                                    THE AMERICAN'S PENETRATION OF ERITREA
                                                             LOBBAN

                                                By ELF Office/ Damascus 
     In this book, the progressive American writer, Dr. Richard Lobban, unveils the American political, economic and military intervention in Eritrea. The book, also, discloses the dimensions of the U.S. imperialist secret war against our people who is fighting to secure his fundamental rights in liberty, democracy, peace and progress. 

    Dr Lobban, has been to the liberated zones in Eritrea for two weeks, where he moved with the Eritrean Liberation Army among the masses of the country.  He wrote several articles about the Eritrean revolutionary liberation war against the barbaric aggressors.  
 But, in this book, Dr. Lobban calls upon all progressive, democratic forces and peace-loving people to excert their utmost to unveil the ugly face of American intervention in Eritrea. Disclosing the secrecy of this aggressive war of the American imperialists in our country is the duty of all peace-loving people.  

                                                                                          ELF office, Damascus  

                                                                                          February, 1973

             Elsewhere I have attempted to describe something of the history and nature of the Eritrean struggle for national liberation. In this book the prime concern is the role of American imperialism which stands behind the feudal regime of Haile Selassie. The magnitude of the American involvement cannot be over-stressed as it is the economic and military aid from the United States which permits, not only the war in Eritrea to continue, but for Haile Selassie himself, to retain his status as Emperor and "Conquering Lion of Judah". 

The Kagnew Station 

   Top on the list of American priorities in Ethiopia is the Kagnew Communications Center located near Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. This base was formerly an Italian military communications center until end of Second World War. In 1953 American military aid began to flow to Ethiopia but this was considered as "rent" for the Kagnew station.
   The twenty-five year lease for the grounds of the facility is due to expire in 1978 and the Symington Committee of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee has concluded that Kagnew has become technologically obsolete and that the British island of Diego Gracia in the Indian Ocean may be a better location for subsequent communications facilities. Currently the U.S. budget for Kagnew approaches 13 million dollars annually; this hefty expenditure attests to the importance of this big U.S. military base. 
  Strict security at Kagnew prevents ELF attacks on the base which "…relays military and diplomatic messages and does space research among other functions, details of which are secret." (N.Y, Times, 27 Sept. 1968) It is now known that among the many tasks of the station one assignment is to keep tabs on several African liberation movements, such as FRELIMO in Mozambique. By certain complicated techniques in radio triangulation, the locations of guerrilla forces in Mozambique and elsewhere are monitored.
    The seventy million dollar complex is the largest high-frequency station for the United States outside of American domestic facilities. The location features high altitude (7,600 feet) near the equator; both of these are desirable qualities for radio transmission. Specialists in cryptography are kept busy deciphering messages relayed from socialist and Arab countries; even messages from the White House sometimes pass through Kagnew.
    In 1967 there were approximately 3,200 Americans and their dependents based in and around Kagnew. Official estimates for 1970 indicate that this level has been maintained. Some on-the-scene reporters have said that the true figure is actually much closer to 4,500. Thus, it should be clear that this is no ordinary base, but a vital link in the Americans' intelligence system.
   An American major and two non-commissioned officers are stationed at Kagnew and, presumably, were on hand for the February 1971 visit to the base by General Westmoreland of Vietnam infamy. A month later, Brigadier General Robert Meyer, Commander of the U.S. Strategic Communications Command also visited the base with the view of strengthening the security system. Portions of the 200-man "military advisory group" to Ethiopia are also based at Kagnew. 
   While the State Department has generated a smoke screen of denials that these men were Green Berets involved in counter-insurgency training, there can be little doubt that this is a function of the group. The U.S. Army's "Strike Command" Commander also manages to make an annual visit to Ethiopia and Eritrea to stay abreast of events which may require him to move his mobile force into this "danger spot" if need be. 

American military involvement

 Since the start of American military aid in 1953 the flow of American dollars has passed the 150 million dollar mark. This large figure does not include additional millions of hidden funds about which the average taxpayer will forever remain ignorant. More relevant is that more than half of all the American military aid to Black Africa has been going to Ethiopia, which also has the longest standing aid program. Projected spending only shows a maintenance of these amounts at this high level.
   Three Ethiopian Army battalions fitting the Eritrean Liberation Front fighters have been trained and armed by American military personnel. In fact, the entire 40,000 man Imperial Army has been created with American money. Here again, this is one of Black Africa's largest standing armies. 
   From 1953 to 1963 American military aid was of relatively modest proportions but in 1963 the first acceleration of spending began. It was at this time when a squadron of F-5 fighter jets and a 55-man counter-insurgency team were first officially acknowledged by Washington. That this team has increased almost four-fold in the subsequent eight years suggests that the American advisors have fared no better in Eritrea than in the jungles of Cambodia, Laos, or Vietnam.  

