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                                              1961 – 1981

                               DIARY OF THE REVOLUTION

Every single day of the past 20 years of the protracted armed struggle of the Eritrean people is studded with momentous events which had lasting effects in the Revolution and its motive forces.  One cannot therefore have any pretense to present a complete diary of the Eritrean Revolution.  However, mentioning a few events of every year in the last two decades is quite in order at this anniversary.

As can be seen in the sketch below, military operations were the most important occurrences in the initial period; they were among the means for heightening political agitation and mobilization.  Similarly, diplomatic efforts were practically meaningless in those days when almost all regional and international organisations were not willing to heed to the persistent demands of the Eritrean people to exercise their right to self-determination.  It was the high-pitched shrill of the bullet only that could carry the people's message abroad.  This is why we stress here on the military events in the early years.

Most of the events of the second decade in the relentless national liberation struggle of our people pertained to the accomplishments of the emergent national democratic forces of the ELF which conducted a fierce two-pronged struggle: to deepen the national democratic programme of the Revolution and to defend it against all reactionary forces, both internal and external.  The struggle for the unity of all forces with genuine interest in Eritrea's national independence, social liberation and progress is a central factor in the victory of the Revolution.  Events regarding ELF's tireless struggle for national unity, therefore, constitute among the major developments which deserve a mention in any account given about the Eritrean Revolution.  Some of the barbaric massacres by the Ethiopians are also recounted below.

                                         1961

The most historic event of that year was the one that took place on the 1st of September at Mount Adal in western Eritrea.  There, the first unit of the Eritrean Liberation Army (ELA) shot its first bullets against Ethiopian forces, thus declaring the Eritrean people's anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist armed struggle which has been raging for the last 20 years.  The group of freedom fighters who declared the liberation war were led by a patriot of good renown, Hamid Idris Awate, who in the 1940s led a resistance movement against the British Military Administration.  Former soldiers in the Sudanese Army joined the unit by late 1961.

                                          1962

Military operations of the ELA against police stations in the country spread the message of the Revolution.  The station at Halhal, for instance, was overran on July 18 and occupied by liberation fighters for a day.  The police post at Gognie was set on fire on October l0th.  On November 15, the Ethiopian outposts at Garsat, Galluj and Barentu were heavily attacked.  Another group of the ELA clashed with enemy soldiers at Sala and killed six.

Workers, teachers students and other urban petty bourgeois elements conducted underground agitation against the Ethiopian feudal regime.  Student demonstrations shook the urban centres starting in early 1962.  The ill-equipped, ill-staffed Prince Makonnen Secondary School in Asmara was the centre of the storm for some time.

The exiled old politicians who formed the ELF in July 1960 were joined by other political figures of the banned parties of previous decades; they in mid-1962 created a 12-man committee consisting of workers and former soldiers abroad to assist in the organizational activities.

The armed struggle was carried deep into the occupied towns where traitors were being executed.  Among the significant operations in the towns was the July 7th armed attack in Agordat aiming to liquidate the Emperor's representative, Gen.  Abiy Abebe, the Eritrean Chief Executive, Asfaha Woldemichael, the Eritrean Assembly President, Hamid Ferej, and other dignitaries.  Some of the officials were killed and many wounded.  Ethiopian soldiers then mowed down innocent bystanders who were forcefully gathered to listen to official harangues against the "bandits" in Barka.

The Ethiopian regime saw a popular rebellion engulfing the country. Its immediate reaction was the dissolution of the so-called federal status of Eritrea on November the 14th.  As a British journalist reported on the 18th inst., the people were "dazed by the blow… There were none of the reported jubilations but consternation." He added: "I saw many people weeping in the streets." However, stronger souls expressed their indignation in a different way; they joined 'the People of the Mountains'.

                                              1963

The military operations became more and more victorious in most of the engagements against the enemy.  On March 24, the Ethiopians lost eight policemen at Shalab, and other five were killed near Haicota on the 30th.  At Arota, the ELA captured five guns and a machine-gun from an enemy contingent which was almost wholly liquidated on July 29th.  Two spies were executed at Dabak and one inside Agordat.  On September 15, the Adebera police station was assaulted and finally overran by ELA fighters.  Four policemen were taken captive and arms captured.

