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INTRODUCTION

The Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF), as a progressive
organization, appraises and struggies to solve the Eritrean people’s
national question scientifically. In different historical periods and
different places of the world, peoples have struggled to determine
their own destiny. The root cause for the struggle for self-determina-
tion is the system of the exploitation of man by man. In the solution of
different demands for self-determination the historical development
of the particular nation, its economic and cultural conditions, the
relationship between the oppressor and oppressed nations and the
concrete situation of the surrouding region and the world should be
taken into consideration. The EPLF has not only clarified this
question but, realizing that is its primary duty to find a correct
solution, has also been struggling hard to properly shoulder this
responsibility. The EPLF shoulders this responsibility out of the
realization that is a national obligation imposed by its internationalist
duty. In the short memorandum, the EPLF attempts to clarify, in a
brief and compact presentation, the origin of the Eritrean people's
national question and its views concerning its solution to all the
world’s progressive forces.,
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Every national question has its own historico-economic causes.
Hence, the Eritrean national question has not emerged from nothing.
The Eritrean national question, the long standing struggle and
sacrifices of the Eritrean people against oppression and exploitation
and for independence and liberation is just and progressive. To clearly
grasp the nature of the Eritrean struggle, an understanding of its
origing is necessary.

Unlike the interpretation of the Shoan feudal expansionists, imperial-
ists and the «Greater Ethiopias chauvinists, the EFLF, as the
progressive vanguard of the Eritrean revolution, understands and
accepls the fact that the Eritrean case did not originate thousands or
hundreds of years ago but began to take shape during the era of the
rise of monopoly capitalism.

The national question arises in the period of transition from feudalism
to capitalism. However, due to colonialist expansion, the socio-
economic development of almost all the peoples of the third-warld
could not proceed along the same lines as the evolutionary process
taken by the industrially developed and homogeneous natiens {19th
century Western Europe). The backward semi-feudal (pastoral and
peasant) societies did not gradually develop into homogeneous
nation, In mos! cases, multi-national states were formed in the
process of colonial oppression and exploitation from nationalities
and which were at different levels of economic, social and cutural
development. The peoples of the Horn of Africa, having evaived
over histofical periods of thousands of years, are a mixture of
indigenecus Megroids, Hamiles from Morth Africa and Semites from
across the Red Sea. The intermingling of these peoples and the
resultant mixture of races, exchange of cultures and fusion of
languages gave rise, under the varying influences of the time, to the
tarrmation of tribes and nationalities with relative difference in their
levels of econemic, cultural development.

One of the important civilizations that emerged out ©f these
developments was the Axumite Kingdom, After six centuries of stable
rule, the Axumite Kingdom fell in the 7th century and its socio-
Boonomic system disintegrated, leaving no trace of continuity. It is
known that after the demise of the Axumite kingdom, only differsnt
teudal tiefs without stable boundaries rose up.

in the 15th century, when the Portuguesss and the Turks began to
encroach upon the shores of the Red Sea, initially, their main
objective was to geize harbours for use as supply slations in order to
secure and guarantee their economic interests rather than expanding
into the hinterland of the Homn of Africa or beyond to plunder the
natural wealth and exploit the labour power of the peoples. At a later
stage when they attempted to push deeper inward in order to better
guarantee the safely of their supply stations and exploit the
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hinterland, they were met with stf papular resistance. Conge-

quently, their seheras of Influsnce and control remzined extremealy

limnited. The resistarce against these ronedted insursions was waged

ty the nationalities of cosstal Edtrea and, when the incyursion Bagams

deeper, by the nationalities of the coastal areas and the highlands:
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s stration feven feudall whose torritorial integrity was violaled
This, however, does not mean that there wera no internecing wars
et theteidatats S the Klgy oo oad the Iowlants, as vall o
between the feudalists of the highlands and of the Tigray, whose
purpace was levying tribide snd sublugstion. % these wars, iRe
wictory of one faudal lord over another Was tamparary: a one tims
victor became a loser and vice-versa. This was the prevailing condition
among the different feudal systems aof the Hom of Africa. And such is
the nature of the historical development of society.

In an effort to justify their expansionist and colonial ambitions the
Shoan [Amhara) feudalists present this higtory, which does not
belong to anyone particular country in the Horn of Africa, as the
legendary 3000 - year history of Ethiopia, beginning with the Axumite
civilization and extending up to the advent to the West European
colonial powers, as a centralized and continuous scclo-economic
system. Concerted efforis have been made with the heip of the
imperialists to refurbish this fairy tale and inculeate in the minds of
the people of the region. One of the primary aims of this concotion is
to justify Ethiopia’s claim of tharight of mother country» aver Eritrea,
In any case, this unfounded presentation contradicts the logic of
history.

To claim that prasent day Ethiopia or Eritrea existed before the period
of the expansion of western capital is to distort history. Prior to that
time, there was neither an Ethiopia that included all or parts of Eritrea
nor an Eritrea constituted in its present form. That there existed
political, economic and cultural relations among the peoples that
presently inhabit Ethiopia an Eritrea s not a point of controversy, Even
then, these relations that existed before hundreds of years were only
between the feudalists of the Eritrean plateau and the Tigray and not
betwean thepecplesof Eritreaas awhole and the peoples of Ethiopiaas
awheole. Hence, 1o claim that there prevailed integral economic, social
and political relations between the various nationalities and tribes of
Ethiopia and the nationalities of Erltrea is a feudal concoction.

Relations of tension or aggression could obtain amang neighbouring
tribes and nationafities. Even then, it is also possible for
geographically separate nationalities within a multi-national state to
have no knowiadge of or relations with each other. In this region,
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however, as present day Ethiopiahas never before the mid 18th century
beeen united under a centralized political power and administration,
there can be no talk of history in the name of such an Ethiopia. The
present day Ethiopia was established after the mid 15th century by the
teudal wars expansion andconspiracies of Menelik who had concluded
treaties with the Wast Evropean colonial powers when they scrambled
to carve up the Horn of Africa. This shows that Ethiopia’s historical
claims over Eritrea are groundiess.

Eritrea holds a strategic position in the Red Sea, which for many
centurieshas been animpaortant tragde route fram India and the Far East
to the West . Especially after the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, the
importance of the Red Seaincreased tremendously. At the same time,
‘whencapitalism entered its highest stage in Europe, the contradiction
among different monopoly capitalists, their appetite for control of the
sources of raw materials for their industries, the exploitation of the
cheap labour of foreign workers in addition to that of the workers of
theircountries, the search for markets for their goods and Lhe securing
ol strategic postions that would guarantee their interests intensified,
leading tothe selzureof mewternitories and the partition of the colonies
by military force and the demarcation of their boundries through
treaties, The countries of the Third World took their present shapes
under 5uch colonial conditions. One of the areas that went through this
process is the Horn of Africa,

Ewven though the Turks occupied the Red Sea coast in the mid 15th
century, their repeated efforts to push into the hinterland wers
frustrated by stiff resistance. Hence, for about three centuries, their
interests were for the most part maintained and protected by the
coastal feudal lords. And when the Egyplians took over the coastal
areas fromihe Turks, theirefforts to expand inwards were also blocked
by stiff resistance. As the Egyplian control of the Bed Sea coast grew
weaker. The Italians expelled the Egyplians and seized the whole of
Eritrea (1882-1889). The main objective of Halian colonialism was not
only the occupation of Eritrea bul also the colonization of the entire
Hormaof Atricathroughexpansionist aggression. Tathisend, the ltalian
colonists exploited Eritrea’s natural wealth and labour power and
began be turn it info a base for their expansionist ambitions in the
region.