    The Ethiopian Air force is equipped with both jet fighters and fighter-bombers from American sources. These weapons are particularly well suited to counter-insurgency warfare and have seen action in the Congo (Zaire) in crushing the Simba resistance. The Air force gained international attention in its punitive strikes against Keren in the Eritrean highlands in which hundreds were killed by explosive devices and napalm.
    At present the American government has given at least two squadrons of military aircraft to the Ethiopian government including the following models: T-28, F-86, and C-119. In June of 1972 one of the T-28's was hijacked to Aden in the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen. 

 The Ethiopian Navy, based at Massawa in Eritrea, consists of American-built ships. These ships figure in coastal sweeps and coast guard activities designed to prevent the trans-shipment of arms from Yemen to Eritrea just across the mouth of the Red Sea. Iskender Desta, grandson of the Emperor, and Commodore of the Navy, is formally in charge of the blockade, but his reputation of international playboy contribute to the relative ineffectuality of the blockade. 

   The Second Army Division of the Ethiopian Army is in charge of the security and defense of Eritrea. Their brutal search and destroy missions have forced thousands out of their homes into the neighbouring Sudan where they live the life of exile. The 10,000 soldiers of the Second Division are fighting the same battle along side of the 5,000 Israeli-trained police commandos. The scorched earth campaign of Brigadier General Merid Bayene of the Second Army Division has devastated many hamlets such as Garabeet, Adfaki, Sanheet, Tukumbia, Sawa, and Falket. 
   This is all part of a deliberate policy to drive popular support away from the E.L.F. Attempts at arming villagers against the E.L.F. were also halted when the authorities found that most of the guns were getting into E.L.F. hands. In desperation the Second Division, then under General Debebe Haile Mariam, withdrew, and decided to concentrate on fortified hamlets and military outposts. These abandoned zones form the bulk of the hard fought liberated territory of the E.L.F.

  In the frustration of their defeat, the Ethiopian military tore a page from the Green Beret terror manuals and held public executions of E.L.F. fighters and presumed sympathizers. Their frenzy was only increased when E.L.F. fighters carried out a daring daylight attack on the Keren-Asmara highway on 21 November 1970 and killed General Teshome Irgetu, the Commander of the Second Army Division.

  The Ethiopian Marine Commando Forces are the only military group which is not trained by Americans. The force is trained by Israelis and is concentrated on stopping the arms smuggling across the Red Sea. 

American political involvement

  In 1941 "Italian East Africa" was "liberated" by the British forces. After years of debate a Resolution of the United Nations was finally initiated in September 1952 with the provision that "Eritrea shall constitute an autonomous unit federated with Ethiopia". This agreement was reached only after numerous secret talks between British and American administrators. A formal, but then secret, pact was signed between the United States and Haile Selassie in 1960 but this represented only a direct continuation of the early American commitments.
   This agreement provided for additional arms build up for Ethiopia to counter guerrillas in Eritrea and to contain the border problems with Somalia to the South. In this secret agreement the United States "...reaffirmed its continuing interest in the security of Ethiopia and its opposition to any activities threatening the territorial integrity of Ethiopia".

 Central Intelligence Agency agents are active during the years following the American promise of support to feudalism. Some of the more notable personages were the following: Samuel Drakulich, Army and Navy Intelligence, AID official and security officer in Addis Ababa; Ray Foreaker, ex-police inspector, Army Security, U.S. Information Agency officer was also a security officer in Addis Ababa. Joined with them was William Uanna, Army Weapons Designer, CIA agent, and Department of State-Office of Security. 

   More specifically, Thomas Mulvehill, ex-military intelligence specialist, and expert on Libya and Nigeria was the Council General at Asmara. George Kinter from the Army and CIA was an officer at Asmara and was fluent in Italian. Wynant Hubbard, also of Army Intelligence and an ex-mining corporation director was also stationed in Asmara. Warren Hawley, a former Pentagon analyst also spent time in Asmara as the Vice-Consul. Of course, such information as this is difficult to come by and must be considered both dated and fragmentary. 

American Economic Penetration

   The level of America's commitment to Ethiopia can be measured by the more than 240 dollars of economic aid given to the feudal regime in the last twenty years. This is above the 150 million dollars of military aid already mentioned. Thus, this brings the known American financial involvement in Ethiopia to approximately 400 million dollars.
    The so-called "Development aid" does virtually nothing to develop Ethiopia which has remained one of Africa's least prosperous nations, despite being the recipient of America's greatest aid to Black Africa. This pathetic situation is explained by the American preoccupation with Ethiopia's natural resources and cheap labor as well as the strategic location of this country in the horn of Africa. 