The second anniversary of the ELF was crowned with another successful assault into Haicota in a civilian bus.  The town was under the ELA for a night.  On September 29, an enemy force was ambushed near Haggaz in which 12 soldiers were killed.  The ELA became a force to be reckoned with.

Some more policemen deserted the enemy and joined the Revolution during the year.  The number of ELA fighters reached around 250 by end of year.

Underground cells of the Revolution in the towns made fast increase: members of the Eritrean Liberation Movement (ELM) which was being rejected for having opted "non-violent" means in the political struggle also joined the ELF in big numbers, including those who did not yet know the difference between the two.

The Eritrean police commissioner, Tedla Ogbit, a known enemy collaborator, showed his disgruntlement with the Ethiopian regime when asked to receive orders from the Ethiopian ministry of interior and in June attempted to restore the federation by coup d'etat.  He was killed instantly at his headquarters in Asmara.

                1964
The intensification of the armed struggle and ELA's rapid growth, both qualitatively and quantitatively, put the Ethiopians to jitters.  On January 22, over 20 enemy soldiers (police and field-force) were wiped out at Sarawa, Bab-Jengeren.  The historic Battle of Togoruba, in which the Ethiopian regular army entered the war for the first time, was fought on March 15 and Ethiopia for the first time suffered over 100 casualties in a single battle.  Also in mid-March, an ELA unit led by Martyr Ghebrehiwet Himbirti engaged Ethiopian forces in the River Marab basin killing two soldiers and an enemy collaborator.  The Revolution spread to the Eritrean highlands.  On April 12, nine Ethiopian soldiers were killed at the Battle of Dambalas, and on April 20 the Ethiopians were confronted at Bushuqua where they lost 13 soldiers.  Five ELA fighters were martyred at the battle and their bodies hung in a public square in Agordat.  On July 13, the ELA launched surprise attacks on the enemy camps at Barentu, Haicota, Galluj and Tamarat and inflicted heavy losses on the enemy.  During the rest of the year, battles fought at Humbol, Ad Kukui, Dambalas and Haboro-Tsada took a big toll of enemy soldiers.

It was also during 1964 that the ELF pushed out of the field certain armed bands belonging to the ELM which until then opposed armed struggle.

The first batch of foreign-trained Eritrean fighters entered the field carrying 19 Kalashnikovs.  By end of year, the military balance was turning in favour of the Revolution.

                 1965
The self-appointed ELF leaders (Supreme Council) met in Khartoum and created four Zonal commands to be supervised by a Revolutionary Command seated in Kassala, Sudan. (A fifth command was created a year later).

Civil unrest in Asmara and the other towns touched very high levels.  In March and April, the capital and other urban centres witnessed massive student demonstrations demanding the closure of Kagnew Station, the expulsion of Israeli military experts and a UN-supervised referendum in Eritrea.  Exodus of the urban petty bourgeoisie to the battlefield started in earnest.

The Revolution started to receive wide press coverage.  Swedish journalist Lars Braw wrote on October 1 after staying a few weeks with the ELA: "Eritrea today is a bloody reality... The situation there is anything but calm.  I saw 21 men in gallows in the central square of Keren and 17 in Ghinda".  Ethiopia's wholesale massacres of innocent civilians started.  Sixty-seven peasants were murdered in Mirara (Hamasien) and other 46 at Medeka (Keren) in single but separate days during the year.

                                                        1966
The zonal divisioning of the Liberation Army increased the number and effectiveness of the fighting force.  According to the military communiques of the year, the Ethiopians suffered no less than 300 casualties in the regular army.  One of the impressive military operations of the year was the November 7 nocturnal simultaneous attacks on enemy positions inside Tessenei, Gognie, Tokumbia, Barentu, Agordat, Mensura, Keren, Afabet, Nacfa and Karora.  Ethiopian losses were heavy.  The ELA lost 11 fighters that night.

Escalation of the war and the repeated victories of the ELA encouraged many youth from the countryside to join the ranks of the Revolution.  A large number of students, teachers and clerical workers also entered the field.  Seizure of national independence by force seemed in the making.

