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For aver 23 vears, the Eritrean people have waged a relentless armed strugele i
in the pursuit of their legitimate right to self-determination, national indepen-
dence and social Jiberation, During this long and hard years of tail, sweal anl
Blood, they have confronted not only the military might of siecessive Ethiopian
reghmes bul also the active imierveniion, direct as well as indirect, of the hig
powers and various regional Forces. These foreign apponents of Eritrean inde-
pendence iave also often found ceriain Eritrean groups willing, in the name of
struzeling For Eritrean, (o sell themselves hody and soul Tor a few crombs and, in
peturn, work 1o create obstacles along (he liwe of march of the Eritrean revole-
fion. I

The eagerness of certain regional powers o wlilize sueh elements in the pur-
suil of their own pereeived nafional interests at the expense of the legitimate
interesis of the Eritrean people has of late become @ matber of imereasing con-
corn. Worse siill, this cagerness has presently colminated inio an open sttempl
i influence ar even usurp the independence of decision of the Exitrean libera-
tign movement, posing 4 major challenge (o the integrity of the EPLE's inde-
peadent political line amd non-aligned foreign policy.

The EPLF isa responsitile national liberation movement that represents the
genuine interests and profound aspications of the Eritrean people and reco-
onizes the communalty of interest that naturally exists hetween us and our
nefghhours. 1t is also willing (o work with the pefghbouring countries in pursuit
of these mutaal interests, But, it cannot and will never subordinate the legiti-
mate iteresis of the Eritrean people to the unilateral wishes, interests or pre dli=
leetions of one or another neighbouring staie, or any oiher state for that matier. |
This poesition of principle reflects the Exitrean people's perseveran! struggle uf
almaost @ quarier of 2 ceniury, their readiness to pay the necessary sacrifices for
iheir national independence and freedom and their firm refusal (o how down to
ihe hesemonistic designs of any global or regional power, For us, these are
pev-nesotiahle matiers of principic and SOYCreiEmly.

We are a small people with limited resourees strtoling apainst powerfal
citemics fo win our legitimate right to seif-determination. We weleome any danil
all assistance extended us without sirings, In faci, we actively salicil for such
asitance from the Triends of the Ertrean people and the symp: isers of their
catise. But, we will tolerate no infeférence, domination or paier 150 11 Peler.
in that case, we would rather do without.

For the Eritrean stropgle is not a strogele o serve the imterests of Forelan |
forces. T s a struggle (o gehieve and safeguard the legitimate interests of the |
Eriirean people who are bearing the burdern of aniold saerifices. 11 is also a
struggle Tor the achievement of justice, peace and siability in our fegion, wis-
hing to live in sccordance with the principies of peaceiul coexistence and
il respect with all oar neighbours, Bul, we will never geeepl 8 statos of |
subiserviene of @llew offers o underminge oF consfiseale our independence of
decision, no malter The weight of ile pressures exeried.
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Declaration

The Sixth Regular Session of the Central Committee of the EPLF

Valiant Eritrean Masses!

Heroic Patriols of the People's Army!

The Ceniral Commitlee of the
Eritrean People’s Liberalion Frond
(EPLF) held, afler a o« long and
teving period » of five vears, its
sixth regular session on 8-11 Sep-
temher 1984, In this session, The
Central Commitlee deliberated on
reparts  concerning  developmenis
and the spccessive phases of the
preceding stage of the Eritrean
people’s struggle and their van-
guard organizalion in the various
fields: appraised the prevailling
situation in the world, in owr
region, i Africa and  Burope:
assessed the state of the Dergue’s
colonial regime im ils  various
aspects, the Ethiopian democratic
movements and the gquestion of
umily; and passed important reso-
lutions,