Under italian Colonialism, Eritrea was nol formed as a nation-state but
as amulti-national state. The nationalities that inhabit Eritrea are the
Denkels, Sahos, Tigres, Tigrinyas, Bilens, Hedarebs, Bazas, Barias
and Rashaldas. These nationalities, whichvaryin size, speak their own
languages and live in defined geographic territories, had relatively
different levels of sogio-economic development (from
semi-communalism to semi-fepdalism), and consequently, systems
of political administration and sentiments confined to their
nationalities. Raliancolonialismbroke own the feudal ad ministrations
of the Diglals, Bahre Megashes and Sultans and established a
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centralized stale which brought together the diffarent nationalities
under a single colonial administration.

In order to consolidate its colonial rule and intensify its exploitation,
faly built eities and ports_ constructed roads and railways linking the
different parts of Eritrea and established telecommunication fines. It
expropriated fertile lands and developed big agricultural projects,
established factories, industries and other enlerprises and began to
exploit Eritrea’s mineral wealth. Italian colenialism opended a handéull
of elementary schools (upto the 4ih grade) to serve ils exploitative
interests and forcibly conscripted Eritreans into the colonial army te
use them as cannoh fodder in its expansionist adventures. The entire
economic transtormation of Eritrea was brought about by the labour
and sweat of the Eritrean people. This led to the development of
capitalist relations of production and the emergence and growth, from
the ranks of the herdsmen and peasants, of the modemn Eritrean
working class. On the other hand, the Semi-feudal relations of
production began tolreak down gradually, Undersuch circumstances,
asworkers framdifferant nationalities began to gather in the cities, the
extremely narrow and confined backward social relations started giving
way to more developed ones. In the face of crude economic
exploitation, suppression and racial discrimination by a comman
Enemy, secondary and non basiccontradictions were pushed asideand
theclass strugalect tha Eritrean people against IRalian colonialism was
intensified. Inresponse, the lalian colonialists resorted to large scale
killings, imprisonment and banishments. As a result of B0 years of
calonial capitalist transformation under a centralized administration
and the united struggle of the masses against the common enemy, the
national identity and consciousness of the Eritrean people was built
and consolidated.

While Eritrea was going through a process of palitical, economic and
social transicrmation, Ethiopia was being formed as a multi-national
stateby Menglik's warsof expansiontowards the East, South and West
as well as his treaties with the western colonial powers. In fact, some
parts of present-day Ethioplawere noteven partsof its territory until the
first quarter of the 20th century. The autocratic feudalists, trampled
underfoot the annexed nationalities and tribes, fanmed Ambara
Chauvinism, consolidated the Amharafeudal class, established satiler
colonies and turned the 1oiling Mmasses of the oppressed nationalities
into ils slaves and serfs,

Eventhough ltalian colonialism, which used Eritrea as its springboard,
failed in its attempts to colonize Ethiopia at the ciose of the 19th
century, it succeeded, after making the necessary preparations, in
subjugating Ethiopia from 1835 to 1841, It was only during thosea five
years that Eritrsa and Ethiopia were brought together under =
centralized political administration. This period, however, was too
short for the emergence of an integrated economic structure, social
redations and a common national consciousness. It must be noted that
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nis was the time whan the Helle Selassie regima, which succesdad
kioAe with 'U-S! ‘Iifipérialism  and the wesl" Europaan * coloniat
EWErS,

fer 1941 Wi [talian dolontalism was defeated in tha Homo? Afrca
A {hroughaGl the wWortd by the alfied forces and thie siflgglesof tha
frid's peoplés, this quastion of the seff-determination’of its former
Slondes; ircl bding thal of Eritrea, was brought up. The destiny of the
“Htadn petiie; liké those of the other ex-tallan colomes, thus fell to
i mercy of the most péwerfull colonial powers. To satisty the greedy
kpansionist'ambitions for an outlet to the sea of Haile Baldesld's
Judsl regitme, whose interésts'colncided with those of imperialism,
+I¥e Eritrean people were deprived of thair right to sélf-determination.
AHer1941, the Eritrean people were once again, put Under the yoke of
anether colonial power in the guise of a British «protectorates.

Thie ten'years of British occupation form 10841 to the imposition of the
federal assoclation with Haile Selassie's Ethlopla were marked by
intense political activities and imperialist machinations. The basic
contradiction of this perlod was that betwsen the coloplal and
expansionist Interests of U5, imperigiism, British colonialism and
Ethiopian imﬁ;irsm,-:q M}na one hand, and t:em ma?gm of m
Eritraan pecplefornat independanca, on t . Since even
mast elementary democratic rights were unheard of during the itallan
colonial peiod, there were no political partles to.organize and lead the
spontaneous siruggles of the Erilrean people against polilical
oppression, economic exploitation and racial discrimination.
Therafore, the crganized netional movement of the Eritrean people
after 1941, At the time when the world was dominated by
imperialism and the colonialists, there was no external forca that
closely supported (objectively) the Eritrean peopla’s national
movement. As the colonlal and expansionist forces amayed against
national independence were stronger than the subjective forces of the
Eritrean peopie, eachof theseexternal forces hatched, during thoseten
years, its own plot to prévant the independence of the Eritrsan people.

In the first place, In order 1o destroy the political identity of Eritrea and
undermine its unity so as to divert the Eritrean people from waging &
united struggle against their real enemies, British colonfalism openly
and covertly inflamed (going to the extent of distributing arms)
non-basic refigious, tribal and regional contradictions and created
political chaos. Tocomoborate s allegation that Eritrea could not be
self-sufficient, British colonlaism destroyed or sold on the world
markets factories as well as trensportation and communication
equipment installed by the Italians, tharsby giving rise to stegnation
andeconomic crisis and dramatically increasing unemploymant, theft
and prostitution.

Halle- Solassia’s Teudal expansiodlat: tegime, which: was*stesdily
consolldating Its elations and making desls with the workd's courter
revolutionary and reactionary forces; in ganeral; and LS. hmperialism
and British colonlatfsm In particular, hatched numerous consplimcies
to-frustrate the Eritrean-people’s aspirations for independence: In
collusion with British § ism; . the fepdal  regime . recrulted
bandits and infiltrated them into Erltrea to ferrorize the-people into
acceptingthe slogan «Ethiopiacr Deaths., Intherural areas, the Handits
commiited crimes on women and children, massacred the
civilian population and looted or burned thelr property. i the cities; it
persecuted and assassinated the partisans and leadars of the
independencemovement. inaddition, If usedthechurch, which wasan
integral partof the faudal regime, as a major pofitical tool to establisha
political party (the Uinionist Party) by exploiting religious differences
and imposing religious pressure on the masses. In the face of thesa
challenging reactionary maneuvers and terror, the independence
forces, 'although Initially weak, heightenad their national
consciousness, Strengthened their resolve and determination and
congolidated themsalves in the course of the struggle.