The ugly regional division of the ELA later began to affect the fighting capacities of the Revolution.  There was less and less coordination among the five ELA zonal commands; every zonal commander became a mini-king unto himself.  The Revolutionary Command in Kassala was over-passed and the zonal leaders conducted their affairs directly with the reactionary Supreme Council, itself divided into tribal wings.  The ELA rank and file stood against the so-called Algerian model of zonal commands introduced without a thorough assessment of the Eritrean situation.

In the meantime, the Ethiopians were driven nervous by the earlier military successes of the Revolution and prepared projects, mainly military.  Some agents were recruited and sent to the field with the instruction of coming back to Ethiopia carrying arms and information from the "bandits".  A number of "strategic hamlets" were established to fulfil Ethiopia's aim of drying the sea in order to kill the fish.  It was this situation that a correspondent of the Washington Post in April 30 described as follows: "The Ethiopian airforce assault planes indiscriminately bomb civilian settlements in Eritrea.  The Second Division [of the Ethiopian Army] also carries its pacification campaigns in the territory.  The local population has been herded into fortified villages to facilitate military control. The scorched-earth campaign has terrorized the entire population..."

                                                       1967

It was, a crucial year to the Eritrean Revolution both internally and externally.  The very continuation of the Revolution was in danger.  Ethiopia's "pacification campaigns" were intensified.  Hundreds of villages in the country were set on fire; massacres were reported from every comer and livestock killed in hundreds of thousands.  The first group of over 15,000 refugees crossed the Sudanese-Eritrean border in March that year.  The scene was better described by Italian journalist Franco Prattico in the Sierra Paese of August: "In Eritrea fires continue to rage here and there.  I have seen entire villages levelled to the ground by Ethiopia's vindictive reprisal raids.  Thousands of these people have become fugitives in their own land.  In the village of Ad Sharbot, I saw Ethiopian soldiers setting fire to the homes and opening fire on men and cattle alike.  It is first rate barbarism.  How I wish the world could be aware of this unknown tragedy in the Horn of Africa..."

The Arab-Israeli war of that year further encouraged the Ethiopians to escalate their genocidal campaigns to "liquidate" the Revolution.  Similarly, foreign support was dwindling because of the June War and its after-effects.

The Supreme Council (ELF's leadership abroad) met in June and renamed Idris Mohamed Adum (Eritrean Assembly president until 1958) as president; Tedla Bairu (Eritrean Government Chief Executive in 1952-55) as vice-president; Osman Saleh Sabbe secretary general and Idris Osman Ghelaidos responsible for the affairs of the Revolution in the field (while residing abroad).  These same people, who were (except Tedla) in the leadership of the ELF almost from the start, could not bring about any changes.  Fighters in the field, who had little food and arms supplies, were being overwhelmed by desperation.  The agents sent to the field by Ethiopia started going back to Asmara.  Some innocent fighters followed them because of the bad situation in the field.  Many were killed on their way by ELA units striving to save arms from deserters.

The acute problems of 1967 initiated new moves to radically change the organisation.  The Reform Movement was clandestinely formed late that year.

                                                          1968

Fighters trained in Cuba, China and other friendly countries entered the field and more others were sent abroad.  The fighting arm of the ELF was regaining strength with relatively improved foreign support.  Crop production in the country was in its best for years and Ethiopia's wanton killings and destruction of property were in a lull.

The Reform Movement was growing steadily.  Its programme of 1) solving the crises of the Revolution at a national congress; 2) unification of the Liberation Army; 3) elected leadership headquartered in the liberated areas, and 4) sound foreign relations under a responsible department, were receiving massive acceptance by the fighters and people.  The Fighters Committees and the Central Committee formed in Gedaref, Sudan, joined in the struggle against the bankrupt Supreme Council and its agents in the zonal commands of the ELA.  In June, representatives of the five zonal commands met at Aredaib and evaluated the crises facing the Revolution and problems of fighters in some of the zonal commands.  Three of the zonal commands in September formed a tripartite union which was only a partial success towards the unification of the army.  The democratic movement believed it was a manouvre by certain elements of the Supreme Council to abort complete unification of the zonal commands and gave it only guarded support.

