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Ethiopia's sixth offensive and developments in the Eritrean struggle
     The first half of 1982 has seen ferocious confrontations in Eritrea and complex developments - that are still unfolding - in the Horn of Africa and Middle East region as a whole.  The following exposition deals with these events and in particular with the outcome and conditions under which Ethiopia's sixth and largest offensive was launched, the interplay of regional and international forces and the prospects and future course of the war.
Dergue's preparations for the sixth offensive
     The developments in the first half of this year were very crucial for the Eritrean struggle.
Ethiopia's sixth and to-date largest offensive was launched on February 15, 1982 after two 
years of intensive preparations.
     The sixth offensive is a very important episode with paramount significance not only for 

The developments of our revolution in the past year but also in the history of our struggle as 
whole. Consequently the present situation must be assessed within this framework. 
     Although the Ethiopian regime never wavered in its intention to launch this last 

offensive, the political problems, economic crisis and the chronic instability in its army 

delayed it for two years.  I t must be underlined, however, that the offensive was ultimately

launched not because the Dergue managed to resolve its political and economic problems or 

the dissension existing in its army, but because aggravation of these crises coupled with the 

persistent pressures of external forces denied it any other alternative. 
     For a long time one of the dreams of the Dergue has been to raise a huge army, capable

Of ensuring its short and long-term expansionist designs: specifically, to preserve its

Colonial presence in Eritrea and to change the balance of forces and the political map of the

region to suit its interests.  To impliment these ambitions, it sees its main task as being to

liquidate the military presence of the EPLF in Eritrea, thereby crushing the Eritrean struggle. 

The failure of its numerous military adventures and five large-scale offensives did in fact

