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LEihiopia is an expansionisi and an oppressor siale, The domina-
tion of the neighbouring peoples in the Horn of Africa and the siafes
along its periphery has lang been the cherished ambition of Eihio-
pian rulers. The present milidary junio i Addis Abeba is loval (o (his
iradition and consistenily lives ap (o il boih in iis policy and praciice.
There is no means to which it would not resort or extent (o which i
waould nol go in the scarch (o perpetuate ils hegemony or expand s
tlominaiion.

Itz stubborn pursuil of the annexationisi war in bBrilrea is one
example, s aggression and continued occupation of Somali teritory
is another. s ruthless wars (o repress the resistance of the oppressed

nationalities within Ethiopis is a thicd, The terrorist Bguidation of the
urban-based democratic opposition o ils dictatorship is a fouarth. 1is
policy of threats and blackmail against the Sudan and iis barely dis-
guised ambitions over Somalia and Djibowti represent additional
instanees.

The relaied guestions of ils internal resetifement progeam and iks
dealings in Falashas with Israel can be properly ondersiood only
when viewed within this framework of the Dergue’s expansionisi
policy. With the growth and consolidation of the prople’s armed
resistance in Tigray, Wollo and the Oromo areas, the regime has
found the going rowgh, To ease the pressure and win 3 respile, il
embarks on a program of mass relocadion designed (o effecl a change
in the elhnic make-up and demographic balance of the differenl
regions s0 a5 1o bring the situation under conirol, For the Dergoe, the
ccological, social and human cost that (his project mighl eniail does
nol matter, To pacify certain regions, simply depopulate them: o
frusirate the resistance in others, build buffer zones of alien setle-
metils in their midsi

In the meantime, the wars must conlinue and the repression must
go o, Arms and military spare parts must be procured for the task at
hand by any means, including the barter of Falashas in return. The
swdden dislocation or displacement of an indigenous population
from i1z natural habitat and the atendant consequences do nol
malter. Never mind the vights of the Palestinians, Erilreans or cer-
inin Ethiopians, S0 long as any means is conducive (o the policy of
expansion, i is justified irrespective of the consequences,

I is this common policy of expansion at the expense of other
peoples and the common enemity o their Arab neighbours that bind
Ethiopia and lsrael {ogether. This commonaliy of interesi and
orientation in the region explains the constanily close alliance and
collaboration of the two expansionist siales, with or without (he
Fformalities of diplomatic relations.

Published Monthly by the Central Burean of Foreign Relations of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Fromt

Annual subscription rates, all inclusive;
Individuals: § 189 {or equivaleni&

For suggestions or crilicism or Institutions: § 3040 (or eguivalent)
information on Eritrea, wrile (o: Solidarily donation:
Adulis Please enire my subscription to Adulis:
142, rue Lebour
03100 Montreuil, France

v
H "
i 1 1 | 5 L e P

AQATeSS: 5rusnsasssssrasssbanssrssssassssnrassssssssnsnss

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



ETHIOPIA’S RESETTLEMENT

PROGRAMME: A SINISTER

DESIGN OF FORCIBLE
DISPLACEMENT

The Ethiopian military  regime
has begun the implementation of a
plan 1o move, within two years, 2.5
million  people from Wolle and
Tigray as well a5 Eritrea and reseiile
themy i (he remole souih-wesiern
privvinces  of  Ilubabor, Gomu
Goffa, Kaffa and Wollega., The
plan envisages the resetilement of
L5 millon people, mainly from
Tigray, by the end of the year.
According o some reporis, ahoat
250 D00 people have already been
relocated by Januwary.