The Battle of Halhal was fought in September that year in which the ELA unit lost no less than 65 fighters.

By late 1968, the democratic force of the ELF was in the process of consolidation.

                     1969
More favourable milieu was created in the political and diplomatic field.  New regimes in the region declared their support to the cause of the Eritrean people.  The democratic movement within the ELF was also able to push on with its rectification tasks.  Five contact committees were formed within the zonal commands in preparation for a conference.  The outcome was the convening of the Adobha Military Conference (August 10 to 25) in which 162 delegates participated.  The conference elected a 38-man General Command as field leadership, formed an 18-man inquiry commission to investigate the alleged crimes and malpractices of the former leadership of the ELA and the front, and decided to prepare a general national congress within a year.  At Adobha, all zonal commanders, their deputies as well as members of the Kassala-based Revolutionary Command were dropped from their posts in the Revolution.  The Supreme Council which was not consulted for the holding of the conference, called it "illegal".  It therefore refused to cooperate with the new field leadership of the ELA.  A wing of the Supreme Council in November held a meeting in Amman, Jordan, and vowed to nip the "deviationist General Command" in the bud.  The field leadership in December suspended the self-appointed Supreme Council.  This act, an outcome of the historic Adobha conference, triggered the struggle between the reactionary divisive line of the Supreme Council and the democratic force of the Eritrean Revolution.

                                            1970

The reorganisation of the Eritrean Liberation Army frightened the discredited elements of the Supreme Council who stood opposed to the decisions of the historic Adobha conference.  The notorious arch-reactionary high priests of division and their henchmen called themselves the "General Secretariat".  In February and March 1970, they recruited "fighters" from the refugee camps in the Sudan and sent them to the southern tip of Eritrea (Dankalia) via the Arabian Peninsula.  In May, some 200 cadres of the ELF met under the field leadership in northern Eritrea and resolved that the democratic trend that scored its initial victory at Adobha must be carried on to the end and dedicated themselves to defend the revolution against the divisive forces.  In June, the dissidents met at Sudoha-Ela in Dankalia and declared the formation of a new front, "the Popular Liberation Forces", and decided to liquidate the mainstream of the Revolution.  In Barka, a movement akin to the Moslem Brotherhood was breeding underground aided and abetted by the Supreme Council. Another young disciple started to rally fellow regionalists.  Although the popular clamour against the fear of the creation of another Vietnam in Africa was heating up in the US, the government was increasing its assistance to Ethiopia, channeling two-thirds of all US assistance to Africa to Haile Selassie.  Israel was given tracking stations in the Eritrean islands of Haleb and Fatma.

Ethiopia re-launched its scorched-earth policy during the year and also intensified its' diplomatic moves abroad.  In the spring of 1970, Haile Selassie visited Moscow to reach an understanding on Eritrea.  In December, Ethiopia recognized People's China.

Escalation of its genocidal campaigns was triggered by the execution of the commander of the Ethiopian occupation army in Eritrea, General Teshome Ergetu, in mid-November.  Within a week, the barbaric Ethiopian forces killed over "1,200 civilians in the villages of Ona, Basik-Dira and Wara.  A state of emergency, which has not been lifted ever since, was declared in December.

1971
The year opened with the execution of an American agent in the Asmara-Massawa road.  The US Army chief of Staff, General Westmoreland, visited Asmara in February.  More American troops were reportedly moved into Kagnew Station.  Ethiopian army was reinforced and reequipped.  Israeli military experts came in large numbers; the Israeli Chief of Staff visited many parts of Eritrea in September.

The extermination campaigns started the previous year claimed the lives of thousands of civilians in the country.  Some 520 villages were burned to ashes.  In April, the distinguished Le Monde correspondent Andre Fontaine visited Eritrea and reported that Ethiopia depopulated all villages in the western and northern parts of the country.

