EPLF PROPOSAL

FOR A REFERENDUM

Although the Eritrean revolution bas repeatedly re-affirmed its genuine readiness to find a peaceful solution for the Eritrean question, the Ethiopian regime's unwillingness to seek a peaceful solution and its strivings to crush the Eritrean revolution through active military force and diplomatic conspiracy have brought these endeavors to failure.  Besides, at times when several governments, supporting the correct democratic and just principle of the right to self-determination, attempted to bring about a genuine peaceful solution, others have created obstacles by trying to impose incorrect and unjust solutions.  Thus, there has been no successful or fruitful initiative as yet.  For this reason, the killing and suffering of the Eritrean people have not ceased nor have peace and stability been secured. Having recognized and asserted these facts, the EPLF would like to present the following important proposal: 

First: to bring about a peaceful political solution for the Eritrean question, hold a referendum in Eritrea in accordance with the just, democratic and correct principle of the right of peoples to self-determination: 

Second: to implement the first point, set up an international commission acceptable to the Ethiopian government and the Eritrean revolution. Its composition would be subject to discussion and could be formed from the U.N., the O.A.U., the Arab League or the Non-Aligned Movement;

Third: reach agreement on a cease-fire and declare it before holding the referendum and the commission to be set up in accordance with the second point shall monitor and oversee the cease-fare;

Fourth: from the moment the cease-fire is declared up to the time the referendum is completed, both the Ethiopian regime and the Eritrean revolution should have the freedom to carry out political agitation in all zones where there are Eritreans, with all acts of forcible imposition of views prohibited for both sides so the people may express their views with complete freedom;

Fifth: the time, places, procedure of registration and method of voting, to be determined and formulated by the commission, are to be announced;

Sixth: voting should be based on the following three points

1. Full independence,


2. Federal association
with Ethiopia,

3. Regional autonomy;

Seventh: for any outcome, the Eritrean people should freely elect their representatives and establish an independent state or administration through a constituent assembly.

That this proposal embodies the shortest, fastest and most reliable road to the peaceful political resolution of the Eritrean question is beyond doubt.  Through this declaration, the EPLF calls upon all forces who wish to achieve a peaceful solution for the Eritrean question, support the right to self-determination and right for democracy and justice to contribute their unswerving effort to translate this proposal into action.

Victory to the Masses!
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