M!hammmtanysasoﬂmmmagh under Britieh colonlal rule
and in an almosphere rife with imertalist conspiracies, the question of
the Eritrean people's right to self-determination was brought bafore the
United Nations and a commission was set up to study the issus. This
Eritrean people’s opportunity to express their wishes for
self-determination was severely restricted notonlyin Eritrea but also in
ihell.N. Thiswas because U.S. imperialism, which after the 2nd World
War became the dominant imperialist power, and its cohorts had
decidedapriorithat the Eritrean people's aspirations for independence
would nol be satisfied. Thus, the destiny of the Eritrean psople was
determined not by the Eritrean peoplé bul by the impenialists

colonialists and Halle Selassie’s feudal expansionist regime,

L. imperialism, sesking to promote its interests in the Red Sea and
the: qu of Africa through neo-colonialist tactics ana finding Halla
Sa!asmmmmapadammge,m“ttummeﬂﬂmpﬁmm
under the colonlal rule of Halle Selassle's feudal regime. British
colonlalism, forits part, took upthe positionof the LS. afterthe failure
of its plan 1o Incorporate a part of Evitrea into Hs colony of the Sudan.
Basing itseif on the political crisle and economic ruin that it had
deliberately created, British colonialism presented fabricated and
distorted documents to show that an independent Eritrea could not be
sconamically self-sufficient and politically stable. Having prouven is
subservience to imperialism, Halle Selassie’s faidal regime, in turn,
demandad that both Somaliaand Eritrea be given toit. Arguing, on the
one hand, that Ertrea, in particular, was part of an «independant
Greater Ethioplafor 3000ysars«and, ontheother, that access to the sea
g:thpmafﬂrElhlmla'swwhul,ﬂinﬂatedonlhqmmat' lenof
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At that time, the dominance of U.S. imperialism and the forces of
reactionintheworldconcretely manifested itself in the United Nations
which, contrary 1o the legitimate demands of the membar m&t&ﬁ,l'lll'sl
and foremost the socialist countries, decided In 1952 that Eritrea
should enter into a «federals association with Ethiopia under Haile
Selagsie’s imperial crown.

After sevenly, years of colonial nule, imperislist and colonialist
conspiracy condamned the Eritrean people into another ten years of
foreign subjugation. This, however, did not in any way detract the
Eritrean peaple from their aspirations for natienal independence. G_n
ihe cantrary, it enabled them to distinguish theirenemies, rafse their
political consciousness and contive their strugale with greater
determination and higher level of organization. The ten years af
federation were marked by inlensified and vigarous political struggle.
Winen the Eritrean people’s struggle developed, with the workers,
stydents and other patriotic forces in the fami_mn't. Haile Selassie’s
teudal regimeviolzted thepaople's elemantary rights ol speech, press,
assambly and free movement, all of which ware guarantesd by the
Eritrean Constitution. Fuitesmons, it despatched an gecupation srny
1o Eritrea and sel ouf to crush the Erilvean peopla’s naticnal struggie
theough the force of arms. Tiils intensified oppression hardened the
determinaticn of the Eritrgan people who Degen o organize
underground and acoelersta thelr revpluticnary sctivity, A5 the years
passed, the irreconcilable contiadiction betwoen i Lritraan pc.op!s_: 5
demand for independence and the expansiuaist dreams of Haila
Selassie andhis sustainers grew sharper. Finally, trmmpling uncerfool
all justice and the peopla's righis and using the forced wotes of the
Eritrean Assembly as a pretext (although legally meaninglass), Haile
Selassie’s autocratic regime unilaterally abrogated the U.N. tederal
resoiution and declared that Eritrea had becomeone of the pravinces of
ihe Ethiopian Empire. Since this slep had been pg'emanrnad by US
imperialism, which il enjoyed & dominant, role in the world, Haile
Selassie’s aggression against Eritrea mel no opposition. Thus, In a
non-classical way, Eritrea became a colony of Ethiopia.

After ten years of «federals subjugation and a total of elghty years of
colonial rule, of which twenty were years ol organized political
struggle, the Eritrean people launched the armed struggle in 1961
convinced that the armed violence of the oppressars can only be
defeated by the armed viclence of the peoples fighting only altm‘_lhn
world turmed a deal ear 1o their peacetul struggle - demonsiration,
strikes, appeats to the LN, etc. - and they had become victims of the
bullets, chains and fire of the Ethicpian Oppressors.

As the armed struggte of the Eritrean people developed, the Haille
Salassie feudo-capitalist regime, with the suppen of imperialiam and
all reactionary forces, commited barbarous atrocities on the Eritrean
people. In a period of fourteen years (1961-1874), the Haile Selassie
regime, with unprecedented savagery and in inhuman manner,

-

slaughtered, assassinated and burmed thousands of Ertrean children,
women and elderly, imprisoned and tortured thousands of Eritrean
patriots, burned hundredsot villages and looted the people's property,
turned hundreds of thousands into refugees, ruined the econamic life
of the country, suppressed the cultures and languages of the people
and became the primary cause of the spread of poverty and disease in
the couniry. Although the struggle of the Eritrean people, as an
organized national political movement, had to develop dialectically, it
sulfered numergus setbacks, because the leadership of the armed
struggle was in the beginning wsurped by backward and oppariunist
individuals. Mevartheless, by waging fierce and unwavering struggles
not only aganst ethiopian colonialism and imperialism but aisg
against inlernal reactionary forces, the Eritrean liberation movament
has given rise to a consolidated democratic and progressive force, the
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, which is playing the decisive rele in
the Eritrean people’s struggies for Indapendence. 1n the course of this
diatectical development, the Eritrean revolution has assumed its clear
nature as a mavament fighting against colonialism, imperialism and
internal reaction and representing theinterest of the workers, peasanis
and other oppressad sections of the society.

Conscious that the national struggle alone, without a simultaneous
social revolution, cannot tulfill the interests of the oppressed workers,
peasanis ant the other oppressed masses, the democtratic forces
chartered the path that would take the Eritrean people's patriol
strugglebayond the achievement of national independence toward t-
establishment of a people’s democratic order ant its transition to -
society without the exploitation of man by man. Under extremely di?
ficult internal and external conditions, the front waged a bitter stru-
gle against internal reactionary forces, the colonial regime of Har
Setossie and the conspiracies of imperialism and the neighbouri;
reactiopary forees and scored major political victarles, Further, it -
gained the wholeheaned support of the Eritrean masses and broug

about fundamental changes in the political, economic, secial 2
cultural fighds.