drive the regime into taking desperate military measures bordering on real lunacy. 
     The first efforts to establish this huge army were by compulsory conscription - both by coercion and misinformation - of thousands of Ethiopian peasants.  This was the period of large-scale offensives, of the "human-waves".  But the enormous bloodshed that ensued has drained this army of its manpower.  Moreover, mounting opposition to the forced drafting has seriously eroded its ability to recruit extensively.  Indeed, the Addis Ababa regime has had to make enormous efforts in the last two years to conscript recruits for the biggest offensive that they were calling "final".  When the regime failed to attain its target by this means, it took peasants out of institutions, terror squads employed in its coercive apparatus, lumpen and unemployed youth roaming the cities, and even kidnapped teen-age school children on their way to school and dispatched them to training camps.
     Thus it raised four new divisions and fielded over 90,000 troops - i.e. over 2/3 of the entire army - for the new offensive.  Although the aggression army was impressive in numerical terms - composed of over 90,000 troops or 15 divisions out of a total of 22 in the country as a whole - the occupying divisions in Eritrea which were well aware of the Dergue’s intentions, were demoralized.  Their will to fight diminished daily.  Complaints were many and there were also mutinies.  This demoralized army, in spite of the substantial - though inexperienced - reinforcements was to prove no match for the highly motivated and determined EPLA and long battle experience.
     As for sophisticated weapons, the Ethiopian occupying army have no hesitation: Moscow’s huge arsenal was, as usual, wide open for them.  In addition to the increased number of Soviet Generals, military experts and advisors to direct the war, new weapons and methods not used in the previous offensives including chemical warfare gases, MI helicopters, aerial night-time bombardments were introduced.  In this way the regime pinned its hopes on new weaponry, more than its huge army.  The naval and aircraft complements provided by Aden and Libya helped to compound the Dergue's intransigence. However, the fact is that sheer weaponry in the hands of an army with little will to fight is like straw in strong wind. Inevitably the sophisticated arsenal amassed for the sixth offensive met with the same fate.
War naturally demands other material preparations besides weaponry and the Dergue had to secure the huge material resources necessary for this great offensive.  And, although the assistance provided by the Soviet Union, Libya and Aden was not negligible, the Dergue had to take the largest chunk from the impoverished Ethiopian people.  Even donations received for humanitarian purposes were channelled to the war effort.  In short, at a time when prices had spiralled and the standard of living of the Ethiopian peoples has plummeted to an all-time low, the Dergue's food and fuel needs for the offensive were met through a merciless extortion of the Ethiopian masses, inculcating untold suffering and misery.
The Ethiopian junta was not content with these tremendous preparations in weaponry, human and material resources for the sixth offensive termed as "decisive and final".  No stone was to be left unturned to defeat the EPLA.  Accordingly, the Sudan had to be cajoled into taking a hostile position against the EPLF.  The Dergue had a two-pronged policy of holding out the carrot to the Sudan to win it on its side, while simultaneously brandishing the stick, i.e. the military pact it has signed with Libya and Aden.  The aim was to get the Sudan to close our offices, bar our access to purchase essential commodities in its markets and thus impose acute food shortages on the EPLA.
As will be described later, the pact the Dergue has signed with Libya and Aden, under the co-ordination of the Soviet Union, was made primarily to meet its military and economic requirements.  But at the same time it was a political measure especially undertaken to contribute to the victory of the sixth offensive.
After all these preparations, seeing that its manpower was many times greater, its sophisticated arms far superior and believing that the EPLF was externally isolated (with its offices in the Sudan closed stopped from purchasing and transporting its food requirements, and weakened by the conflict with the ELF in 1981), the Dergue launched a propaganda campaign before the start of the offensive.  The objective was to terrorize the EPLA and the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples.  It was hoped; this would boost the morale of its own troops, discourage the supporters of our revolution and hoodwink world public opinion.  Thus, with unusual candor and unparalleled fanfare, the Dergue announced its military preparations to launch the biggest offensive in Eritrea to crush the Eritrean revolution "once and for all".  To lend credibility to its venture and to give the impression that its military campaign had other objectives, the Dergue labelled the offensive the Red-Star campaign, which included economic, social and cultural implications.  This gimmick was given extensive publicity.
The preparations of our revolution
We have briefly described the dramatic preparations undertaken by the Dergue and its collaborators.  Before analysing the actual offensive, we will summarize our own preparations as well as the attitudes and insinuations of others.
We did not underestimate or take lightly the extent of the preparations being made by the Dergue.  The EPLF had no illusions about the seriousness of its tasks behind the EPLF's determination and triumphant victories over the Dergue's previous campaigns and offensives, as well as dealing with the hostilities of internal and external forces has always been the unwavering support of the Eritrean masses, and their resolute, conscious conviction in their struggle.  This was also to prove the key to our victory in the sixth offensive.
The EPLA prepared itself meticulously to thwart the enemy offensive, undaunted by the vociferous noises being made by the Dergue.  The military capacity of the EPLF was indeed the primary factor accounting for the victory. As far as weaponry and other military materiel was concerned, although some support from friends was forthcoming, the EPLA concentrated on making the best use of the weapons at its disposal.  It also knew, from experience, that all the weapons being amassed by the enemy would ultimately fall into its hands, as the main source of its arms has always been the arsenals of the Dergue and the Soviet Union, and in the battlefield.  There was no other significant arms supply or procurement from abroad.  Another military preparation which should be emphasized were the tireless efforts of the EPLA to dig impregnable trenches in the ravines and mountains of its beloved country.