The period of the past five yvears
saw the colonialist Derpue’s mili-
tary adventure reach ils apex and
then plange to the ground. This
stape witnessed the [ifth offensive
i July 1979, the counter-offensive
of the Eritrean People's Liberation
Army (EPLA) in December 1979
and January 1980 tha! blunled the
momentem of the Dergue’s offen-
sives, the long-awaited and much-
orchestrated all-out sixth offensive
of February-May 1982, the confj-
nualion af this sixthk offensive in the
form of the creeping offensive of
March-July 1983 and, this year, the
likeration of Tesseney, the annihi-
Tation of the Dergue’s fortificatlions
in northeastern  Sahel, the suc-
cessful  operalion  against  the
Asmara airbase and the effective
operations  throughout  the  vast
Eritrean countryside, These vicio-
ries, achieved through the precious
sacrifices of  thousands of the
EPLA's finest members and the
recruilment, training and steeling of
thousamd of others, prove thatl the
heraic  People's Army is  the
defender af the jusl cause of the
Eritrean people amd the guarantor
of the conlinuity of their armed

strugglé and demonstrale the bril-
liance of the developments of the
past stage,

With its army locked in fierce
combal in the battlefield, the EPLF
vanguard has showldered the heavy
responsibility  of politicizing,
organizing and arming the Erilrean
people. As a resull, the pasi siage
has seen the establishmen! and
growih, at home and abroad, of the
Mational Union of Eritrean War-
kers, the National Union of Eri-
Iream Peasanis, the National Union
of Erilrean Women and the
Mational Union of Erilrean Sig-
dents as well as professional asso-
ciglions, the setling up of organs of
people’s power and other popular
instilutions in the liberaled areas of
Eritrea. It has also been a stage of
the growlh and consolidation of the
people’s militia and regional armics
with the aim of defending and
consolidating people’s power and
the popular institulions and
upgrading their participation in the
armed strugale.

This stage has seen Uhe training
and steeling of thousands of poli-
fival cadres in the ranks of The
people's army, the mass organiza-
tions and in various other fields: the
raising of the collural level of the
peaple and greal transformations in
their political, economic and social
life, and the establishmen! and
growth of the EPLF radio, the
« Yoice of the Eritrean Masses »,
serving our agitalional work as the
viice of trulh and the educator of
the masses o the ferror of  our
Enemies.

In building and consolidating ils
base areas under the exiremely dif-
ficall circumstances of (he last
stage, the EPLF has constructed
rowds by digging through steep
mountainsides, reinforced ifs eco-
nomic base, Atrained numeraos
skilted personnel as well as formu-
lated and implemented several
developmen! projects designed o
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improve the economic lol and raise
the standard of living of the people.

With the agonizing conditions of
drought and famine afflicting the
praple during the last five years, the
EPLF has developed big hospitals
rendering modern services to Thou-
samds of wounded fighlers and the
broad masses, expanded its mohile
medival services for the people and
played o significant role, on its own
as well as in cooperation with relief
agencies, in assisling the people
whis have heen displaced, impove-
rished and starved by the brufal
afrocilies of the Dergue’s expan-
sionist regime.

Abroad, il has scored important
diplomatic suceesses during  this
period, overcorme the unfavoarable
and complicated political almos-
phere thal prevailed as a resull of
the changes Following the strategic
reélreal, assured the survival of the
revolation, and established good
relations wilh  liberation move-
menis, pofitical parties wnd orga-
nizations as well as governmenls in
our region, Africa, Europe and the
world at large.

On the guestion af the unily of
the Eritrean people, the EPLF has,
in the face of all the obstacles and
consiraints imposed from  within
and  owlside, proved itself the
gengine purswer and guaranior of
unily through its construclive pro-
posals and earnest endeavours.

To find a peaceful political solu-
tion for the Eritrean question, the
EPLF has, paraliel wilh ils perse-
veranl military  campaigns, pre-
senfed clear and practical propo-
sals, waged relenfless and earnest
struggles and underlaken important
measures during this period.

