agreement - an agreement that serves its interests, enables it to perpetuate its claim of absolute dictation on the Eritrean revolution, and exercise political extortion against a people who have suffered the ugliest form of colonialism.

Therefore, the EFLF regards the resignation of the Foreign Mission as an inestimably valuable gain.  On this basis, we hereby declare that the former Foreign Mission no longer represents nor has it any right to speak on behalf of the EPLF as of March 23, 1976, the date on which it announced its resignation from the EPLF.  

Furthermore, the EPLF would like to reassure the friends of the Eritrean people that the resignation of the Foreign 
Mission will in no way affect its basic principles regarding the unity of the forces of the Eritrean revolution.  It will continue the armed struggle until the evacuation of the last soldier of the Ethiopian occupation forces, the liberation of every inch of Eritrean territory and the establishment of a democratic government which will assure all Eritreans freedom, equality and peace.

With best regards,

The leadership of the EPLF.

March 28, 1976.
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Aida Kidane

aikisw@hotmail.com
November 2010 Sweden
