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NAMES OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL MEMBERS Seventy three members stood as candidates to the Central Council of the Eritrean Liberation Front - People's Liberation Forces. However, the neutral committee that supervised the election declared the following members successful and gave the number of votes each 
one them has won :

                                            Votes
18.
Mohamed Omer

1.
Osman Saleh Sabbe
682

Mahmoud al-Turabi
311

2.
Mohamed Saeed Nawid
510
19.
Suleiman Ali Zakaria
305

3.
Abu Bakr Mohamed

20.
Dr. Burhan Abdelkadir
288


Jama
498
21.
Suleiman Hassan Kalim
277

4.
Asberom Abraha

22.
Abdelkadir lbrahim


Tesema
463

Jiiani
246

5.
Adam Saleh Sidly
454
23.
lbrahim Ismail

6.
Taha Mohamed Noor
438

Amerikan
239

7.
Ali Omer Hanna
437
24.
Ali Ahmed Suleiman
238

8.
Fatmah Mohamed Yasin

25.
Anwar Mohamed Noor
238


(Women's Union)
432
26.
Mahmoud Ali Torai
233

9.
Mohamed Omer

27.
Omer Abdalla imohamed


Abdalla
410

(General Union of Eri-

10.
osman Omer Sha'ban
399

trean Workers)

11.
Omer Mohamed al-Burg
385

CENTRAL COUNCIL
12.
Ahmed Mohamed Jasir
380

RESERVE MEMBERS
13.
Saleh Omer ldris



Votes

(Abu Ajaj)
362
1.
Hamid ldris Ma'raka
217

14.
Adam Mohamed Ali

2.
Asefaw Baria Michael
210


Akti 
349
3.
Idris Sayid Mahmoud
199

15.
Osman Hassan Ajib
344
4.
Mustafa Yacob Hamid
196

16.
Ahmed Adam Omer
331
5.
Al-Hadi Mohamed Noor
195

17.
Zeggai Gebre Medhin
319

NAMES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The Central Council of the Eritrean Liberation Front -

People's Liberation Forces - bas elected a 9-man Executive Committee

 from its own members.  The following are the names of the


Executive Committee members :-

1.
Osman Saleh Sabbe
6. osman Hassan Ajib


2.
Mohamed Saeed Nawid
7. Adam Mohamed Ali Akti


3.
Taha Mohamed Noor
8. Abu Bakr Mohamed Jama


4.
   Asberom Abraha Tesema
9. Abdelkadir lbrahim Jilani

5.         Ahmed Mohamed Jasir
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ERITREA TO

DECLARE

INDEPENDENCE

SHORTLY

Pp 5-8

   Speaking in a press conference held recently in the Kuwaiti Press Association, Mr. Osman Saleh Sabbe, the President of the Central Council and of the Executive Committee and the official spokesman of the ELF/PLF declared that it was likely to announce Eritrea's independence either in the Liberated areas or after totally liberating the entire country.

He said that the realisation of this objective depended on the outcome of the current search for unity.  Mr. Sabbe added that in order to make the Red Sea free from super power conflicts it was necessary to study matters objectively without making hue and cry. 

The following is an informal translation of the text of Mr. Sabbe's speech at the press conference which he delivered in Arabic:

Distinguished men of the mass media

In the name of the Executive Committee of the Eritrean Liberation Front - the People's Liberation Forces - and the Eritrean people I greet you and thank you for coming to participate in this conference.  Similarly, I have to thank the Kuwaiti Press Association for affording me this opportunity to hold the press conference in its place.

Perhaps you will agree with me if I say that the Red Sea region today is regarded as one of the places highly qualified for regional and international conflicts. The Red Sea is an important international passage linking east and west and in particular for oil tankers from the Arabian Gulf to Europe.  Moreover, the map of the region which includes Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia is coming on to a radical change amid pools of blood.