The obstacles created by various internal and external forces, particularly before the offensive started but also later, considerably curtailed the support expected externally.  The fighting was thus carried out under stringent material conditions.  Recognizing thus, the efforts made to raise the necessary funds by the Eritrean masses and the EPLF mass organisations in Eritrea and abroad, under the slogan "all our resources now against the sixth offensive of the Dergue and its collaborators" constituted the main material preparations.  Great as this contribution was, though, the material demands of the war were tremendous and the heroic EPLA held out with great sacrifice, going barefoot and with half-empty stomachs.
The EPLF saw that it had not only to inform the Eritrean masses and its members, but also the Ethiopian people and world public opinion.  It conducted a political campaign stressing what the essential issues were and exposing the Dergue's lies.  In fact, the Dergue's psychological campaigns to instil fear and intimidate the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples were daily exposed and rendered ridiculous by the EPLF radio broadcasting service, "Dimtsi Hafash".  Thus the jamming of our radio service, with the expertise of the Soviet Union became an important part of the Dergue's preparations for the sixth offensive.
Collaboration of regional and internal forces
It is important to analyse the evaluations, predictions and hopes regarding the outcome of the sixth offensive of the various forces with a stake in the developments of the Eritrean struggle.  This is crucial for identifying the real enemies and friends of our revolution as well as for elaborating our strategies of struggle.
The vain ambitions of the military junta, as it was arrogantly declared, was to crush the Eritrean revolution once and for all by encircling and "tightening the noose" on the EPLF even going to the extent of crossing the frontiers into the Sudan.  The aim was to liquidate our organisation in "two to three weeks" time. The national armed movements in Ethiopia and other democratic struggles of the Ethiopian peoples were to be the next target of the regime whose unbridled ambitions and war-mongering were expressed by its intentions to pursue its expansion in other parts of the region.
The Soviet Union, on its part, in its attempts to recuperate the ground it is loosing in the world in general and in our region in particular, and wishing to establish and consolidate a springboard in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East for its overall hegemonistic designs, has sought the liquidation of the EPLF, which is seen as the primary obstacle in its strategy of forging alliances with anti-liberation and dictatorial regimes.  The Soviet Union was indeed more anxious than the Dergue to achieve the aim of crushing the EPLF "once and for all".
Kaddafi, in his own right, frustrated by his unrealistic dreams of becoming the new "Ceasar", reigning over an extensive empire, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian Gulf, was taken in by the Soviets and forged an alliance with the Dergue.  The scheme was meant to combine Kaddafi's financial clout with the Dergue's human resources and territory - i.e. mortgaging the people and land of Ethiopia.  After the rapid conclusion of the lavishly financed sixth offensive (Kaddafi poured hundreds of millions into the Dergue’s war-effort) Ethiopian divisions were to be dispatched to Libya to be employed wherever the unpredictable adventurer saw fit.
Such were the vain dreams and hopes of the Dergue and its allies: the crushing of the just struggle and legitimate rights of the Eritrean people.  These sinister designs were not, however, confined to these forces only.  There were not a few who feigned to be friends and well-wishers of Eritrea, while looking forward to the defeat of the EPLA.
     There are regimes in our region which do not genuinely support the Eritrean people’s just right to self-determination, but seek to exploit our revolution to maintain a certain political balance.  They consider the victory of the Eritrean revolution a threat to their own stability while at the same time seeing that its defeat would be a setback, denying them some playing cards.  They wish to see the Eritrean revolution in constant difficulty, not strong enough to win, yet not weak enough to be wiped out.  Thus they instigate internal strife and conflict, magnifying contradictions and creating groups under their control which hinder the consolidation of one independent organization. All these forces were particularly upset in 1981 when the ELF was dispersed and driven from Eritrea after the confrontations that it had incited in the first place.  
      Openly confessing that "the EPLF has monopolized the Eritrean field" and that "the EPLF has to be weakened as we cannot dictate and have no leverage on it and taking into account the long-term threat it poses to our interests and strategies", they pinned their hopes on the sixth offensive, believing that it would greatly weaken the EPLF, in addition to the obstacles created by their internal lackeys.
The Eritrean masses inside and abroad
What was the level of information, the anticipations and wishes of the Eritrean people, the EPLA, our mass organisations, the Ethiopian masses and the friends of our revolution?