Ethiopia's diplomatic moves made partial successes.  The Ethiopian foreign minister, Ketema Yifru, threatened Aden with the expulsion of all Yemenis in Ethiopia unless PDRY stops supporting the "secessionists".  Forced demonstrations in Asmara and Addis Ababa were made to echo the government policy.  Ketema Yifru visited the Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and other countries between March to June.  After the attempted leftist coup in Khartoum in July 1971, the Sudan closed ELF offices in the country.  Movement of the ELF was severely restricted.  Late in the year, the Ethiopian and Sudanese leaders exchanged visits.

The Awate Camp Military Conference, one of the landmarks of the Eritrean Revolution, was convened in February-March that year with 300 leading cadres attending.  Among other things, the conference re-established the preparatory committee for the general congress and invited all dissidents to dialogue for solving the secondary contradictions democratically.

The First National Congress was convened between October to November 1971 at Arr in northern Eritrea and adopted the national democratic programme.  The divisive elements absented themselves from the Congress and soon started executing their liquidationist project.  Some Barka Moslem fanatics met in December and declared to oppose the "anti-Arabic, anti-Islamic" congress of the "murderous General Command".  The "PLF" swore to liquidate the "communist clique in control of the ELF".  A third group of Christian crusaders exposed its reactionary motives and asked "separate guarantees for the oppressed highlanders".

1972

The destructive provocations of the factions were intensified and the ELF had to respond to their liquidationist attempts.

Osman Sabbe's PLF and two other factions which grew under his care in Barka and the plateau region (the Obelites and "Essayas and Colleague's" respectively) started to come closer.  In January 1972, Sabbe, Essayas and representatives of the Obel group met in Beirut, Lebanon, and agreed to form a "united front" of kinds.  In February, Sabbe sent armed men to assist the Obelites in their fight to liquidate the ELF bases in the Gash and Barka areas.  ELF stores were invaded in northern Eritrea.  Small groups of ELF fighters in the Red Sea coast were ambushed by the PLF and some cadres killed.  In late February 1972, the ELF leadership permitted the ELA to respond to the provocations.

One of the interesting episodes of the year took place inside the American base of Kagnew Station in Asmara, the capital.  The Ethiopian governor of Eritrea, Asrate Kasa, and his Eritrean deputy, Tesfayohannes Berhe, agreed to an American project of annihilating the Eritrean Revolution (i.e. the ELF) through a sectarian faction in the field.  The Americans wanted to end the war on time by first liquidating the ELF and then arranging their own "political solution" (sort of reinstituting of the defunct "federation").  They believed that the Christian dissidents grouped around Essayas were the best instruments in realizing such a "solution".  The Americans were thus willing to provide all necessary arms and other facilities and the other collaborators were to organize the fighters.  Essayas Afewerki entered Asmara in 1972 and met with the Americans and Ethiopians.  However, the Ethiopian governor, who had high ambitions for the Ethiopian crown itself, was transferred from Eritrea and the project could not materialize.

1973

The Eritrean countryside was suffering of famine and the victims could get no relief from any side except the belated assistance to a few people by the YWCA in Asmara.

During 1973, the ELA was more concerned with destroying as many Ethiopian army posts as possible in the Eritrean countryside.  The morale of the Ethiopian troops was worsening and the army started demanding a solution to the fighting in Eritrea.  The waves of the coming storm within the Ethiopian army were gradually building up.

1974

1974 was eventful both in Eritrea and Ethiopia.  It opened with reports of mutinies among the Ethiopian garrisons in Eritrea.  The army mutinies spread and popular demonstrations inside Ethiopia gathered the necessary force to shake the government.  The dramatic events of February-March 1974 ushered in a new era in the region.

The Eritrean Revolution welcomed the changes in Ethiopia and called the leaders of the uprising to start giving priority to the Eritrean question.

In the meantime, the anarchic situation helped the Eritrean Revolution to openly work inside the masses.  The Revolution thus could recruit large numbers in the urban centres; many people joined the Liberation Army.

 The popular uprising in Ethiopia had its direct bearing on the question of national unity in Eritrea.  The divisive faction which hibernated for a long time in the north-western border with the Sudan, also started to receive new recruits from the urban influx.  By late 1974, its units appeared in the northern slopes of highland Eritrea where they started to clash with ELF units.  The Eritrean people stood against the provocative measures of the dissident and called for the unity of the Revolution.