The Eritrean revolution, despite its internal differences which are not resolved as yet, is escalating the struggle without being stopped by the Ethiopian mob concentrations which reached hundred thousand men in addition to the thirty thousand strong regular army already bogged down in Eritrea.

The declaration of Eritrea's independence is very likely either in the liberated areas which constitute more than 85% of Eritrea's total area or after fully liberating the remaining parts of the country which can be realized right away if the current efforts being made to convince the former EPLF and now the Popular Front for the Liberation of Eritrea (PFLE) to accept Unity culminate in success.

On the other hand, it is highly probable that an armed clash between Ethiopia and Somalia will take place before long.  The fighters of the United Front for Western Somalia have laid siege to a number of towns namely Harar, Dire Dawa, Jigjiga, Negale and Imi.  The Somali government has declared its determination to liberate the occupied Somali territories.  Meanwhile, seven other movements are raging in the Ethiopian empire after all peaceful efforts have come to nought.

Ethiopia's relations with the Sudan is deteriorating and Ethiopian troop concentrations are being sent to the Sudanese border to recapture the towns seized by the Ethiopian Democratic Union.

Standing behind the Ethiopian side
are contradicting forces namely the Soviet Union, Cuba,

Israel and some Arab countries. Each one of these countries has a certain aim and an axe to  grind.

We don't think that the Soviet Union will involve itself by patronizing the Ethiopian empire just


for the simple reason that the blood-shedder Mengistu Haile Mariam raises Marxist slogans to serve his opportunistic purposes in order to remain in power.

This empire is in a state of laboured breathing and is being torn by internal conflicts among its diverse nationalities.  So, Ethiopia at present looks like a drowning boat. It is therefore foolish for a person who wants to remain alive to cling on to this drowning boat.

Right from the outset of our revolution in 1961, we have been trying to win the support of both of the super powers namely the United States of America and the Soviet Union for the right of our people to self-determination. The Soviet Union supported when the Eritrean question was placed before the United Nations in 1950.

   However the same Soviet Union is now exhorting us to accept federal Union with Ethiopia.  The then Soviet delegate to the UNO described the US backed federal union between Ethiopia and Eritrea as a forcible marriage consummated against the wish of the second party i.e. Eritrea.  Has anything changed in the geographical facts since then?  Eritrea is still the same Eritrea and its people are still continuing the struggle in order to have a free place under the sun.  But they are still faced with hostile and aggressive forces that perpetrate awful massacres bordering in their brutality to the massacres perpetrated by fascism and nazism.  How then can forces claiming to be socialist and democratic permit themselves to support the perpetrators of such horrid massacres against a small nation such as the people of Eritrea fighting for survival?

Some insignificant parties in the Arab world whose press is being used as a Trojan horse by certain super powers with vested interests have turned to be a trumpet for those external powers.  These parties and their press are making futile efforts to confuse and distort the reality of the Eritrean struggle.  The Writers of these trumpet papers who are given to luxury and who live in theoretical moulds far from the realities of life, cannot deserve the respect of the genuine freedom fighters in the world even if these writers claim to be Marxists.

      Some Arab States have raised the question of the Red Sea and declared their intention to keep the region clear of super Power conflicts.  However, making hue and cry cannot keep the region clear of conflicts.  On the contrary, such hubbub will invite conflict to the region.  The ideal thing to do is to study the matters objectively, secretly and without pronouncements.

    What is meant by Red Sea security?  A correct answer to this question will determine the goal. Independent Arab states with no problems among themselves overlook the Red Sea.

      The only spot of danger is, the Eritrean shore which Ethiopia seized as a result of inter national conspiracies, and whose rightful owners namely the Eritreans have been waging a war of liberation for the past 16 years. Ethiopia has converted the Eritrean shore into a base for forces hostile and inimical to the interests of the people's of the region and first and foremost the Arab interests. These hostile forces include Israel.  And since the Eritrean people share with the Arab nation the same interests and destiny the Arabs are in duty bound to back up the Eritrean people to win their freedom and national independence.