The Eritrean masses inside, aware that the victory of the EPLA, was an important step forward in their just struggle for liberation and emboldened by their experience, knowledge and confidence in the EPLA, did not limit themselves to mere good wishes and hopes.  They courageously illustrated their high morale through strong condemnations on the sixth offensive and their unequivocal support and pledges to the EPLA in the numerous demonstrations, and seminars that were held.  They showed their defiance and contempt for the ostentatious troops of the Dergue, asking, "Are these (ragtag soldiers) supposed to crush the EPLF?"  Abroad, the Eritrean masses including members of the hostile organisations, demonstrated their patriotic sentiments and good wishes through declarations and material contributions.
The EPLA, for its part, saw the offensive in its historical perspective and was confident that this too, in spite of the Dergue's unprecedented preparations, would be aborted and that the enemy's last-ditch efforts to arrest the continuity of the Eritrean struggle would fail.  As the Dergue considered this offensive as being decisive, the EPLA resolved to face the challenge with even greater heroism, undertaking the appropriate preparations and awaiting the attack with self-confidence.
The Ethiopian masses fully realize that the defeat of the Dergue by the EPLF would precipitate the resolution of their situation in which they are denied their political and civil rights, subjected to economic exploitation and military conscription.  Moreover, they are aware that peace and progress of both peoples and stability of the entire region can only be secured by the progressive forces.  They have accordingly expressed their sympathy in various occasions through clandestine publications and in other ways.  The organizations carrying out armed struggle, primarily the TPLF, have demonstrated their desire for the defeat of the 6th offensive of the Dergue.  The TPLF has underscored its full commitment to an EPLF victory through its concrete co-operation with us in all fields.
The governments, organisations and individuals who support the legitimate right of self-determination of the Eritrean people and the EPLF have on their part expressed their views through political positions, strongly condemning the sixth offensive, deploring the Dergue's preparations to employ chemical warfare gases and expressing their profound convictions of the need for the continuity and preservation of the Eritrean revolution.  This has been most inspiring for the Eritrean masses and the EPLA.
The actual offensive
We have briefly seen the preparations of the military regime and its collaborators on the one hand, and of the EPLF, the Eritrean masses and our friends on the other, as well as the hopes of our enemies and imposters posing as our friends.  Finally the stage was set and all that was lacking was the eruption of the confrontation. After the EPLA made tactical pre-emptive strike to weaken the enemy on 12 February 1982, the Ethiopian military command, composed of senior generals and officials, were shattered by the damage inflicted by the EPLA and was compelled to embark, on 15 February, the much-publicized and long-awaited sixth offensive.  This date refers however to the offensive involving the infantry.  For more than a month previously, the Dergue has been carrying out extensive and barbaric aerial bombardments of EPLA garrisons and our base areas.
After the offensive was launched, the fiercest battles in the main three fronts - i.e. North Eastern Sahel, Nacfa and Barca - were waged in the first two weeks. The enemy made pincer movements, trying to penetrate our front lines, including the recourse to chemical warfare gases.  But they were not successful.  However, although the outcome of the offensive was already obvious at this stage, the Soviet-Dergue command, torn between the harsh realities and their dashed anticipations, foolishly decided to continue the war.  Their troops, who had no interest and desire in the offensive soon realized - although they were initially misled by the Dergue's lies and agitational campaigns - how bad their situation was.  And like a big balloon that suddenly deflates, their morale collapsed, when faced with increasing losses and mutinies.  Desertions and suicide became the order of the day. The command, whose obsession to achieve their objectives made them blind to reality, hopelessly clinging on their vain dreams arrested and executed soldiers, including high-ranking commanders of the divisions, trying to get the situation under control. This intimidation which took place in front of all the troops was still not able to restore morale in the battered army and desertations, mutinies and suicides continued to escalate.
In such a military situation, the enemy's troops in Barca were completely wiped out and the remnants of the decimated detachment were re-deployed to Nacfa and North-eastern Sahel fronts.  The hopes of "encirclement and liquidation" by the Soviets and the Dergue were dashed and Nacfa was at tile last minute announced as the target - a face-saving last resort of an army that had received a severe and humiliating pounding.  To this end, attacks continued day and night along the uninterrupted 200 km-long frontlines in Sahel, aiming at keeping up pressure on us.  Taken in by the fantasy of the Soviet Generals and duly parroted by the Dergue who contended "the prolongation of the war will deplete the human potential and weaponry of the EPLA compelling it to surrender", they persisted in these attacks until the end of April.  By this time, the confrontations had given way to minor sporadic skirmishes.