                                                                  1975

The occupation authorities' military concentration which was going on by the end of the previous year reached its peak at the beginning of 1975.  The enemy forces started to attack the ELF strongholds in the countryside but were forced to retreat to their barracks inside Asmara.  The battles continued inside their camps for several days.  Frustrated by their utter defeat, the occupation troops resorted to mass killing of the civilian population in Asmara and the other major cities.  This situation forced thousands of the young city dwellers to join the Revolution.

On February 12, the ELF liberated more than 1,000 prisoners from Asmara and Adi Qualla prisons, hence further demoralizing the enemy troops.  On March 9, the Ethiopian army killed over 200 civilians inside Agordat.

The long awaited Second National Congress of the ELF was held in May further consolidating the national democratic programme adopted in the First National Congress of 1971.

As a result of the contacts the ELF dialogue committee made with members of the other faction, an agreement which could lead to unity was reached in September in Khartoum.  This accord, however, ignited the simmering friction which long existed within the PLF leadership, becoming a stumbling block to the realization of unity.

Meanwhile, the military regime in Addis Ababa, failing to confront the Revolution's forces, was haphazardly conscripting innocent civilians in preparation of its ill-fated peasant militia marches into Eritrea.

The political and military situation in Ethiopia itself was far from settled.  The famine which started to ravage a large section of the Ethiopian population since 1973 was still menacing millions.  The unstable military junta, which was waging a costly colonial war in Eritrea, could neither improve the economic crisis nor try to resolve the political volcano in the country.
1976

The Khartoum unity agreement which was reached in September the previous year was paralyzed by the internal squabbles within the PLF.  On the third week of March, however, the internal and external leadership of the PLF met in Khartoum to iron-out their differences but instead drifted further apart resulting in the break-down of their organisation into factions.

While the national unity talks were at their lowest ebb and the factional plurality increased in the arena, the military regime in Addis Ababa was preparing a peasant militia march which it secretly planned the previous year.  The peasant marchers were totally routed: more than 800 were taken prisoner; about 300 of the enemy regular troops and 60 airborne troops deserted and took refuge with the ELA.  To cover up its military designs, the regime in May issued its "nine point peace plan for Eritrea" and this failed together with its "military solution". ,

Meanwhile, the revolutionary activities of the ELF were going on unabated in the liberated areas and the ELA was liberating the country inch by inch.  Mass mobilization was being undertaken systematically in a larger scale covering the whole population.  Democratic mass organisations were flourishing further enriching the revolutionary experiences of the Eritrean people.  In December 1976, the General Union of Eritrean Workers (GUEW), which was founded after the First National Congress, held its first organizational congress further consolidating the Eritrean workers' role in the Revolution.

1977

The liberation of the country from the occupation forces which started to pick momentum the previous year, with the total routing out of the peasant militia march and the storming of enemy outposts throughout the country, continued unabated.  The ELA took the task of liberating the towns and townships.

In the meantime the unity talks, which floundered in 1976 when the PLF broke into two factions, were again revived on April 4 in Damascus when representatives of the ELF and EPLF, the second PLF splinter group which took this name in January 1977, and agreed to hold further meetings in the field; leaderships of the ELF and EPLF met at Zager and discussed the question of national unity.

The Zager meeting of April between the ELF and EPLF leaderships to discuss the unity issue was again reinforced by a second meeting of the two leaderships on May30.  In October 20 an agreement was signed between the two fronts which opened a new phase in the Eritrean people's struggle for national unity.  In this meeting the two fronts agreed on all the basic issues which could lead towards the realisation of one national democratic front in the Eritrean arena.

In April the Derg announced the "closure" of the American communications base in Asmara which in reality had already become obsolete in 1973 when the US decided to phase it out.  The announcement however was only meant to give a "progressive image" to the military regime abroad so that it can win friends by default.

By the end of the year, the ELA has practically liberated all the Eritrean towns with the exception of a few enemy garrisons.

