SOME NAMES ASSOCIATED WITH MENKAE 

The names and information collected are not certain. Several persons have given specified knowledge.

Menkae killed named by Meharenna Hadgu (from his video narration):

1)Mussie Tesfankiel (Stina degle)                      2)Yohannes Sebhatu (Gurae)
3) Russom pharmacist (? not known)               4) Afeworki Teklu (Atekelezan, Anseba)
5) Tareke Yehedego (Himbirti)                          6) Habteselasie Gebremedhin (?)
7) Aberash (?)                                                    8) Dehab Tesfatsion (Gurae)
9) Tewelde Eyob, merihinet zenebere (?)         10) Berhe Mesih (possible mendefera)
11) Gebreamlak Isak (Mai ChaEda)                   12) Michael wedi haketay (HImbirti)
13) Goitom Berhe, SerE(Akeleguzay)                14) Alem Abraha, (Akele Guzai) 
15) Habte (?)                                                      16) Aba Samuel (?)
17) Teklemariam Rashaida  (wedi keshi gebremeskel) (?)
18) Petros Kahsay, student from N. Ame            19) Girmay Bahri, Asmara university student, (?)
20) Amare Tekumurach (Digsa)                           21) Araya Semere, (?)
22) Abraha Seyoum, (StinA Degle)                    23) Haile Ameso, wedi ameso (Ala)
24) Estifanos (?)                                              25) Debessai Gebremichael, Mendefera (university student)

And many others were greatly affected by the crackdown on the "Menkae movement"(others were jailed, tortured, fled, etc..). 


Other sources

Tedros Hagos (Segeneiti) 

Ala fighters of 1970

Amanuel T Mikel

1, Isayas Afworki                               2, Selomon Welde Mariam

3, Tewelde Eyob                                 4, Asmerom Gebrezghier     

5, Berakhi Wedi Fenkil                       6, Weldemikel Haile

7, Girmai Tewelde                              8, Isayas wedi Finansa

9, Tsegai Weldemikel (Keshi)            10, Abraham Tewelde

11, Habteselassie                                12, One with Italian name

MenkaE members

1, Mussie Tesfamikel                      

2, Yohannes Sebhatu

3, Afworki Teklu                           

4, Habtsion Kidane

5, Tarekegn                               

6, Mebrahtu Weldu (B) not killed in Menka, but in battle)                                                 7, Mikel Russom (pharmacy, stayed until liberation)            

8, Dehab Tesfatsion

9, Werku           

10, Aberash Melke

11, Habteselassie

Of menka; 

Mikel Pharmacist (B), became mentally unstable and was in the pharmacy section in meda)

Tesfu Kidane

 Kidane Abieto

Killed before menka

Meles Gebremariam

Beaten – Temesgen wedi Shambel

Stifanos from Massawa, tortured and implicated Meles, three unnamed ones he witnessed being killed.

Tewelde Tesfamariam, joined from Hamburg 1972, killed as spy.

Names of those from Yemen in 1970 (T)

1, Mehari Debesai                  2, girmai Mehari             3, Mesfin Hagos

4, Tareke Yihdego                  5, Mussie Hagos              6, Tesfamariam Assefaw

7, Maasho                                8, Redie                           9, Welde Hiwet (now in LA)

Went to Ethiopia 67-9

1. Ermias Debesai                     2, Haile duru                 3, Musie Tesfamikel

hijacked plane

1, Musie T mikel   and 2, Amanuel Yohannes  3, Debesai.

Musie and these hijacked plane to Libya and went straight to meda. Amanuel, brother of Zemihret hijacked plane again and was killed with Martha group.

David Pool book

This internal struggle within the EPLF was a protracted one, beginning in September 1973 and only resolved with the appointment of a jury at the end of May 1974 and the approval of the verdict of execution in August of the same year. One account lists those executed as Yohannes Sebhatu (27) director of publications and information; Mussie Tesfamikael, political commissar and unit commander; Habte-Selassie Kidane, political commissar; Haile Hahtsun, doctor; Afeworki Kiflu and six other fighters.

The other fighters named were Hberash Melke, Dehab Tesfatzion, Workuha, Hebrahtu Woldu, Alazar TesfaMchael, Michael Russom, AbietoTazaz and Semere Guadad.  'Unita Nazionale e Nazionalismo Eritreo', Africa, no. 4/5, Sept-Oct. 1977, p. 153.  Haile Hahtsun is presumably Haile Mahtsoun, who was not executed but imprisoned for some time.

Teklai Aden 1981

Some of the leading elements of the group (sometimes known as Menka.) who were killed by Essayas and henchmen included: 1)Yohannes Sebhatu; 2) Dr Russom; 3)Tareke Yehdego; 4)Mussie Tesfamicheel; 5)Afeworki Teklu; 6) Habte-Selassie; 7)Aberash Melkie; 8) Dehab T/Tsion 9) Habte Kidane (gorrilla), and 10) Debessai Ghebre-Selassie. 

Late 70 or early 1971 these 4 hijacked an airplane. 1, Musie T Mikel, 2, Yohannes Sebhatu, 3, Amanuel Yohannes and 4, Debesai Gebreselassie. 

 Musie T Mikel: He was small built, but daring and nice and humane. He joined AA University in 1965. Perhaps he studied education. Was one of the hijackers flying the plane to Libya. Was a teacher in Mendefera.

(T): he grew up with us in Kidane Mehret, was short and hot tempered.

Yohannes Sebhatu joined AA U, Addis Abeba University in 1962-3. He was studying economics. He was a brilliant student and used to be suspended form the U because of politics. He was tall and medium built. 

  There used to be demonstrations twice a year in the university. It was an adventure and we were ill equipped with theoretical knowledge. Imprisoned was imprisoned a day or so at Kolfe and Sendafa prisons. 

Tareke Yihdego: Was in high school in Asmera also in YMCA. He was not political and did not attend AA University. He had a strong personality.

(A): He was in very friendly term with Werku, seen hand in hand. She was to be banished to an Arab country but she refused and stayed on. She now lives in Eritrea. She must have recanted. 

(T): He was one of the Yemen group who came to Denkalia 1970

Tesfu Kidane was a bright student at AA U studying political science. He was one time editor of USUAA, University students union of AA, publishing “Struggle” magazine of Ethiopian students. He was a reserved person and was not in the Menka movement since he was in Kebessa at that time. He was very sick and weak but was sent to Kebessa with heavy weapons and was martyred in 1975 battle. 

Debesai Gebreselassie, part in the hijacking. He was a student of AAU studying political science. He was sent to Kuwait for medication and was killed after returning to meda. 

Afworki Teklu went to AAU studying perhaps English literature. He was politically active and international revolutionary, and courageous. He was physically well built his Tigrina knowledge was not that good. 

Dehab Tesfatsion was an AAU student of social works. She was not a politically visible girl. 

(S): She came to Dekmhare for the summer vacations and was kind of quiet. No body expected her to join meda. She and Werku were close friends, even at the University. 

(B): She was one of the 4 not sentenced to death as Menka. She was not given martyr’s certificate.

Aberash Melke: Was in a picture in a film I saw in 1975. Grew up in Tigrai and studied at AAU. 

Werku Zerai, student of AAU, is the only one of the 3 still living. Perhaps she recanted and was pardoned. 

(A): She was short, dark and small built (A): her brother Iyasu was martyred in 1971. 