It is unfortunate to declare before you that the Arab backing to the Eritrean struggle (with the exception of Iraq and Syria) is still in the verbal stage, and this is not only unavailing but also detrimental to the Eritrean cause to a large extent.

Some of the Arab states use the Eritrean differences as a pretext to withhold their backing. This pretext is unacceptable for these differences did not stop some other Arab states from backing the PLF and the ELF who are urgently demanding the Unification of the three Eritrean Liberation groups.

What is more, the internal differences did not put an end to the military and material responsibilities of the Eritrean revolution. On the contrary, the escalated military operations have increased the responsibilities placed on the shoulders of the revolution.  It is therefore necessary that all the sympathisers with the Eritrean revolution extend urgent military and humanitarian aid to the liberation forces now.

The aid can be dealt out among the three fighting groups pending reconciliation and unification.  In this connection, I would like to propose that an Arab commission working within the framework of the Arab League be formed for this purpose with the task of preparing a study on all the legal aspects of the Eritrean question with a view to referring it to the UNO and OAU.

A fact which one cannot overlook is that international conflict on the Red Sea region resulting from Eritrea's question will have repercussions not only in Eritrea but also throughout the
area including the entire Arab oil-producing countries.  For this reason, l would like to stress that failure to support the Eritrean struggle for national independence on the part of the oil rich Arab states will have negative reflections on them as well.

Our people appreciate the laudable Sudanese-Somali initiative of inviting the Eritrean Liberation Front as the representative of the Eritrean people to participate in the forthcoming conference of the Red Sea states instead of Ethiopia that usurped Eritrea. This stand is in conformance with the demand we have always made.

The decision adopted by the recent Islamic foreign Ministers’ Conference held in Tripoli represents a disappointment to the Eritrean people.  In this connection, l have to thank the Iraqi delegation for expressing reservations towards the weak decision passed by the conference on Eritrea, and for having explained the reality of the Eritrean question. I have to thank also Kuwait, Tunisia, and Bahrain and other states who supported the Iraqi stand and expressed dissatisfaction at the decision of the conference regarding Eritrea. 
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ON ISAIAS'S FIGMENTS TO

AL-MADINAH NEWSPAPER

The leader of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Eritrea Mr. lsaias Afworki in a lengthy interview with the Saudi newspaper al-Madinah (14/8/ 1977) heaped accusations, abuses and personal attacks on the leadership of the people's Liberation Forces (PLF).

The leadership of the PLF, adhering to its policy aimed at avoiding to exchange accusations with others through the mass media, and in an effort to resolve the political differences by means of purposeful and quiet endeavours, would prefer not to reply to the incriminatory accusations heaped on the leadership of the People's Liberation Forces which had created lsaias Afworki from nothingness.

But yet the PLF leadership would like to draw attention to those expressions which Mr. lsaias uttered with a malicious sectarian breath, and which carried general accusations against a big sector of the Eritrean people.  The PLF leadership would likewise wish to warn Mr. lsaias and the members of his inner circle not to slip into such a swamp which will swallow them up before those against whom they make unfounded accusations.

The command of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Eritrea is called upon for the tenth time to return to the fold of reason and give up its chauvinism, arrogance and narrow and idealistic ambitions which will do no good to it nor to the people of Eritrea, and accept to enter into a democratic dialogue so as to resolve the existing difference within the ranks of the Eritrean Revolution.

The silence about the trifles of Mr. Isaias and his retinue ought not be explained as weakness.  Those who take it as such will be deceiving themselves, and there is no sin bigger than self-deceit.

Mr. isaias and his disciples had better learn from the blunders of the past and return to the fold of reason.
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ERITREA READY TO GRANT ETHIOPIA PASSAGE TO THE SEA THROUGH AGREEMENT

The following exchange took place between comrade Mohamed Saeed Nawid, head of PLF political bureau, and Najib Saleh, the correspondent of the Kuwaiti newspaper «al Rai al Am» who made a visit to the liberated areas in Eritrea and met comrade Nawid in one of PLF base camps recently.

