THE STORY OF THE WIFE AND THE ROBBERS
Richard Sundstrom, Geleb - Eritrea (Swedish Missionary ca. 1897)

Once a man lived alone with his family and his herd in a lonely place. And
around it he mad a very high enclosure.

One evening he said to his wife: “Here I sit dozing, now I will go to sleep, but
thou keep watch and if any band of robbers appears awake me then”. So he said
and went to sleep.

While the wife is keeping watch, robbers approached and surrounded the
enclosure. Now the wife sat there rocking with her child, sleeping on her back
and would not awaken her husband but preferred to let him sleep.

She then sang the following, seeing the robbers simulating that she did not see
them:

Lull, Lull! May the child of my enemy shed tears!

The number of thy uncles is greater than that of the stars.

Thy mother is more beautiful than the moon in its brightness
Thy father’s shield alone is enough to close the opening of the
enclosure.

Thy father’s sword cuts the calfs and intestines.

The robbers having surrounded the enclosure heard this and said: “How will we
able to plunder them if their number is greater than that of the stars and if their
shield alone is enough to close the opening in the enclosure and hinder us from
entering and if his sword is sharp enough to cut the calfs and intestines? No, let
us alive slick away. So they left them alone and went away.

In this way the wife saved her cows and her husband.
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