In the face of these greal viclories
and achievements of the Erilrean
people, the Dergue’s fulile, chao-
vinist and colonialist attempts ot
liguidation during the fas! ten vears
have met with wiler faflure and 3

3
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bankrupicy, causing enormous
damage and famine to the Ethio-
pian people. Al present, it is seeking
to suffocate the Erifrean people’s
just struggle and the Ethiopian
people’s democratic struggles in the
smoke of orchestration of ils
so-called « tenth anniversary of the
pevolulion » and the « establish-
ment of u parly » and crealing the
illusion  of miraculous  change
through this fanfare. Moreover, the
Dergue is engaged in frantic prepa-
ralions 1o resume its offensive by
increasing the supply of arms and
economic aild received from the
Soviel Union and the US respecti-
vely. This is nol surprising. For the
Dergue is not the first colonial and
repressive regime in  history 1o
mount, while in the throes of its
deathbed, a Tutile last-ditch attempt
to cover up its ugly features through
cosmelic changes.

Our resalute people and heroic
people’s army!

The fact that we have demons-
trated our sieadfasiness, determi-
pation, consiructiveness and desire
for peace and scored greal viclories
during the past slage is, in itself, an
indication of the brighiness of the
future of our struggle. Further-
miore, the past experience leaches us
4 lesson of the immensily of the
greal political, military, social and

cultural lasks of the struggle amd
reconsiruction that lie ahead.

The sixth regular session of the
Central Commiltee of the EPLF
has, after a sclentific evaluation of

4l this, formulated appropriate
tasks for the various fields of our
future struggle. Affirming that the
determinalion and dedication
needed to  efficiently accomplish
these tasks would be even greater
than during the past stage, il. ance
again, calls for the greater parlici-
pation of all nationalist Erilreans.

On this oceasion, the Cenlral
Committee of the EPLF expresses
its gratitude to all the governments,
political parties and organizalions
which, in the past stage, have slood

an the side of the Eritrean people
and their straggle and extended
them political, military, material
and humanitarian assistance. 11 also
expresses its hopes and recommen-
dations Thal They become more
responsive 1o ils calls and provide
imcreased assistance in the coming
stages of the Eritrean people’s
struggle.

Cilory to those who have made
the transition o 3 new stage pos-
sible through their saerifices!

Victory Lo the Masses!
The Central Commillee
EPLF

117984 W

RESOLUTIONS

Sixth Regular Session of the Cenltral Committee of the EPLF

The &' regular session of the Ce

8-11 September 1984, has passed the following resolutions:

On the Global Level:

= Aware of the weight and
influence of the US and the Soviet
Union on a global scale;

» Recalling that the US had mas-
terminded the « federal » associa-
tion-of Eritrea with the expansionist
and client regime of Haile Selassie
in 1952 against the wishes of the
Eritrean people and later encou-
raged that regime lo abrogate the
« federation », which had no
recourse hut the LN, and reduce
Eritrea inlo a colony;

* Recalling the injustices that the

4

U'S had perpelrated on the Eritrean

- people during the Haile Selassie

regime’s colonial period in Eritrea
by providing the regime wilh poli-
tical, military and ¢conomic assis-
tance as well as diplimatic and
propaganda cover lo suppriss the
resistance and crush the struggle of
the Eritrean people;

e Moling the economic assistance
and diplomatic and propaganda
cover that the US, even after the
downfall of the Haile Selassic
regime, extends the present Ethio-

niral Committee of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLE)Y, held on

pian military regime under the
policy of « defaching il from the
Soviel Union and winning it aver »;

s Noting the injuslices That the
Soviet Union, oblivious of ils just
historic sland in 1950 supporiing
independence For Eritrea, is today
commilling against the Eritrean
peopie and their revolution for the
sake of its global strategy by pro-
viding the Dergue’s colonial regine
with weapons of mass destruclion
to suppress the legitimate, just and
human rights of the Erilrean
people;
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