Q.
How would you evaluate the recent PLF organizational congress ?

A.
The results of the congress were positive.  As regards the national scene, the principal issue placed before the congress for discussion was the issue of national unity.  The congress discussed this topic in detail and with care and objectivity.  It was put forward without incriminating or convicting anybody.

The question of liberation was connected with the question of unity during the discussion in the congress and after it.  The conferees were convinced that the present stage offered numerous opportunities for the triumph of the Eritrean Revolution because of many considerations at home and abroad.

The positive organizational results of the congress included the election of a legitimate leadership for the organization, the adoption of a political programme and a constitution, the formation of specialized organs within the organization in addition to laying down a clear-cut strategy that will give us a push towards liberation.

Q.
What was the response of the other groups to your proposals regarding national unity or you made no contacts as yet?

 A.   We have sent several letters in this respect and we are expecting a reply from the ELF the Revolutionary Council. As for the Popular Front, we did not receive any response from it. Besides, we have heard that there was a kind of dialogue going on between the Revolutionary Council and the Popular Front on unity.  If they reach an agreement on unity that of course will pave the way for the unity of all the three liberation groups.

Q.
But the Popular Front does not recognize you (PLF) and denies your existence. What is your answer?

A.
There is no one who has the right to distribute roles and recognitions.  It is enough that we recognize ourselves as a force existing in the field.  We have no guardianship over anyone nor shall we accept the guardianship of anyone whatsoever.  If it does not recognize us we recognize it.

Q.
What is your position towards the ca// for a federation or confederation with Ethiopia and ending the war on that basis?
A.
Neither federation nor confederation is acceptable to us. Complete independence is the only thing we accept.  We have offered and still offering sacrifices for the sake of achieving independence.  Since we are neither Ethiopians nor part of Ethiopia, the only solution for us is to attain independence and this is in the interests of both of Ethiopia and Eritrea.  We have no right to relinquish or squander even a single span of our territory.  But we, as neighbours to Ethiopia, are ready to give her a passageway to reach the sea.  This can be effected by means of a bilateral agreement between Eritrea and Ethiopia.

Q.
What about the new military regime and does it differ from Haile Selassie's regime. ?
A.
There is a big difference between them.  Haile Selassie was consistent with himself and his temperament.  It was thus therefore natural for him to seek expansion and occupy our homeland without justification for he was determined to build an empire for himself.  As for the Dergue or Mengistu, the man who is raising the slogan of progress, socialism and liberation, is absorbed in utter contradiction.  Mengistu's stand regarding Eritrea does not differ in an thing from that of Haile Selassie As a matter of fact, Mengistu's rule is an extension for the old emperor's autocratic rule. Accordingly, while the emperor was honest with himself, Mengistu is completely inconsistent with himself.

Q.
How do you view the situation in the Red Sea and the independence of Djibouti?
A.
There must not be any foreign bases in the Red Sea nor conflicts over it for the sake of global strategy.  The Red Sea should remain a secure place for all the people's of the world. We were the first to warn of the repercussions which the establishment of foreign bases in the Red Sea will have throughout the area when Ethiopia rented a number of Eritrean islands to USA and Israel ten years ago.  But now the concern of others over the Red Sea came very late.

Q.
What about the hostility of Ethiopia towards Somalia and Djibouti?
A.
The mentality of the Ethiopian expansionists is not a new mentality.  It is older than the covetousness and ambitions of Haile Selassie. Emperors Menelik and Yohannes used to demand the annexation of the Somalilands and parts of the Sudanese territory to the Ethiopian Empire.  The new rulers of Ethiopia are of the same type.  They threaten to march on t is territory or that for this is consistent with their mentality and temperament. We support the independence of Djibouti and stand on the side of the brotherly people of Djibouti.