Since November, a fleet of Soviel
mililary fransporl planes and heli-
coplers as well as an armada of
lorries and buses have, aceording 1o
official  Ethiopian claims,  been
muoving south upto 7 000 people al
a time from Famine reliel camps in

Axum, Adua, Makele, Quiha,
Karem and Bati. In Eritrea, (he
reginic  has  started  selling  up

regroupment cenlres in Massawa,
Gindae and other lowns in prepa-
ration for reseltlement,

The Dergue claims  thai  this
massive reselilement programme iy
designed 1o provide a basic solwtion
to the problem of drought by refo-
caling people in the north, where
soil erosion and scanly rains have
remdered ihe land inferlile, o ihe
moere Fertile regions of the south
amid wesl, The regime also claims
that the relocation is being carried
oul on a voluniary basis and esfi-
mzles ils vost al 5 650 million.

Ethiopia is a backward and des-
titule ¢ouniry whose people are
mengced by recurrent famine and
disease. A 2d-year war of apggres-
sion in Eritrea and various wars of
suppréssion in Eihiogia ilself have
browght the couniry io the verge of
economic main and financial col-
lapse. Thus, even if the regime’s
chaims were (0 be faken al Face
value, il is highly doubiful thal a
poor country like Ethiopia, which
lncks the necessary resources could
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implement the planned programme
effectively and humanely, By the
Dergue’s own admission, a bateh of
18 00 peasants  relocated  From
Wollo (o Bale six vears ago have yel
o be properly reseltled! Worse still,
many of them have perished from
famine and diseases.

Even assuming its practicability,
the wisdom of (he programme is
highly questionable and fis reper-
cassions  polentially  disasirous.
Muny ‘intenational ahservers are
apenly apprehensive that the mass
evacuntion « could produce @
disaster of its own... by blundering
into eeological and social problems
of even greater proporiions ». 1 is
also an open secrel thal the regime
is wsing the programme as @ cover
to disperse people from the norih so
as o deprive the liberation move-
ments there of their source of sup-
port. Towards this end, the plan has
brem, on the agenda of successive
Eihiopian regimes al least since
19710,

Thus, ihe real purpose of (he
reselilemenl programme s nol o
effect @  basic  solufion of the
perennial dronght problem bul o
break ap ihe naipral ethnic con-
centration in the norih where resis-
lance 10 the regime’s Fascistic mili-
lary dictalorship is (he sirongesi. Al
the same fime, the isolated resel-
tlements in the vasi Oromo country
of the south and wesi are designed
lo serve the regime as 2 buffer
ugainsi the Orome’s sieadily sur-
ging struggles. Oiherwise, the pro-
blem of famine could be more
casily, effectively, humanely and
cheaply solved hy providing the

people, right  in  their wafural
habitat, with the knowhow and
meaxns o dap  ihe innomerable

streams, rivers and  underground
waler sources in the region for
irrigation Ffarming as well as iniro-
ducing effective programs of reaf-

forestation, soil preservation and
wiler conservaiion.

Maoreover, despite the regime’s
claims, there 5 nothing voluniary
about. the relocation programme,
Feople in the famine relief centres
are forcibly herded into the wailing
airceall amd vehicles and ferried
souwthward, Witness the lens of
thousands of refugees From Tigray
enfering the Sudan, flecing the
famine and the thregl of Forcibie
relocation. There are also reporis,
confirmed by Sudanese officials, of
thousands of peasants flesing into
the Sudan from their resettlement
camps,

For instance, refugees who have
escaped from the Asosa camp, in
Wollega, conlaining 21 000
resellled Tigravans, lell slories of
brutafity and starvation. Deserbing
how government Iroops started a
Bush fire to block an escape atiemp
in which 30 people were burned
alive, one such refugee xaid (hai
« the Ethiopian governmeni was
trying to kil us », These refugees of
o resetllers » say  fhal o rations
consisled of one cap of grain iwice
a week o and, despite the rampan
sickness from Tamine and ihe long
journey afflicling the inmates, the
camp had no docior,

It is thus apparent that ihe
Ethiopian regime is  wsing the
reselifement project as a cover for
is underlying political and military
aims, secking to kill two birds wiih
the same stone, I is resorling o the
policy of « drying ap the sea in
order (e finish off the fish » in fis
effort 1o crosh the armed opposi-
tion in the north. Al the same lime,
il @ims 10 build buffer zones of alien
northern selilements in the Oromo
hearilands o ohstrocl the resistance
in the south, thereby aggravaling
the contradiclions among  the
various nationalities o the henefil
of ils policy of divide and rule.
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‘Le «retour» en Israel