In the political sphere, it has waged intense political struggles &
conductad systemalic political education 50 as to deepen the cl
content of the peaple’s siruggle, raise the olass consciousness of ¢
armed and nen-armed massas and enabled tham to distinguish th
real enemies. Inaddition, it has trained and tempered in the strugg
thousands ol leading cadres. Inorder to guarantee the continutty of |
strugglaandiurn the neaple’s consciousness into a material force, |
fromt organized the workers, peasants, youth, womnen, and studer
intd democratic mast organizalions and  estblished  people
cRmocratic power in the liberated arsas. It has sel up a powed
revatutionary people’s militiain order to enabde the oppressed mass
to safeguard thelr gaing. By opening schools, preparing new ar
revolutionany educational curricula and educational materials, fig)
ling illiteracy, transialing and disseminating Marxiat-Lenini:
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classics, it has dealt a heavy biow to the fewdo-capitalist outlook and
harmful traditions and brought aboul a significant cultural trans-
formation.

I the economic sphere, the front seeks, first and foremost, 1o
transierm the feudal relations of production in the country-side and
bring about bagic changes in the life of the toiling peasant masses.
Toward this end, and along with its political struggle, it has
nationaiized vast and developed agricultrual concassions which were
formaerly cwned by foreign and domestic exploiters, expropriated the
fand of big feudal landiords and distributed it among the peasant
masses. Under the hard conditions af war, it has, within its limited
capacity, provided the peasantry with educational and technical
services 5o as 1o raise their production. 1t has alieviated the people's
problems by opening people’s stores and controlling and restricting
the exploitative practices of big merchants.

To sliminale the crimes perpetrated against the working class, the
front has nationalized the factories, workshops and other econcmic
enlerprises in the liberated areas, guaranteed the right of warkers to
consolidate their own organizations and struggled to improve their
living conditions. It iz training and organizing the most consclous
wirk@rs o become the backbone of the front.

To enable Eritrean women 1o properly play their role in the social
revalution, the front not only protects their rights but it has waged a
firm struggle against the fewdo-bourgeois ideclogy and
internal reactionaries angd taken a giant step to consolidate the class
allianceof the diffarent nationalities. secure their equality and enite all
patrioticforces, in the service of the interests of the workers, peasants
and other oppressed masses. To promote the pecple’s heaith, it
provites 1he poor with free medical services, assists the needly and
alleviate the problems of the masses. In toreign policy, consistent
with the stage of the national demnocratic revalution, it clearly stands
an the side of the secialist countries, democratic organizations and
national liberalion movernents and struggles against impenalism,
colonialism and all reaction. It has established the core of a class
conscious and resolute people’s army which is the guarantor of the
victories that have been won, In short, it is steadily implementing its
political programmes, drafted in 1972 and adopted at its First
Trganizational Congress in 1977,

The democratic struggle that the EPLF has been waging has
transformed the Eritrean people’s struggle from a national to a social
revolution. i1 13 an indisputable fact that after 90 years of colonialism
and olmost 40years of bitter struggle, the Eritrean revalution, lighting
against imperialism, colonialism and internal as well as external
reaction and aiming o |liberate the Eritrean people from cppression

and exploitation, has established the foundaticns of a people's
democratic order and, bound upin internationalist solidarity with the
oppressed peoples of the world, is fighting to create a world of

Ak

prosperity, progress and peaca.

Th histerical deveiopment of the Eritrean national uestion and the
present stage of the struggle have been explained atgwa. The Eritrean
rmroiurllun did not drop from the sky. Contrary to past and present
allegations it has not been instigated by Arab reaction of imperialism;
nor iz it a movement that serves their interests. The Eritrean revalution
iz a concrete reality that has developed in the process of 90 years of
successive colonialism and the struggle that has dialectically
developed side by side with it
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The Present Political
Situation

The present world situation is chasacterized by the weakening and
defensive retreat of the once all-powerful imperialism, on the one
hand, and the strengthening and advance of the socialist countries,

Itberation movements and all democratic and progressive forces, on
the ather.

In particular, this is a period when imperialism is making desperate
allempls 1o regain the interesis that it has lost as a resull of the
development and  strengthening of the democratic liberation
movements in the thidd world. & good example of this was the
barbarous struggle of WS, imperialism in South-East Asia. Because
pecple's struggle is invincible, U.S. imperialism was defeated and
lorced to withdraw in disgrace by the peopie of Vietnam and
Sputh-East Asia. However, since imperialism does nol willingly
abandon its interests until final defeat, it retreats from one frant only
to oecupy another. At present, imperialism has focused its attention
panicularly on the Middle East and the Horn of Africa in an effort to
turn these areas into bastions of oppression and exploitation.

The Middle East and the Horn of Africa are one of the richest
‘especially inoil) and most strategic areas of the world, To expioil the
ratural wealth and labour power of the peoples of this region and tumn
‘hem into markets for its goods, imperialism and its cohorls and
“unning dogs consider control of the Red Sea, which serves as a
sassage from America and Western Europe to the Middle East and
Asia, very crucial. Atter its defeat in South-East Asia and aware that
he Hames of revolution are being ignited throughout Africa,
mperiafism is redoubling its efiors to consolidate its position and
arotect its interesta in the region. Toward this end, it is working
‘everishly to strengthen militarily those countries, such as lran,
“ionist 1srael, Saudi Arabia and, lately Sadat’s Egypt. which can
protectimperialist interests without direct imperialistimlervention | to
nerpeiuale the neos-colonial status of the relatively weak countries ;
and to weaken and crush the national liberation movements
(Palestine, Oman, Eritrea) and other democratic forces and regimes in
the region. In collusion with the reactionaries of the region; it is
waorking with ail its might to translate this conspiracy into a reality.

'n Africa, imperialism is hatching new political conspiracies and
indertaking military offensives to establish puppet movements and
wesken and crush the ever-intensilying struggles of the peaples of
South Africa, Mamibia, Zimbabwe and Western Sahara, which are
ssoring great victories over the forces of colanialism, oppression and
“action. Mareover, imperialism is persisting in its reactionary efforts
rerush numerous democsatic and anti-imperialist regimes. It s also
temsifying its efforts 1o strangulate the liberation movaments in
“iaand Latin Amerina and the democratic movements in the West. In
position, thn siruagles of the peopleg of the world anains
cRrialism, colonaliam, peoeateaialism angd eaction are gaining
afeEh Al SN greal vichonies

i,
1.2

Under such an intemational and regional situation, Haile Selassie’s
regime, which was the watchdog of imperialism, crumbled in the
beginning of 1974 as aresult, on the one hand, of the bitter struggle of
the Ethiopian people wha, ground down by chauvinism and national
oppression, expioited, trampled underfoot and deprived of the most
elementary rights by the barbaric fewdal regime, had for many years
been the victims of hunger, disease and ignorance, and on the other
hand, the struggle of the oppressed Entrean masses for national
independence and social liberation. The workers, peasants and other
appressed sections of the Ethiopian masses had risen up to bring to
an end the economic exploitation by the feudalists, bureaucratic
capitalists and imperialism and set up a regime that would pratect the
people's political and social rights. However, even though there ware
some progressive groups and democratic movemenis in Ethiopia
there was no political organization that could unite the broad massas
and lead their spontanecus struggle. Thus, the Ethicplan masses,
could not seize political power. After a period of contention between
the military and the civil bureaucracy, political power tinally fell into
the hands af the army.