 Estimates of the unmined iron ore deposits in Eritrea total more than 220 billion tons. The Ralph Pearson mining Company, an American firm, has been granted tax exempt mining rights to many of Eritrea's natural resources. Kaiser Industries is prospecting for potash in the eastern coastal lowlands of Eritrea. More than 200 other American companies also have a presence in either Ethiopia or Eritrea.
   Currently Gulf Oil and a Mobil-Esso consortium are undertaking oil exploration off the coast at Massawa where they have had oil rights since 1963. Gold has been mined in Eritrea since the end of last century with annual production set at about 20 million dollars. Another major resource of Ethiopia is the cash crop-coffee. Just as elsewhere in the Third World a single cash crop dominates the traditional society. Large agricultural holdings under an absentee landlord system are devoted to this crop which is Ethiopia's major foreign currency earner.
    While Ethiopian lands are potentially rich the dominance of coffee distorts the economy to the degree that widespread starvation is not uncommon in some of the rural areas. In this regard Ethiopia is similar to Angola or Brazil which are other major coffee producers propped by American imperialist interests.
    It is significant that coffee is produced in these countries since the harvest of the coffee bean is extremely labor intensive and requires massive cheap labor to permit harvest at great profit. The reactionary rulers of these countries help keep down the price of coffee at the expense of their working people.
    The booming population of Ethiopia creates a cheap, ever-ready pool of labor which is forced to compete for positions involving super-exploration or face starvation. This picture of total economic stagnation is only worsened by the alliance of American imperialism and the Ethiopian ruling nobility. Peasants have been driven from their lands because they could not compete with the encroachment of coffee plantations or pay the extortionate rents exacted by the unscrupulous landlords.
   The crisis is reaching the Ethiopian, as well as the Eritrean, masses but the only response has been greater military and police repression. In the three year period between 1964 and 1967 there was a 68.2% increase in military expenditure which outstripped the 57.9% increase in the gross national product. In this same period the American military aid increased 1.7 times. Clearly the American economic and military aid is, at best, a patch-up job designed to starve off not only the Eritrean revolution but a total collapse of the entire Ethiopian ruling class. 

Americans under attack in Eritrea

  While few have heard of the Eritrean national liberation movement even fewer are aware that there have been American casualties. Many of the American casualties in Eritrea have been kept secret in order to avoid attracting attention to the struggle that the American ruling class would rather forget. Yet some events have gained international publicity. 

  In July 1965 two United States airmen, Cpt. Ronald Dolecki and Chief Warrant Officer Jack Kalbach were captured by the E.L.F. while the two servicemen were on, what they termed, "an aerial mapping survey". 
   Two weeks of searching by 10,000 troops failed to produce the men who were subsequently released by the E.L.F. Also in 1965 the United States was forced to evacuate its former wartime bases on Mt. Hammid and Mt. Rorahabab on the Sudanese border because supply convoys had come under severe attack by E.L.F. fighters. In March of 1967 a special U.S. State Department task force was set up to watch over the area's "problems". Also in 1967, two waiters at the Kagnew base officers' club were arrested as E.L.F. agents. 

Heavy fighting between the Eritrean Liberation Army and Ethiopian forces broke out between 23 April and 7 May 1969 in hopes of crushing the E.L.A. Stiff resistance were met and six American "advisors" were reported killed. Later in 1969 four Americans on a "National Geographic" study team were held by the E.L.F. for 16 days before being released.  It is said that other incidents between the E.L.F. and American servicemen have occoured but they are publicly dismissed as being the work of shifta (bandits).

 On 13 February 1970 the American Secretary of State, William P. Rogers reported that the American Consul General, Murray Jackson, had been kidnapped by the E.L.F. near Asmara. After this, security tightened considerably and Americans were told to travel only in two-car convoys and not to drive far from the Asmara area. By the end of 1970 the Emperor declared a State of Emergency to invoke martial law in all of Eritrea. 

  In January 1971 the E.L.F. struck at the American again, and ambushed and killed a G.I. from Brooklyn, Ricardo Echeandia, who was reportedly "delivering U.S. Army mail!" Shortly afterward more M-16 automatic rifles were requested by Ethiopia and this request has been transmitted to the United States Congress. Some have said that the ambush was actually planned by the Ethiopians to pressure the U.S. into granting the request for additional arms.

   These cases can only point to one thing: American involvement is increasing as the E.L.F. grows stronger and bolder and as the Ethiopian Imperial Government is less able to defend itself from its own people without outside aid from the United States. 
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