      This offensive dragged on for much longer time than the previous ones.  The heroic fighters of the EPLA, their morale increasing as time passed in spite of their half-empty stomachs, have been carrying out spectacular operations and feats of heroism among the dark and steep mountains which, to a distant observer are almost impossible to believe.  Because of their incredible dedication and sacrifices to ensure the continuity of their revolution, they have given an unforgettable lesson to the Dergue and the Soviet Generals.  They have reduced the huge enemy army to almost half of its original size. 
      Through their ingenuity, careful choice and reinforcement of their trenches, they have ensured that the bombs and bullets fired by the enemy's helicopters, aircrafts, tanks and artillery only spluttered and buried themselves in the sands and rocks.  In this way they have beaten off the sixth offensive through their superior military capabilities. Our masses who live in the vicinity of the battle zones have tirelessly transported munitions, food and the wounded during the fighting, and mothers and sisters have played and important role in preparing food for our heroic fighters.  Similar contributions from our masses far from the battle zones, through both materiel and personal participation, was an essential factor in helping to repulse the sixth offensive. 
 The Dergue's fresh attempts 
    The Dergue is obstinately maintaining that the offensive has not yet wound up "even if there is a lull in the fighting at present". After this long war period, the Dergue and its advisors, unable to accept that their crazy military schemes have come to nought and that their ambitions in Eritrea and the as a whole have failed, have decided to continue the offensive.  They do so as they want to head off the economic crisis, to diffuse mounting opposition of the Ethiopian oppressed masses and to stop being embarrassed and humiliated before world public opinion.  So they are now engaged in a frenzied re-organization of their weakened army, relegating the military command entirely to Soviet Generals.  All the while they continue to try to escalate the skirmishes. Unabashedly they are claiming, in their efforts to deceive the Ethiopian people and world public opinion, that they have scored important victories, liquidating half of the EPLA in the process of the "still raging offensive".
     Fresh political and propaganda campaigns have been launched in Ethiopia and military attacks made along the Sudanese and Somali borders.  This is mainly to deflect attention from their devastating defeat and to find a new pretext for continuing unjust and expansionist wars.
      They have started to form new mass associations in an effort to mollify the Ethiopian people and secure their continued involvement in the war of aggression.  They are pressuring the masses to join these new associations which later, characteristically, will be required to provide "volunteers" for the army.
      In order to drive a wedge between the Eritrean revolution and the Sudan and enhance their scheme of "tightening the noose on the EPLA", they are equipping and training - with Soviet instigation and complicity of Libya and Aden - forces hostile to the Numeri regime.  They thus hope to destabilize the Sudan and achieve what they have failed to do through political and diplomatic machinations. These actions are designed, not only to impose material shortages on the Eritrean revolution and the EPLF I in particular, but are also seen as part of the psychological war in their general efforts to weaken it.
     On the Somali front, they are now carrying out repeated border incursions with the primary aim of deflecting the attention on the Ethiopian people from the failure of the sixth offensive, as well as to whip up anti Somali sentiments among the masses and entice them to join the army.  This scheme falls, of course, within the overall designs to stabilize the Ogaden and concentrate their full capabilities in Eritrea and Northern Ethiopia in pursuance of Soviet objectives in the region.
    Unashamedly, they are proclaiming a broader development campaign including the rehabilitation of refugees, frantically endeavouring to woo international humanitarian organizations, UN agencies and the EEC for donations.  All these are to offset their astronomical war expenses.  
The situation in the region
     We have briefly seen the recent developments in our struggle and the region as a whole within the general framework of the sixth offensive.
     It must be underlined here that what is happening in our region and other events during this period must be examined carefully to understand the context and course of our struggle.