Q.
How do you view your relations with the Arab states?
A.
From the political point of view, we harbour every recognition and respect to all the Arab states without exception.  We look up to them as a full brother looks up to his full brother.  However, we expect from the Arab states to step up their backing to our revolution especially now that we are on the threshold of victory and seizing independence by force.  If the Arab brothers do not come to our aid and bolster our struggle, the process of attaining independence will be difficult for us. We call on our Arab brothers to extend us substantial assistance now.

So far, we have been receiving aid only from the Arab states though we have knocked all doors.  We have sought support from our African brothers and from the Eastern European countries.  However, real support was forthcoming from the Arab brothers only, and we hope that they will boost their aid to our revolution. ***
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THE BATLE FOR AGORDAT IN 1962

It was unavoidable to take a decisive revolutionary action to stop the festivals and the meetings which the Ethiopian government was organizing in the Eritrean towns as a prelude to the declaration of Eritrea's official annexation and the termination of the federal union status.

The traitor called Asfaha Woldmichael who was the pro forma head of the Eritrean government was at the same time acting as a Deputy to the Representative of the Emperor.

The chance had come for a handful revolutionaries to demonstrate the seriousness of the liberation struggle, and take a practical step which will teach the Ethiopian occupationists a lesson they shall never forget.  They thus laid down plans for a commando operation in Agordat.

       The seven commandos took their positions in the midst of the huge gathering attending the festival organized by the Ethiopian colonial authorities in front of the office of the provincial governor of Agordat.  Every body took his place.  The gathering was presided over by the Representative of the Emperor General (Abe Abbebe) and assisted by traitor Asfaha Woldmichael, the figurehead chief of the Eritrean government and traitor Hamid Faraj, the speaker of the Eritrean parliament.

At an opportune time and when the speakers were competing with one another to show their oratorical skill to justify the need for the destruction of the Eritrean entity and its incorporation into what they called the mother Ethiopian entity, all of a sudden a commando hurled a hand grenade in front of the rostrum where the high-ranking officials of the government were sitting. Unfortunately the bomb turned to be a smoke bomb and thus did not cause any casualties.  There and then the daring commando threw another bomb which killed 22 high-ranking officials including the Minister of Justice. Likewise, General Abe Abebe and the two traitors Asfaha and Hamid sustained gaping wounds. The total casualties were 22 killed and 40 wounded. Thus the Ethiopian colonialists have learnt from the first commando operation in  Agordat a lesson they shall never forget.

This unprecedented successful operation gave the brave revolutionaries a strong moral push.  As a matter of fact, it was the first real proclamation of the birth of the Eritrean Revolution. Its echo reached far and near over the radio:

        The operation in question took place on 12/7/1962 just two weeks after the speech delivered by the former Emperor Haile Selassie in Asmara in which he claimed that Eritrea was part and parcel of Ethiopia.  In that speech, the Emperor also threatened the Eritrean people that he will visit destruction and grief on them if they supported the claims of the Eritrean Liberation Front to independence. 

As a consequence to Agordat operation the Ethiopian authorities arrested hundreds of the inhabitants of the valiant town as well as those of other towns till the number of the people arrested within a single week reached 1200 persons.

Having lost their senses, the Ethiopian authorities have resorted to terroristic methods.

They hanged two innocent youth from Agordat town namely Muhammed Hassan 

Hassano and Abdurahman  Muhammad Musa under the false accusation that they have 

participated in the Agordat operation.  The Ethiopian authorities have made the  hanging 

of the martyrs' corpses on the gallows a practice of their own.

At one time, they hang the dead bodies of 17 freedom fighters who martyred in the famous battle of Tagorba.

The first Agordat battle was a turning point in the history of the Eritrean Revolution. From Agordat started the liberation of villages and the rural areas and later passed on to the stage of liberating towns.

The recent liberation of the town of Agordat is considered to be a new turning point towards the seizure of the entire western province which forms Eritrea’s economic nerve and the subsequent liberation of Asmara, the capital and the proclamation of independence. 