Although the rank and file of the army was part of the oppressed
masses, the army, because of its social position - which makes il
historically incapable of playing the role of a vanguard of the
revolution - and its fow level of conscicusness, was not fit 1o lead the
democratic struggle of the oppressed Ethiopian masses. Even though
the high and middle level officers who seized political power had, as
members of the middle social stratum {the petty-bourgecis)
contradictions with the bureaccratic bourgeoisie and the feudalists,
they represent a social force that aspires to climb up to the
bourgeoisie. Therefore, thelr interests are incompatible with those of
the workers, peasants and other oppressed masses. Since this nature
of the army cannot be different or reformed in the Ethiopian situation
alone, the clique of military officers that seized political power was
unfit tolead the revolution of the Ethiopian masses el alone establish
socialism. Driven by its petly-bourgesis ambition and making use of
the armed institution at ks disposal, organized under military
discipling, it was able to seize powsr. Since the military as an

institution was panl of the old structure and lacked political
experience, it was initially confused as to which political direction to
follow. Hence, it wavered between its class ambitions and the
pressure of the demands of the masses. The struggle of the Ethiopian
magses, however, did not stop with the accessien of the military to
power. Theworkers, peasants and other oppressed masses continued
their struggle under the stogans they had raised prior to the fall of the
Haile Selassie regime, such as, «Land to the tillers, «Naticnalize the
properly of the imperialists, feudalists and bourgeoisies,
wimperialism out of Ethiopias, «Protect the demactratic rights of the
massess, «mprove the living conditions of the peoples, «End naticnal
chauvinism and oppressions, «Resolve peacefully the just struggle of
the Eritrean paoples,etc. On their part, tha Edtrean people, under thie
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uncer these challenging conuiizons, he condused militacy regimae,
driven oy s class ambitions 1o stay in power and its wavering class
nature, was Torced by the unelenting pressure of the demands of the
Masses 16 deciare certain refonms from time to time. Thus, it brought
refarms in Lhe rural land nelding system, and the ownership of
indusiries, banks and urban land, weakened its Lies with imperialism
and deciared its so-calied «FProgram of National Democratic
Revoiutions and «Peaceful solution to the Eritrean problems. These
reforms, which are no different fram those brought about by military
coups-d'étals, could not correctly resolve the fundamental political
guestion. i is obwicus that these reforms can be consumated and
guaranteed only when an organized Marxist-Leninist political party
seizes political power, the chauvinist dreams of «Greater Ethiopia- are
abandoned, the Eritrean people's struggle for independence and
liberation 5 recognized and pesce established In the region. This,
however, cannot be realized 2o long as the military regime, in the
pursuit of ils class interests and chawvinist ambitions, continues to
chstruct the real implementation of the reforms brought about by the
people’s pressune and, under the banner of progressive slogans, atack
the Ethiopian and Eritrean people’s democrafic struggles for
independence, peace, prosperily and progress.

Since a nalion thal oppresses another cannot be free, no matter what
retonms arg carfied cut in Ethiopia, a nationalist, let alore a socialist
regime canngd be eslablished until the-destiny of the Eritrean people
is determined in accordance with their aspiration. One should not
Ik at the part and fodgel the whole. it is incerrect to declare thal the
Bergue is democratic by seizing upen certzin reforms and lorgetting
the Dergue's oppressive and chauvinis! nature.

Bent on a military sofuiion for ite Eritrean question, the Dergue, as
s00n as |t comes to power, turned ail its energy 1o making military

preparations, o immediately crush the Eritrean revolution, In
achition, it Set Gul 0 wage avigirous campaign to isolate the Eritrean
revalution and gain the support of the counitries of Africa, Asia, the
Rithdle East, Western Europe as well as the secialist countries, uslng
the cpportunist tactics of catering to the predilections of each cowntry
or group of countries. Tocover its military preparaiions, the Dergue
appropriated the Ethiopian people's comec! slogan of epeaceful
splutione o the Eritrean question. iU is clear that the slogan of
peaceiul solution was only a fraud becausa il lacked any concrete

propasals capable of seving 53 a basis for discussion, On the other
nand, expressing its readiness for a peacelul solution, the Eritrean
revilution, and in particular, the EPLF, prabing the contenl of the
Cerguaes slogan, clearly stated its preconditions, viz., that the Dergue
shouid recognize Lthe rignt of ihe Eritrean people to seif-determinalicn
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and the leqitimate representatives {the EPLF and ELF) of the Eritrean
paople. When its slogan of peaceiul solulion was exposeq.l the
Dergue launched a large-scaie offensive to implement its military
plans

I7 iz milltary offensive, the Dergus committed unprecedented
barbarous and [ascistic crimes againsi the Eritrean pecple. In the
countrysids, it burned to ashes hundeeds of villages, conducied
whalesate massacres of women, childron and the old and looted their
propenly, savagely poured bombs O evury r'wingl being (people,
camels, catile, elo.) and the people's proparty and peiscnad wells and
sireams. In the citizs, it organized terrorist squads, conducied mass
aresis, tortured and assassinaied poililocsl prisoners, stranguiated by
electrie wirg innumerable youth and thiew their bodies on the sireals,
raped young woman, broke inlo people s hames and indiscriminately
shot and bayonetzd children and women, inciuding  pregaant
wiothazes, These savage crimas proved thal the Dargue's slogans anc
calls for spaatee wieis vhere taotiss desgned 1o deceive and lowa the
vigllance of the Eritrean people. Howover, the Erilrean imasses were
yndaunted and, dealing heavy blows to the Dergue's military
oftensive, parsisted on their ravoluiionary pain,

Altar the failere of (e frst military oliznsive, the Dedgue vegan Lo
prepare. Tor anoiliar by whipping wp chaavinist Dysieria against a
non-exiztant «Arab invasion: and forcibiy conseupiing thousands of
Elfhiopian peaganis while, 8l the sarme lime, continuing ils peaces
slogan, Meanwhile, the Eritrean revolution, having iearmt from
experience the Degue’s double-dealing tactics, made adequate
praparations (o meet the new offensive. It also contineed to meet the
peace committess that were sant by the Dergee and learned that the
Diergue did not have any new proposass lor peacelul solution and Wk,
anes again only manewvaring to camouflage its military preparations.
Confronted by the powerful resistance of 1hs Eritrean masses, tha
Dergue's second military offenzive failed miserably, The Ethiopian
people, who had all along cpposed the Dergue’s offensive, intensifiad
theeir streggle. The Dergue’s campaign to isolate the Eritrean struggie
did not give the espested resulls either. As the Dergue became
increasingly exposed, it farmulated and put out a «nine peint proposal
far the peaceiul soiution of the Eritrean problems. This proposal,
whieh runs counter to the glementary principies of the right of nations
o seli-determsinalion, s permeated with chauvinism, Even then, (he
Derguee did not slop its military preparations and plans for another
|arge-scate offensive.