     Although here are many events in this region which have drawn world attention, dominating the conflict in Eritrea, the most important is the just struggle of the Palestinian people and the developments in Lebanon. Although the developments occuring in a specific place are governed by its own peculiarities they, are at the same time inextricably linked - both influencing and affected by it - with the prevailing political situation in the world. As you are undoubtedly aware, it has been over 30 years now since the Palestinian people were driven from their homeland and launched their struggle.  Their present position is however much graver than at any time in the past.  In order to understand and before we go back into the past it is necessary to emphasize what is happening to the struggle of the oppressed people of the world.
     The oppressed peoples are struggling unremittingly against the atrocious wars and machinations of world imperialism aimed at exploiting their labour power and natural resources.  They are trying to assert their just rights, independence and liberation.  There have already been victories and there will continue to be.  However, although the struggles between the irreconcilable interests of imperialism and the oppressed masses are unambigous, needing no explanation, Soviet global strategy has now become incompatible with the interests and aspirations of the oppressed peoples of the world and has caused the fragmentation and weakening of the international revolutionary movement over the last twenty years. 
     Perhaps, it may not be timely to deal comprehensively with the historical and theoretical errors that have been committed.  Nonetheless, the evidence unequivocally establishes that the Soviet leaders, in spite of all their lip service to the interests and struggle of the oppressed people of the world, constitute a serious obstacle to the struggle of the oppressed for liberation and progress.  Moreover, they have weakened genuine democratic forces and liberation movements in various ways.
     Imperialism is exploiting this and tactically, particularly in our region, is today in the offensive. The present double predicament of the Palestinian people can only be seen in this perspective.
     In our world today, international relations and solidarity are exclusively governed by the political and economic interests of each state.  To believe otherwise is to be deluded.  It is difficult to maintain collective interests based on national bonds and fraternity (such as the Arab countries or the continental solidarity of the African countries as symbolized by the OAU).  These organisations may perhaps serve as forums of struggle, otherwise they can no longer constitute the structure of solidarity that is their professed aim. It is worth remembering that the Palestinian question was at one time the rallying point and common bond of the struggle of the Arab people. 
       It is a long time now since this was no longer the case.  Today, if we scrutinize the political map of the Arab world, and analyze the regimes, we see a mosaic of hetrogenous states, each with basic differences with the others.  As these interests are closely interlinked with the political and economic regimes and interests prevailing in the world, they cannot embark on an independent course that would reflect their common interest.
      The regimes do not consider the Palestinian issue as primary for them but subordinate it to their state interests. It is a myth that the Palestinian issue enjoys unequivocal and full support in the Arab world and it is so proclaimed for propaganda purpose only. Indeed there has been considerable physical damage inflicted on the Palestinian struggle at certain historical periods by Arab regimes.  The organisation representing the Palestinian people itself, like the regimes themselves, reflects the various interests of the different regimes and forces at play and can hardly be regarded as cohesive in its outlook.  And this is the second serious predicament of the oppressed Palestinian people in the Arab world.
     In such a situation, it has become extremely difficult to defeat the strongest bastion of imperialism, zionist Israel.
      Exploiting this, Israel, having "closed its accounts" with Egypt, desperately moved to oust the Palestinians from their refuge in Lebanon who had been driven there from other areas conducive to their struggle.  We should not be surprised by Israeli aggression, as this could have happened at any time. What is important here is to understand what the unfolding events will reveal.
     We should not be surprised by U.S. support to Israel or the actions it has taken to support Israeli aggression as we do not expect it to work against its interests.  Predictably too, the regimes that have reservation on the Palestinian struggle have confined their role to "moral support".
     What has "surprised" the world and what the Palestinians themselves have difficulty in understanding is the position of the Soviet Union and the positions of the loud-mouthed braggart regimes such as that of Kaddafi. This is a valuable historical lesson that has demonstrated an unpalatable reality. 
The Soviet Union, to cover up its nature, may perhaps rationalize its muted role at this difficult time as being due to the "disunity of the Arab world" or to its anxiety to "avert a conflagration with global dimensions" etc. 