1978

Massive air bombardments continued throughout the liberated towns and villages dropping napalm and cluster bombs which inflicted heavy losses on the civilian population.  Between 13 to 16 March, the enemy started to break the siege around Asmara by deploying about 10,000 of its troops but this offensive was frustrated by the ELA.

On May 15, Ethiopia's aggressive campaign comprising over 130,000 troops with sophisticated weapons

was unvailed by Mengistu, The troops were concentrated on three positions along the Ethio-Eritrean border and some 15,000 of them air-lifted to Asmara increasing the number of enemy troops there to 40,000.  This campaign was designed according to Mengistu, to annihilate the Eritrean Revolution once and for all.  Thus for the next six months the Derg tried its best to crush the Revolution by deploying all manpower and munitions at its disposal.  But the ELA, inspite of the shortage of arms and the over-stretched confrontation lines, effectively confronted the enemy.

Amidst all this, the revolutionary reconstruction works and the activities of the mass organisations continued uninterrupted.  The General Union of Eritrean Peasants (GUEP) held its first constituent congress in the liberated town of Mendefera.  Consumer and producer cooperatives were started in several parts of the liberated areas ushering in a new life to the peasantry.

The war continued to rage with the ELA dealing heavy blows on the enemy and in the mean time changed its battle tactics by withdrawing from some of the liberated towns.

1979

During 1979, the Eritrean Revolution led by the Eritrean Liberation Front registered very significant victories inside Eritrea and in the international arena.  It has shown to both friends and foes alike that it can, as it always did, weather all trials and tribulations and still surge forward to fully realize the cherished objectives of the broad masses for national independence, social liberation, peace and democracy.

The year witnessed massive political undertakings and successes both in Eritrea and abroad.  The democratic mass organisations further intensified their mobilization, organisation and politicization activities.

   At the international level, the vanguard organisation exerted great efforts and succeeded in gaining many more friends to the Eritrean Revolution, undaunted by all baseless assumptions and allegations, the ELF went on stressing its call for a peaceful and democratic solution to the Ethio-Eritrean conflict in a way that fully satisfies the wishes and aspirations of the Eritrean people and show them contribute in the struggle for peace and progress in the whole region.

Despite the concerted propaganda of its reactionary enemies in the region and the imperialist press, the ELF succeeded in explaining the real nature and content of the Eritrean people's revolution.  The legal and historical aspects of our just struggle were also given additional concern among world jurists and political scientists.  As in the past, ELF delegations attended practically all important conferences of the year concerned with national liberation movement and the fate of all struggling peoples for self-determination and national independence.  Hitherto unexplored quarters in several parts of Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe and other parts of the world were reached.

During the first quarter of the year, the ELA tightened the encirclement of the enemy garrisons.  It completely wiped out a full enemy brigade in Administrative Unit 6. The towns of Hazega and Tokumbia were liberated.  The frustrated enemy troops resorted to indiscriminate massacres of innocent civilians and summarily executed political prisoners.  More than 330 civilians were killed during this period.

Between April and August, the confrontations continued with greater' intensity.  The towns of Galuj, Tamarat and Adebara were liberated and enemy garrisons at Himbirti and Bihta almost destroyed.  The ELA urban guerrillas increased their assaults on enemy installations creating havoc and terror within the occupation forces.  The human and material losses of the enemy troops throughout this period was very high with more than 2,100 killed, over 3,000 wounded and 280 taken prisoner.  The ELA has also destroyed three enemy ships after safely unloading their cargo.  Seventeen armoured trucks and personnel carriers were destroyed.  More than 500 Kalashnikovs, five 85 mm field guns, several Bren guns, Koronovs Gm-3s, millions of ammunition as well as some wireless radios and thousands of Ethiopian dollars were captured.

During the rest of the year, confrontations against the enemy continued around the besieged towns.  Several townships were also liberated during this period.  Alieto, Dega and Adi Ayalo were overran by the heroic ELA fighters in the first week of August.  Throughout the third quarter of the year the ELA made daring attacks against the enemy strongholds inflicting heavy human and material losses on them.

Radical growth was also witnessed within the ELA and the People's Militias.  The Vanguard Forces were created in 1979.