Under these circumstances, the stands adopted by dilferent fDI‘_OGb
complicated the Eritrean pecple’s streggle, The sociaiist countries,
which are the straiigic allies of ihe Eritrean revolulion, had not
exiondad the Eritrean prople any palitical, maleid: O iiilary Suppdn
wean during the day of the Hauie Seiassle regime. Today, owsver,
viewing the reforms (et have bean Brougih aloul Y thie prassut
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the Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples in isalation from the nature of the
Ethiopian military regime as well as departing from their stand of
encouraging the rise of an canti-imperialist Ethiopia and opposing the
conspiracies of imperialism and reaction in the Red Sea, the socialist
countrias are not only giving the Dergue full political suppert but are
also arming it with large quantities of saphisticated madern weapons.
Similarly, under ihe pretext that the «centre of the revolutionary
process had shifted from Eritrea 1o Addis-Abebas, numerous
democratic forces in the region have changed their position from ane
firm suppert to the Eritrean pecple's just struggle fo that of
opposition. Democratic Yemen, in particular, which intimately knows
the nature of the Erilrean revolution and was formerly considersd as
the main supporter of the dermccratic forces in Eritrea. has reached
the stage of lining up its iroops on the side of the Ethiopian colonial
army and is attacking the democratic forces of the Eritrean revolution -
thi EPLF. Even though these stands do not affect the nature of the
Eritrean struggle, they have provided the Dergue with justification and
encouragement 10 continue its war of aggression. As if the deme-
cratic nature of the Eritrean revolution had changed overnight, it
bagan to be charged as «an instrument of imperialism and reactions.

On the other hand, U.S. imperalism, zionism and the reactionary
puppet regimes of the region, which are responsible for Eritrea’s
annexation by the Haile Sellassie regime and the principal cause and
accomplices in the war of genocide against the Eritrean peaple, had
supported and strengthened the Dergue when it came 1o power,
However, when the Dergue, after long hesitation, began to mark
certain reforms as a result of the insistent pressure of the Ethioplan
and Eritrean peoples, loosened its ties with imperialism and estabii-
shed refations with, as well as received military support from the sock-
aiist countries, the imperialists and their accomplices, consistent
with their practice of epposing regimes that take an anti-imparialist
stand, began to manoeuvere to overtrhrow the Dergue under the guise
of the «Soviet Dangere. It is obvious that the imperialist forces, with
were scared by the progressive nature of the Eritrean revolution during
the day of Haife Sellassie before the advent of the Bargue, had worked
directly andindirectly to weaken the Eritrean strugigle in coflabaration
with internal reactionary forces. Today, they are intensifying their
efforts 10 strike at the Ethiopian regime which they consider as the
base of «Soviel dangers, and the democratic forces of the Eritraan
revolution and o strengthen the extremely feeble reactionary clique in
Eritrea. Even this has become one of the flimsy excuses that the
Dergue attempts 1o exploit,

-6

This complex objective situation has, however, ot changed tE
nature of the Eritrean national question. The demecratic forces of 11
Eritrean revolution led by the EPLF, while criticizing and opposing th
eroneous stands and baseless slanders of the socialist countries an.
demactratic tarces, has not wavered fromits principled solidarity anu
allance with these strategic friends. As always, It stands abﬁﬂ-h.ltﬂll'y
firm n its opposition o imperialism and all reaction and s
intensifying its struggie to expose their new conspiracies and smash
their mangeuvers.
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The Right of the Eritrean
People to
Self-Determination
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nation. Moneover, It is linkad with the struggle of the

oppressed
eppressed and axploited classes of the oppressor nation, Speaking

from a theoretical and strategic point of view, the national struggieis
subordinate to the class struggle. However, in that limited historical
stage when one nation iz colonized by another, the objective
conditions do not allow the peopies lo by pass the nalional struggle
and concern themselves only with the class struggle (to be waged In
unity with the oppressed classes of the oppressor nation) but
demand that the national and class struggies be waged
sirmultansously. Even in those countries where the socialist system
has been established, it does not mean that the struggles within
defined national boundaries, arg eliminated until the eliminition of
the sxploltation of man by man in all 1ts forms.

In the eraof national struggles, only the colonized nation has the right
to detiermine its own destiny. No other force, not even the progressive
forces of the oppressor nation let alone the oppressor nafion: itself,
can decide the fate of the colonized people. Even if the oppressed
people or nation wish to join orenter into any other kind of association
with another people or country within the same geographic frontler
and political system, this too is thelr own right. Indeed, it is the
exclusive right of a colonized or oppressed nation, no matter how big
or small, strong or weak and regardless of whether it has been put
under the yoke of another nation through colonial (capitalist) or
expansionist (feusdal) aggression, todecideto stay in assoclation with
or secede from the alien power concerned.

Mo doubt, there are exploiting classes within the colonized nation
whose Interests are closely linked with those of the colohialists.
Asgpiring to expleit the resources and people of =their country» alone
without competition from the foreign exploiters, these domestic
explolting classes have an interest In the national struggle for which,
under certain historical conditions, they fight alongside the
oppressed and exploiled classes. However, if they play the leading
role in the national struggle, the national independence so won would
serve their interests rather than those of the oppressed and exploited
classes. Many colonized countries have, under particular historical
circumstances, gained their independencein this way. In such cases,
the struggles of the exploited classes do not cease wilh the
attainment of national independence but continue until the winning of
social liberation. These struggles for social liberation are directly (in
an organized way) or indirectly connected with the struggles of the
expioited classes of the colonial country. The duly of the crganized
prograssive forces in the colonial country is thus to struggle for
natignal independence and social liberation without opposing the
burmning question of the independence of the oppressed nation.

When the national struggle is led by the exploited classes of the

colonized nation, it charts out the program and tactics of the national

democratic stage and provides for the participation of the exploited

classes in the national struggle to achieve natlonal independence
-19-
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and, continuing Ha social ‘struggles, - strives o bring -about

liberation, prosperity and peace of the averwhelming maiority of the

oppréssed and exploited people. These struggles canmot Hewead i
isolation fromthe struggles of thanppmaamﬁnd ﬁxphiregaiﬂnplaa{;
the world as well as those of the exploited people of the colonial
country and their prograssive organizations and forces. it is the duty
of the progressive forces of the oppressor nation or colonial country

toextend full and urwavering su i
By e Mgy c e 9 suppor to such a national struggle lad

When different nations that appear in histo Hroug

and social struggles, systems under the gcatogipshhtip mhm
the masses, the national frontjers among them will gradually wither
away In the course of the struggle to bujld socialism. When all the
causes for the existence of national frontiers, are eliminated, national
boundaries will disappear and manking shall establish a communist
saciely'in the world. It s thus in the course of such a lapg prociss that
human exploliation and oppression and the nature of man created by
the exploitative system ali of which are incompatible with the spirt of

communism will be done away wi
b ay with and communism established the

This then is the theoretical fgundation of
i VEHOTE the general principle
right of peoples 1o self termination. We shail nupw Iugk :t[ :m

concrete situation of the Eritrean na ' Tion
with this principle, tional question in accardance