       The events in Lebanon demonstrate however, that the Soviet Union does not identify itself with the aspirations of the Palestinian people and its support is motivated by its interest to sell weapons as long as the conflict is raging and to exploit it to suit its designs in the region.  Above all, it should be stressed, the Soviets see in the Palestinian setback a vindication of their banal philosophy which contends that "no armed struggle or liberation movement can be victorious under the present international situation".  Although it is perhaps premature to make a final judgement of this event and its probable outcome, it is clear that it will have a crucial impact on our struggle, our region and the world in general.  And, even if there are considerable differences between our struggle and the struggle of the Palestinian people, the lessons we can learn front this episode are nonetheless substantial.
      If we turn our attention from Lebanon to other developments in the region - the war between Iran and Iraq, the situation in the Horn of Africa, we see similar pattern of U.S. imperialist and Soviet designs and influences on local situations.  That U.S. imperialist support for the forces allied with it is governed by its own interests is indisputable.  That the Soviet Union, in spite of the rationale with which it justifies its involvement in our region or the labels it has conferred to the regimes it is propping up, does not stand for liberation, progress and peace, is equally indisputable.  
     Genuine beliefs have no place and are obsolete in this unstable situation in which the interests of the peoples of the region have nothing to do with US and Soviet actions and priorities. The experience of other liberation movements and primarily the present developments in our region confirm that both powers are posing a serious threat to the oppressed peoples, as indeed our struggle demonstrates.  U.S. imperialism is historically responsible for usurping our just rights and subjugating our country to colonial domination.  It is still making overtures to the Addis Ababa regime, extending it material and moral support to win it over from Soviet tutelage.  The atrocities and machinations being carried out by the Soviet Union to liquidate our revolution physically needs no further elaboration.  In addition, we cannot ignore the adverse influences of these powers in shaping the regional realignments to create obstacles to our struggle.
When we soberly assess the forces hostile to our revolution in such a complex situation, the obstacles in our struggle may seem overwhelming.  However, a people who are firmly dedicated to their objective and determined to struggle and who have an unambigous strategy and scientific tactics are invincible.  The victory we have achieved over the huge army equipped with modern and sophisticated Soviet weapons and that alarmed even established states - in a complex internal and regional situation - demonstrates this truth and the clear prospectives of our struggle.  What is needed from all of us at this juncture is to make a meticulous study of the measures to be undertaken and to make comprehensive preparations.
The tasks ahead
Although it is not a new conviction and strategy, as our struggle and the struggle of other peoples bears out we must redouble our efforts to implement the principle of self-reliance, as this provides the key solution to all our problems. 
- Correctly assessing the political and military campaigns that the Dergue will carry out to crush our struggle and organisation we must in accordance with our political, military, diplomatic and propaganda policies, take various initiative and step up our efforts.  We must not adopt a defensive posture. 
- We must firmly struggle to assert our just rights and expose and confront all the forces collaborating with the Dergue, and in particular the Soviet Union.  Despite our patience and correct pleas for mutual comprehension, the latter has proved more anxious than the Dergue to crush our struggle by force obstructing all our attempts to make peace. 
- Self-reliance does not mean the exclusive dependence on one's subjective resources, without objective support.  Although the former is decisive, we cannot wage our struggle isolated from the world.  So our endeavours should be concentrated on marshalling our own resources but at the same time soliciting the moral, political and material support of an increasing number of governments, while encouraging those who have already supported us to step us their contributions. 
As the solidarity we forge with the democratic, national and multinational movements in Ethiopia plays a crucial role both in the bitter struggle we are waging against our enemies and in ultimately realizing peace, prosperity and liberation in our region, we attempt to strengthen our alliances and raise the level of our co-operation. 
Our self-confidence and self-reliance is the essence of our policy in all fields.  Therefore, in addition to the political, social, cultural and military struggles we wage to strengthen our organization, the EPLF, we must strive to raise our economic capabilities to match the demands of our struggle so that our reliance on external help, with all the pressures that this entails, will diminish.
                                                                  Victory to the Masses!!!