L'accord
d’'Addis-Abeba

Apris des années dhésita-

tions, Israél a fini
le «retour & la Terre promise =
de la petite communauté de juifs
voie d'extinction dan:

Un sauvetage

FALASHAS FOR ARMS

The Addis Abeba accord, rea-
ched between Ethiopia and lsrael,
allowed, as Le Monde put it, several
thousand Falashas, or Ethiopian
Jews, to arrive in lsrael via «a
direct air bridge » set up beiween
Tel Aviv and Ethiapian airports in
Tigray where they were initially
regrouped for the journey. As the
French daily remarked, this opera-
tion could ot have been carried ot
without the close cooperation bet-
wieen zionist [srael and « socialist »
Ethiopia, which has received subs-
tantial consignments of arms and
miikinary spare parts in return for the
deal. Mearwhile, another batch of
several thousand Falashas were
taken to the Sudan during the
second half of 1984, regrouped at
the Om Rakoba refugee camp near
the Ethiopian frontier from where
they were transferred to Khartoum
and then airlified 1o lsraegl via
several Eurppean capitals.

Mg lavishly reported by the
international media in the afier-
math, « Operation Moses », which
airlifted about 12 500 Falashas 1o
Israel was shrouded in secrecy, as it
was carried out under stricl miligary
censorship, It was planned and
executed by a powerful consoriam
of international conspiracy invel-

4

ving lIsracl, Ethiopia, the USA,
several west Ewropean countrics,
cortain sates in the region and some
international agencies. The zionist
lobby in Washington has played a
prominent role in batching this
conspiracy which has been in the
making for guite a long time now.
It has since been disclosed that the
operation  represents only oneg
aspect of a comprehenaive o plan
of repatriation » that was begun
under the Begin adminisiration in
1977, It was in 1978 that Moshe
Davan first revealed the conclusion
of an agreement with Ethiopia for
the exchange of Falashas for arms,

Throughout  this  period, the
Ethiopian regime has used the
Falashas as a bargaming card with
the zionist state for oblaining arms
and money. The valug of lsrasii
military sales to Ethiopia in 1983
was estimated by diplomatic
sources in Addis Abeba ar & 20 m.
in October alone, [sracl prowided
Ethiopia with a shipment of 3 6 m
worth of arms and spare paris.

It is an established fact that Israel
has, during the past twa years, been
supplying the Ethiopian regime
with Soviet made military eguip-
ment captured from the Palestinian
resistance during its 1982 invasion

des falachas

trés discret
Sthiopiens "™

ETHIOPIA BARTERS

cours, le gowy

of Lehanon. lsrael has, in fact,
never stopped its military assistanoe
program to Ethiopia. Since 1974, it
has been providing vital spare parts
and ammunition for the previously
US supplied equipment and aircrafl
of the Ethiopian army and airforce.

Confronted with questions on ihe
trading of arms for people, an
lsraeli spokesman has  recently
stated: « We cannot comment on
government policy relating to arms
acquigition or sales. We  have
alwavs had a sympathetic attitude
towards Ethiopia ».

Despite the proforma severange
of diplomatic relations betwesn
Addis Abeba and Tel Aviv, the
Ethig-lsraeli agreement  for  the
emigration of Falashas in return for
arms was renewed in 1982 through
the mediation of the Jewish Agency
and the Mossad, the lsraeli secrel
service, Increasingly, lsrael has
used the US and the powerful zio-
nisl lobby there as additional leve-
rage 1o secure the « repatriation »
of the Falashas. Accordingly, the
US and West European countries
have conditioned, by way of gene-
rating additional incentives, their
cubstantial food assistance (o
Ethiopia on the latter's cooperalion
in the airlifiing of the Falashas. 1n
this regard, the Jerusalem Post has
admitted that « this affair  has
involved considérabie financial aid,
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