First, when the Eritrean national question is wviewed

historical perspective, since Eritrea, like all the uwmi::::f :H:
wast European capitalist countries, is a country that has emerged as
an Jq!emmtqd SOCIO-BCOnomic system and a historically constiuted
politic# entity under foreign (tatfan, British, Ethiopian - Imperialist
collaboration) oppression and exploitation as well as through long
palntlrl;a.l struggles and the sacrifices of tans of thousands of martyra
itis & just and legitimate national question. The Eritrean people mas:
be free in order to prosper and advanes in peace. The legitimacy of the
question of Eritrean national independence is beyond argument
because it has been occasioned by history and the record of bittes
struggles. The conditions and tactics under which Eritrea was put
under Ethiopian colonialism may, perhaps, differ in form from those
which brought it under Halfan and British colonlalism, Whereas ftalian
and British colanialism in Eritrea was a case of capitallst countries
ruling a backward semi-feudal soclety, Ethiopian colonfalism
aceording to the unscientific presentation that ignores the role m:

Nalian and British colonialism in Eritrea wagz that of whites, who came
from across the seas, over a black African’ population, Ethioplan
colonialism in Eritrea is that-of a Black neighbour over fellow blagks.
Thus, in a formalistic view, Ethioptan colonlal aggression in Eritrea
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not be the olype of a metropolifan, relationship, in fhe
::Tr?;mmsm mrtfrﬁm since it was an act of annexation
comimifted against Eritrea {as a political entity) and Ist people in the
era of imperlalist domintation of the world under the auspices of the
leading imperialist power, the U.5., to serve.the geographic and
strategicinterests of monoply capital and the expansionist intereats
af the Ethiopian feudal ruling classes in Eritrea, it s essentially a
colonial relationship. The patriotic struggle of the Eritrean people
against this annexationist aggression is thus an higtorically legiti-
miate and just national struggle. indeed, the demand of the Eritrean
people for complete Independence is incontroversibly. based on
history, law and bitter national struggle.

Second, although the backward bourgecis and petty-bourgeols
glasses had, taking advantage of the people’s low lavel of cons-
ciousness and onganization, usurped the leadership of the Eritrean
national movement af different stages, the Eritredn people - workers,
peasants, revolutionary intelleciuals and other oppressed masses -
ted by their progressive forces, have, in the course of 40 years of
political and military struggles, seized political power from the
reactionary leaderships thereby weakening and depriving them of any
rote. The progressive forces have built a firm revolutionary basis for
the establishment of a socialist soclety in Eritrea. Going beyond the
cbnfines of its national objectives and advancing by consolidating its
Internationalist solidarity with the oppressed Ethiopian pecples and
their organized progressive forces as well as the warld's progressive
fiorces the Eritrean people’s national struggle is indeed prograsaive.
The exerciss of the right of the Erltrean people to self-determination
shall serve the interests of the oppressed workers, peasants and other
masses and not those of the exploiting classes. Moreover, the
Eritrean pedple’s national independence is in the Interasts of the
oppressed Ethiopian masses, Ihe oppressed people of the Horn of
Alric, the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Latin America; in tha interest
of the world's oppressed and fighting people. Thus, it Is an integral
part of the international soclalist revalution.

Since nobody but the Ertirean people themselves can determine their
own destiny, they must be granted their right to self-determination.
Using the dominant position they enjoyed in the world, in general, and
im Africa, in particular, the enemies of the Eritrean people -
imperialism, Ethiopian colonialism and reaction - have been doing
everything in their power to crush the Eritrean peoplé's just struggle
and deny them theair right to become the masters of their own destiny.
And we cannot expect anything else from them. Howaver, it is the
historic duty of ali the world's progressive forces and the Ethiopian
demaocratic forces to uphold and fight for the just rights of the Eritrean
people for self-determination.

Let us now procead 1o see the Dergue's view of the Eritrean question
and its solution.
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The Dergue's sell-proclaimed progressive regime stands against the
just rights and legitimate struggle of the Eritrean people. If the
slogans of this regime, which proclaims to have sbrought about
fundamental changes within Ethiopia, established socialism, be
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal and anti-bureaucratic capitalists were
genuine, there would have been no reason whatsoever for Opposing
the independence and liberation of the Eritrean people. Since the
emergence, nature and practice of the Dergue have been discussed
earlier, however, it is not necessary to reiterate them. What needs
migre ::Is.r_'rflcalion here are the arguments presented to Justify and
cower up its real chauwvinist and expansionist interests,

Amang the major arquments advanced by the Ethiopian military
regime in the pursuit of its colonlal interests and occupationist
a0gressicn in Eritrea is the argument purportedly based on history. lta
interpretation, on this point, does not differ at all from that of the
precading 1fEl.rdﬂ1 regime. Presented to prove the «Ethiopianesss of
Eritrea, this argument claims that Eritrea was not only a part of
Ejr!ippia for thousands of years but also the centre of sEthiopians
civilization ; that, on account of jts strategic location, Eritrea had
always beenthe gateway of colonialist aggression ; that except for the
70 years of lalian and British colonialism, Eritrea has never been
separated from its «mother countrys; that the Eritrean people
voluntarily joined their emother countrys; ete: history has only one
carrect interpretation and that is the materialist interpretation. The
history that feudalist and bourgeois historians concoct and interprat

has ma factual basis and represents their interests. The history of the
Hun:n of Africa, in general, and the history of Ethiopia and Eritrea, in
particular, the process of the historical evolution of these peup!asém
the Ifml_‘nallon of nations have been briefly presented above. That the
Ethiﬂ'ﬂllal'l teudalists and, in particular, the Shoan Ambara feudalists
have widely published, extensively disseminated and stiven hard to
inculcate in the minds of their subject and colonized peoples the myth
that the Ethiopia which they claim «stretches its hands to Gods has
livec as an mdepfanuml country for 3000 years, Is a continuation of
Israel's Solomonic dynasty, etc, is not something new being heard
today for the first time. It is wall known that this fairy tale has been
taken as a point of departure by all forces of reaction and imperialism,
That this refuted history, which is both unfounded and unscientific is
the basic argument of the salf-proclaimed progressive regime prou"&s
that it is only a justification designed to prolong its colonial
coccupation of Eritrea,

The second argument presents the Eritraan le' rovemernt
astoreign (Arab)instigated, claiming that tﬁgr?lm Eﬂrcﬁnla have no
desira _lcn secede from Ethiopia. This allegation against the Eritrean
remlt_]ttﬂnlis a defiberate siander designed to create doubts as to the
genuine wishes of the Eritrean people and confuse the real identity of
the Eritrean revolution. The Eritrean people’s historic just struggle
has proven its patriotic and progressive nature through its soclal
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ractice. As thare have been traitors and social groups with ties with
?aarﬁgn forces in the histories of all pecples, it is not surprising 10 also
find ther in Eritrea. Such Eritreans who have neither a common
interest with nor any concern for their people, and pnl,tu:.al groups
which openly worked for the retention of Eritraa as an lalian or British
colony, had emerged and disappeared in histary. There have alsnbe:en
Eritrean exploiting classes who have c:c-llab?ra'leq with Ethiopian
colonialism. Thus, the traitorous and oppontunist _En_treans who try to
give the Eritrean movement an Arab colour are indistinguishable from
the reactionalies and opportunists who prepe&dad them. It is also
neither a scret nor suprising that there are Eritrean running dogs who
work in collaboration with world imperialism. What is important i3 the
indigenous ldentity and progressive nature of the Eritrean revalution.

i ile Selassie ime, as a watchdog of
f;pﬁﬁ:lfammmhrr: 1.|:|'1r:.;.:lgi :f] lerlcai and lhr:‘rgiom of Africain partlicular,
enjoyed influence and prestige, its basic interests In the region lay
with Israeli zionism and reactionary Arab regime. And the majority of
the Arab regime, supporting the Haile Selassie regime, were against
the Eritrean people's just struggle. In the contradictions prevailing
hetween the Palestinian people’s just struggle and zionist Israel, all
Arab nationalist and progressive forces have benn fighting, and
continue 1o fight, on the side of the Palestinian peaple. It is aégg
ohvious that all the nationalist and progressive Atahfumaal_-tmai :
on the side of the Eritrean people’s just struggle a_ga:mst _Haile
Salassie's autocralic regime because of Haile Selassie’s intimate
relations with zionist lsrael and impsrialiarr} were opposed o the
common national struggle of the Arab countries in general. This and
theircontinuing suppert for our just cause is indeed a source of pride
and strength to the Eritrean people.