The socio-economic tasks in the liberated areas were in full swing throughout the year land programme was declared.  The establishment of more self-reliance works by the masses, extensive health care programmes to serve the masses and the ELA, the construction of roads, dams and wells and the democratic land reallocation measures were among the major highlights of the year.  The cooperative works movement which started earlier was being continued with added vigour.  The educational programme of the ELF's Social Affairs Bureau, which was obstructed for some time during the enemy's massive extermination campaign, also regained momentum and started enrolling thousands of the school-age children in the liberated areas.

1980

By the beginning of the year, the Ethiopian occupation army found itself again tightly encircled in the towns reoccupied during the mid-1978 aggressive military campaigns.  The political, economic and social activities of the ELF among the masses were being conducted successfully.  Enrolment in the schools of the ELF was increasing very fast; medical facilities were reaching every part of the country (save the occupied towns and the northern Sahel enclave under the EPLF) and multipurpose cooperatives cropping up in every comer.  The second phase of the ELF Land Democratization Programme was declared and most of the landless and poor peasants were given farmlands.  The ELF could thus rally the entire population under its national democratic programme.  In the international arena, the independent and sound political and diplomatic policies of the ELF gained more and more friends to the Revolution.  Political parties and organisations discussed the Eritrean question at all levels and supported the ELF's position of unconditional dialogue with the Ethiopians for a peaceful and democratic solution to the Ethio-Eritrean conflict.  The Permanent Peoples' Tribunal (formerly, the Bertrund Russel Tribunal) declared Eritrea as an Ethiopian colony and called on the world community of nations to shoulder its responsibility towards the Eritrean people and help them attain national independence.

The ELF was, meanwhile, contacted by several political parties and states to explain the position of the Eritrean Revolution.  An ELF delegation was invited to Moscow by the Central Committee of the CPSU (Communist Party of the Soviet Union).  The leadership of the EPLF found itself isolated both from the Eritrean masses and the international arena.  Progressive forces cast doubts on EPLF's irresponsible and infantile-revolutionist polities and behaviour.  The same divisive front therefore found no alternative but plant pretexts and stop the ELF from winning the political struggle in a democratic way.  The EPLF adventurers then started to fabricate various lies connecting them with the visit of the ELF delegation to Moscow and accusing the vanguard organisation of "betrayal".  Co-adventurers from northern Ethiopia (the Tigrai People's Liberation Front) were made to forge an alliance with the EPLF in an internationally coordinated imperialist project of "liquidating" the ELF.  After an intensive Western-orchestrated anti-ELF propaganda, the EPLF-TPLF alliance declared war against the ELF on August 28.  Events of late 1980 were therefore dominated by the internal conflict between the ELF and the EPLF-TPLF alliance.

1981

The destructive military adventures pursued by the EPLF-TPLF alliance against the ELF are still continuing. The armed conflict started by the irresponsible EPFL leadership affected the morale of the struggling people but at the same time roused the nationalist wrath of the masses who in their entirely rallied behind the ELF condemning the traitorous Eritrean group and its non-Eritrean allies from northern Ethiopia.

Internationally, the EPLF put itself in complete isolation from the supporters of the Eritrean people's just cause.  Its destructive military adventures against other Eritrean force were condemned by friendly states, parties, workers organisations and other mass movements.

In the meantime, the ELF continued to win political and diplomatic victories in the international arena.  The Islamic summit conference in Taif declared an unprecedented position on the Eritrean people's right to self-determination and formed a Follow-Up Committee on Eritrea.  The Arab League, which in 1980 recognized the Eritrean Revolution as part and parcel of the world liberation movement, in March organized a meeting of Eritrean factions on the questions of national unity.  The new government of the Socialist Party in France, which endorsed the supportive stance of the Madrid Conference of the Socialist International in November 1980, declared its principled support to the right of the Eritrean people to self-determination.

As we go to press, the ELF and the struggling Eritrean people are preparing to observe the 20th anniversary of the armed struggle declared as a final resort to gain their national independence.  The victories registered by the Revolution during the past two decades are many and irreversible.  And it is not a mere anniversary that we mark this month but we proudly celebrate our victories in the political, social and economic fields accumulated during the past several years.

                                          - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