Even though certain opportunist groups within the Eritrean struggle
have, s;e'ﬁnutu curry favour in the region in the pursuit of their satfish
interast, trisd to misrepresent the Eritrean struggle as an Lntegfql part
of the Arab national movement, the democratic force of the Eritrean
revalution, has thraugh struggle, exposed the bankmuptcy and futility
af their treacheraus machinations and reaffirmed the patriotic and
progressive nature of the Eritrean people’s struggle. Deeply cong-
ciows of its identity, the Eritrean democratic line struggles on the
basis of aclear distinction between its friends and enemies notonly in
the region but also around the world. ks raison d'étre is Eritrea and its
primary strength derives from the oppressed Eritrean masses whose
genuine wishes it truly represents. The mendacious allegation of
Arab aggression or foreign instigation that Ethiopian m]omqhsrn,
whether under the Halle Selassie fewdal regime or lrle present military
regime, has advanced to misrepresent the identity of tha Eritrean
people’s struggle. deceive the Ethiopian peopls, gain the_sympat?lyﬂ
whe Blask Africon countries and swindly WOl opinicn, 5 B0
"'_.-i-'.'i‘-_‘!'“:.'-,f'- ant jRoanetle of lustifylag Erifrews ool NG TR L]
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The other justification is the Dergue’s argument that Erfirea should
remain under Ethiopian eclonialism because it fthe Dergue} has
established ssoclalizmes in Ethiopia. That the ubiguitous comparizon
of the prevailing situation In Ethiopia with the Russian Bolshevik
revolution represents a futile attempt to make an analogy between
sEthiopian Socialisms which is without head, sping and limbs and the
socialist dictatorship of the masses |5 obvicusly beyend argurnent,
There is alse no logic which calls for the Miraculous establishment of
socialismm in Ethicpia within a period of two-three vears as a result of a
military coup d'gtat. As to the estabiishrment of saciallsm in general, it
is a very good thing indeed. The establishment of aocialism in
Ethicpia is not only in the interests of the Ethiopian masses but afso
in the interest of the Eritrean masses as well as those of the
peoples of the region and the entire world. However, the establish-
rment of socialism in Ethiopia would not mean the alimination of the
Eritrean people's historical and national fights to liberation or the
distortion of their history. The power that establishes socialism in
Ethiopia would in the first place have to accept the right of the Eritrean
people to seli-determination in principle and implement It in practice
rather than frantically try to justify the annexation of Eritrea. It leaves
the right of self-determination to the Eritrean people alone.
Annexation and socialist principles and practice are two contradictony
things. The establishment of a socialist system in Ethiopia cannot
justify the illegitimate and unjust presence of Ethiopian colonizl
oecupation in Eritrea.

The present self-prociatmed progressive military regime's proposed
solution for the Eritrean question verifies nothing but the underying
imperial chauvinism of «Greater Ethioplas (Mother Country) and its
(the Dergue's) own selfish ambitiows for an outlet to the sea.
Otherwise if has absalutely nothing eompatible with the spirit of
socialism. This becomes very clear in the Dergue’s S-point policy
ascertains is that, departing from the ehauvinist areed of «Greater
Ethiopiar and other consideralions such as its hold on Eritrea's
cutlels to the sea as well a5 its econamic and strategic interests, den-
¥ing history and distarting its meaning, and under the excuse of «tha
objective reality prevailing In Ethiopia, the surmrounding region and the
world=. the Dergue has posed as 1f [ alone has the right ta determing
the destiny of the Eritrean people and, viclating other fundamental
principes of the right to self-determination, has declared sregicnal
autonomy= and invited the Eritrean people and its progressiva farces
1o negotiate with it In practice, it perpetrates unceasing mifitary
aggression and rains bombs, bullets and napalm on the population in
the liberated areas to break the will of and subdue the Eritrean peopie.
All this proves the emptyness of the glittering slogans of socialism
thal is has raised and the fact that it has no desire to resalve the
Eritrean question in a just peaceful way.

34
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Before coming into the correct and just solution, we would like to
clarify the erroneous stands and incorrect handling shown by the
progressive and democratic forces which should, and is their
responsability to find a correct solution to this question. As the stand
of many strategic friends of the Eritrean revolution has gone so far as
to accuse the Eritrean revolution as «an instrument of imperialism and
the forces of reactions, i.e., as far as saying that its forcible
liquidation is justified, it is imperative here to clarify some of the
possible causes of this erroneous stand.

What reason can there be to downgrade the role of the Eritrean
revolution or to oppose it orto shift one's stand from one of support to
that of opposition?

- Is it because the Eritrean people’s struggle is unjust and has no
historico-economic cause?

- Is it because of the fear that «Ethiopia» may disintegrate?

- Is it because access to the sea is indispensable for Ethiopia?

- Does it mean that the Eritrean people must abandon their national
struggles because there is a progressive regime in Ethiopia or a
democratic trend within the «Derguen?

- Is it out of consideration of the intemational or strategic interest of
the struggles of the world's people?

- Is it because the Eritrean revolution is reactionary or of the fear that it
might become an instrument of imperialism and reaction?

- Is it because the potential of Eritrea and its people is weak and
limited?

- Is it because such is the interpretation of the right to self-deter-
mination?

Since the justness of the Eritrean struggle as well as its historico-
economic cause have already been discussed, it is unnecessary to
reiterate them here. And the interpretation of history of all progressive
forces cannot be at variance with it. It was only after verifying the
justness of the Eritrean people's struggle that the Soviet Union and
People's Democraticies stood against the unjust federal bond
between Eritrea and Ethiopia and in support of the Eritrean people's
independence in 1950, It was also on the basis of a principled outlook
that Democratic Yemen and the other democratic forces that have now
changed their stand on the Eritrean revolution had extended their
support to the Eritrean People’s struggle for independence and
liberation. So what has changed now? If today, after 35 years,
anything has changed, besides the changes that have taken place in
the world (the relative weakening of the forces of reaction and the
growth of the forces of revolution), it is that the Eritrean revolution,
after prolonged struggle is led by progressive forces, has paid and
continues to pay enormous sacrifices, and is achieving great vistories
in the social revolution.
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